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CHAPTER I
;  i

; INTRODUCTION

I q b a l  i s  a  h o u s e h o ld  name among th e  120 m i l l i o n  j

M uslims o f  P a k i s t a n  and  In d ia *  In  f a c t ,  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  

■this p h i lo s o p h e r - p o e t  h as  t r a v e l l e d  f a r  and  w ide  i n  r e c e n t  j
I

y e a r s ,  and  h i s  i n f lu e n c e  i s  b e in g  f e l t  i n  many o t h e r  I s l a m ic  
! ' I

n a t i o n s  a s  w e ll*  He i s  c o n s id e r e d  t o  b e ,  and  n o t  w i th o u t  i

j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  f*the g r e a t e s t  t h i n k e r  t h a t  t h e  Muslim w o rld
1h as  p ro d u ced  d u r in g  th e  l a s t  s i x  c e n t u r i e s * 11

The West I s  n o t  q u i t e  u n f a m i l i a r  w i t h  I q b a l  and  h i s

p h i lo s o p h y  e i t h e r .  Most o f  h i s  Im p o r ta n t  w orks have  been

t r a n s l a t e d  (from  P e r s i a n  and  U rdu) i n t o  P h g l i s h  and one i n t o  
2I t a l i a n  a l s o .  The W este rn  r e a d e r  s h o u ld  f i n d  I q b a l  

e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  b e c a u se  he h as  made a v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  

a t t e m p t  to  p r e s e n t  I s l a m i c  id e a s  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  W estern  

p h i l o s o p h i c a l  t r a d i t i o n s *  He was g r e a t l y  I n s p i r e d  by t h e  

w r i t i n g s  o f  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r s  l i k e  K an t ,  F i c h t e ,  B e rgson  

and  N ie tz s c h e  d u r in g  h i s  acad em ic  c a r e e r  i n  E urope , w i t h  t h e  

r e s u l t  t h a t  one d i s c o v e r s  a  s t r o n g ,  u n m is ta k a b le  image o f  

th e  West In  I q b a l .  T h i s ,  how ever, s h o u ld  n o t  be  i d e n t i f i e d

^ B a s h i r  Ahmed D ar, I q b a l  and  P o s t -K a n t ia n  
V o lu n ta r is m  (L a h o re ,  P a k i s t a n :  B a z m - i - Iq b a l ,  1 9 5 6 ) ,  F o re 
word p * I  *

2 See C h a p te r  I I  f o r  d e t a i l s .



jas th e  l a c k  o f  o r i g i n a l i t y  o f  th o u g h t  on h i s  p a r t *  What i t  

:© 3 s e n t ia l ly  i n d i c a t e s  i s  t h a t  I q b a l  ch o se  t h e  la n g u a g e  o f  

th e  West to  e x p r e s s  h i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  E a s te rn  id e a s*

:He a d m its  o f  t h i s  in  a  l e t t e r  t o  a  f r i e n d :

Most o f  my l i f e  was p a s s e d  I n  s tu d y in g  t h e  h i s t o r y  
o f  W este rn  P h i lo so p h y  and  t h i s  a n g le  of  v i s i o n  h a s  
become a  seco n d  n a t u r e  to  me. C o n s c io u s ly  o r  un 
c o n s c io u s l y ,  I  s t u d y  th e  t r u t h  o f  I s l a m  from  t h i s  p o i n t  
o f  v ie w .3

Y e t ,  on th e  o th e r  h an d , h e  b e lo n g s  t o  th e  Community 

o f  p h i l o s o p h e r s ,  and p h i lo s o p h e r s  a s  we know, have  a  

t r a d i t i o n  o f  e r e c t i n g  new s t r u c t u r e s  on e a c h  o t h e r ’s 

r u in s *  T h e r e f o r e ,  th e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  t h a t  we m ig h t  d i s c o v e r  

be tw een  I q b a l ’ s th o u g h t  and  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  en d eav o rs  o f  

any  o f  t h e  W este rn  s c h o l a r s  may n o t  b e  p u r e ly  c o i n c id e n ta l *  

D uring  th e  c o u r s e  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s ,  we s h a l l  t r y  t o  d e te rm in e  

p r e c i s e l y  th e  e x t e n t  t o  w h ich  I q b a l  drew upon W estern  

p h i lo s o p h y  i n  o r d e r  t o  make h i s  own p o in t*

Our p r e s e n t  s tu d y ,  how ever, may n o t  a c q u a in t  u s  w i th  

th e  w hole o f  I q b a l ;  i t  w i l l  r a t h e r  be l i m i t e d  t o  b u t  one 

p a r t i c u l a r  a s p e c t  o f  h i s  p h i lo s o p h y ,  v i z .  h i s  d o c t r i n e  o f  

th e  S e l f  o r  Ego. And y e t  t h i s  v e ry  d o c t r i n e  i s  h i s  m ost 

v a lu a b le  a s s e t .  He has  b u i l t  h i s  w hole  m e ta p h y s ic a l  sy s te m

® S h a ik h  A t a u l l a h ,  I q b a l  Hamah, V o l. I  (L a h o re ,  
P a k is  t  a n : S h . Muhammed A s h r a f , 19 5 1 ) ,  p • 47•



a ro u n d  i t *  S t i l l  more s i g n i f i c a n t  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  was 

w i th  t h e  deve lopm en t o f  th e  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  th e  S e l f  t h a t  

I q b a l  f i r s t  emerged a s  a  t h i n k e r  o f  f o r m id a b le  s t a t u r e .

| H is  e a r l i e r  i n c l i n a t i o n s  w ere  tow ard  p a n th e is m —a

v e ry  common t r e n d  among th e  Muslim m y s t i c s .  But u n d e r  t h e  

f o r c e f u l  im p ac t o f  t h e  dynam ic p h i lo s o p h y  o f  p e o p le  l i k e  

N ie tz s h e  he  became a l i v e  t o  th e  d a n g e rs  o f  p a n th e ism  and

| p a r  t e d  company w i th  i t .  F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  he came t o
i
r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  d e c l i n e  of  I s la m  was p e rh a p s  due— and i n  

a  l a r g e  m easu re— t o  th e  t r a n q u i l i z i n g  i n f l u e n c e s  o f  th e  

p a n t h e i s t i c  m y s t ic is m  w hich  had g r a d u a l l y  c r e p t  I n t o  th e
i

r e l i g i o n  d u r in g  t h e  8 t h  and 9 th  c e n t u r i e s  and  ro b b ed  i t  o f  

j i t s  g l o r i o u s  dynamism. He w an ted  t o  l i f t  h i s  co

r e l i g i o n i s t s  o u t  o f  t h e  r u t  o f  i n a c t i v i t y ;  he found  t h e  

answ er i n  th e  i d e a  o f  a  l i v i n g ,  w i l l i n g  and  becom ing 33go 

(K h u d I) .  T h is  i d e a ,  w h ic h  l a t e r  grew i n t o  a f u l l - f l e d g e d  

p h i l o s o p h i c a l  sy s te m , was to  r e v o l u t i o n i z e  Muslim th o u g h t  

i n  I n d i a  and c u lm in a te  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  su b 

c o n t in e n t  and  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  I s l a m ic  

s t a t e  i n  t h e  w o r ld ,  i . e . ,  P a k i s t a n .

I q b a l  h i m s e l f ,  how ever, was a im in g  a t  an e n t i r e l y  

d i f f e r e n t  o b j e c t i v e .  He was “ i n s p i r e d  by th e  v i s i o n  o f  a  

New Mecca, a  w o r ld -w id e  t h e o c r a t i c ,  U to p ia n  s t a t e  i n  w hich  

a l l  Moslems, no lo n g e r  d iv id e d  by th e  b a r r i e r s  o f  r a c e  and



4' c o u n t r y ,  s h a l l  h e  one*11 N a t io n a l i s m ,  he th o u g h t ,  b r e e d s  

i l l  w i l l  and  d e s t r o y s  f e e l i n g s  of b r o th e rh o o d  among men.

I He w i l l  have  no p a r t  o f  i t  b e c a u se  i t  may w e l l  wro b  u s  o f  

P a r a d i s e * 11

T h is  e x c lu s iv e  em phasis  on th e  r e l i g i o u s  a s p e c t  of 

I q b a l ’s p h i lo s o p h y  sh o u ld  n o t  l e a d  u s  i n t o  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  he
i

was p e rh a p s  m e re ly  a  r e l i g i o u s  e n t h u s i a s t *  F a r  f ro m  i t ;  he  i
C j

n e v e r  c o n s id e r e d  ttp h i lo s o p h y  a s  a  hand-m aid  of r e l i g i o n * 11 :
i i
Xn I t s  b r o a d e r  c o n t e x t ,  th e  m ain  s t a i n  o f  h i s  th o u g h t  was j 

d e v o te d  to  r e s t o r i n g  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  m eaning and w o r th  o f  j 

human l i f e  i n  a  w o r ld  c o m p le te ly  d o m in a ted  by  t h e  dogmas 

o f  s c ie n c e *  He p i t t e d  h im s e l f  b o l d l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  

m e c h a n i s t i c  t r e n d s  of  o u r  a g e  and h e ld  t h a t  mere s e n s e -  

e x p e r i e n c e  c a n n o t  g r a s p  th e  u l t i m a t e  R e a l i t y ,  n a y ,  I t  

makes th e  S o u l  t h e  s l a v e  o f  m e c h a n ic a l  n e c e s s i t y ,  11 l e a v i n g  

no sco p e  f o r  human or even  D iv in e  f re e d o m :11

D r. S i r  Muhammad I q b a l ,  The S e c r e t s  o f  t h e  S e l f , 
t r a n s .  by  R. A* N ic h o ls o n  (L a h o re ,  P a k i s t a n :  Sh . Muhammed
A s h ra f ,  1 9 4 4 ) ,  r e v .  E d . ,  I n t r o d u c t i o n ,  p* x .

5 I b i d . ,  p .  x i i i . .....
6 S i r  Muhammed I q b a l ,  The R e c o n s t r u c t io n s  o f

R e l ig i o u s  Thought i n  I s la m  (London: Qxf o rd  U n i v e r s i t y
P r e s s ,  1 9 3 4 ) ,  p * 51*



5

The s c i e n t i s t s  ad o rn  a  d ea d  body
They p o s s e s s  n o t  th e  Hand o f  M oses, _

. t h e  B r e a th  o f  J e s u s .

H is  m ain c o n c e rn ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  was t o  11 a f f i r m  t h e

e x i s t e n c e  o f  God, t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  S e l f ,  i t s  Freedom an d  j

Q  i
Im m o ra l i ty # 11 i

On th e  o t h e r  hand , he  was a c u t e l y  c o n s c io u s  o f  th e  j  

p a t h e t i c  s t a t e  of t h e  dow ntrodden  Muslim p e o p le s .  When !
! i
!I q b a l  a p p e a re d  on th e  w o r ld  sc en e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  !

i

jfche 2 0 th  c e n tu r y ,  I s la m  was a t  t h e  lo w e s t  ebb of i t s
:  i
h i s t o r y .  The T u r k i s h  C a l ip h a te  had  c o m p le te ly  d i s i n t e g r a t e d ;  

Muslims everyw here  were s u b m i t t in g  to  t h e  i n v i n c i b l e  m ig h t j 

o f  t h e  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e s  o f  th e  W est. The im p ac t o f  

W este rn  c i v i l i z a t i o n  h ad  n o n p lu s s e d  t h e  Muslim m ind and 

c r i p p l e d  i t s  s p i r i t u a l  v i g o r .  As a  r e s u l t ,  t h e r e  was 

among th e  f o l l o w e r s  o f  I s la m  a g e n e r a l  c u r r e n t  o f  p s y c h o lo 

g i c a l  t e n s i o n s ,  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n f l i c t s ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  u n r e s t  

a n d ,  I n  s h o r t ,  an u t t e r  h o p e l e s s n e s s .  And h e r e  I q b a l  made 

h i s  a p p e a ra n c e :

rt
S i r  Muhammed I q b a l ,  Zubur- i - Ajam (L a h o re ,  

P a k i s t a n :  Sh# M. A s h r a f , 1 9 2 7 ) a u t h o r f s t r a n s l a t i o n .

® I s h r a t  Hasan © aver, The M e tap h y s ic s  o f  I q b a l  
(L a h o re ,  P a k i s t a n :  Sh . M. A s h r a f , 1 9 4 4 ) ,  p .  3 .



T hat I  may l e a d  home th e  w a n d e re r
And imbue th e  I d l e  lo o k e r - o n  w i t h  r e s t l e s s

im p a t ie n c e ;
And advance h o t l y  on a  new q u e s t
And become known a s  th e  champion o f  a  new

s p i r i t ;
And be t o  t h e  p e o p le  o f  i n s i g h t  a s  t h e  p u p i l

t o  t h e  e y e .
And s in k  i n t o  t h e  e a r  o f  t h e  w o r ld ,  l i k e  a

v o ic e ;
And e x a l t  t h e  w o r th  o f  Poesy
And s p r i n k l e  t h e  d r y  h e r b  w i t h  my t e a r s *

I q b a l* s  medium o f  e x p r e s s io n  was p o e t r y  and he d i d

e n jo y  a l l  t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  a  p o e t  to  t h e  f u l l .  Sometimes

i t  becomes d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i s c e r n  h is  t r u e  m o tiv e  b e h in d  t h e

v e i l  o f  m e tap h o rs  and  c o l o r f u l  p h r a s e s .  I t  w i l l  be good

t o  k eep  i n  m ind , how ever, t h a t  he w r o t e  f o r  t h e  p o p u la r

a p p e a l  and  t r i e d  t o  g e t  h i s  m essage a c r o s s  by a im in g  a t

th e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  p e o p le  and  n o t  t h e i r  h e a d .  Y et he was

f,no mean p o e t ,  and  h i s  v e r s e  can ro u s e  o r  p e r s u a d e  even i f
10h i s  l o g i e  f a i l  t o  c o n v in c e  u s . 11 P r o f e s s o r  N ic h o lso n  

makes f u r t h e r  I l l u m i n a t i n g  o b s e r v a t io n s  In  t h i s  c o n t e x t .  

Says h e :

H is  m essage i s  n o t  f o r  t h e  Mohammedans o f  I n d ia  
a l o n e ,  b u t  f o r  Muslims e v e ry w h e re :  a c c o r d in g ly  h e
w r i t e s  In  P e r s i a n  i n s t e a d  o f  H in d u s ta n i— a happy 
c h o ic e ,  f o r  am ongst e d u c a te d  Muslims t h e r e  a r e  many 
f a m i l i a r  w i th  P e r s i a n  l i t e r a t u r e ,  w h i l e  th e  P e r s i a n

® I q b a l ,  The S e c r e t s  o f  th e  S e l f , i b i d . ,  p .  8 .  

I b i d . ,  p .  i x .



la n g u a g e  i s  s i n g u l a r l y  w e l l  a d o p te d  t o  e x p re s s  
p h i l o s o p h i c a l  id e a s  i n  a  s t y l e  a t  once e l e v a t e d  and
c banning. 3-3- ,

n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  s h o u ld  b e  a d m i t te d  t h a t  p o e t r y  i s
i

!h a r d ly  a medium s u i t e d  t o  e v o lv in g  c o m p lic a te d  p h i l o s o p h i c a l
: i
s y s te m s .  I q b a l ,  t h u s ,  su p p lem en ted  h i s  p o e t i c a l  e x p r e s s io n s  

| i n  b r i e f  t r e a t i s e s  i n  E n g l i s h  and a  s e r i e s  o f  l e c t u r e s

, w h ich  h ave  b een  c o l l e c t e d  i n  th e  f o m  o f  a  b o o k , The Re-
12 1; c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  R e l ig i o u s  Thought i n  I s l a m . We s h a l l

know more a b o u t  I q b a l 1 s w r i t i n g s  i n  ou r  c h a p te r  on h i s  (

l i f e  an d  w orks w h ich  h a s  b e e n  added  t o  p ro v id e  th e  r e a d e r

w i th  a  p ro p e r  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e  p h i l o s o p h e r 's  s o c i o -  |

:c u l t u r a l  b ac k g ro u n d .
I

The p u rp o se  of  t h i s  t h e s i s ,  may we r e p e a t ,  i s  t o  

u n d e r ta k e  a n  a n a l y t i c  and c r i t i c a l  s tu d y  of I q b a l ' s  n o t io n  

o f  th e  S e l f .  I n  s p i t e  o f  h i s  p o p u l a r i t y  i n  E uropean  

q u a r t e r s ,  I q b a l  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  unknown t o  American s t u d e n t s  

o f  p h i lo s o p h y .  The p r e s e n t  s tu d y ,  b e in g  v e r y  hum ble In  

i t s  s c o p e ,  does  no t p ro m ise  t o  p r e s e n t  I q b a l ' s  th o u g h t  i n  

i t s  f u l l  r i c h n e s s — f o r  t h a t  t h e  r e a d e r  w i l l  h av e  t o  t u r n

11 I b i d .
12

I q b a l ,  o p . c i t .



e l s e w h e r e — b u t  i t  w i l l  p e rh a p s  f a m i l i a r i z e  th e  t o t a l l y  

u n f a m i l i a r  s t u d e n t  w i th  a t  l e a s t  th e  fu n d a m e n ta ls  o f  h i s  

p h i lo s o p h y .

1 % —A com prehensive  b ib l i o g r a p h y  o f  I q b a l ?s works
and  o f  th e  w orks on him h a s  been  added  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e
t h e s i s .  Of c o u r s e  o n ly  a  few books w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  i n
A m erica, t h e  r e s t  can  be o b ta in e d  d i r e c t l y  from  p u b l i s h e r s



j CHAPTER n

A BRIEF SKETCH OF THE EEFE AND WORKS OF IQBAI,14

D r. S i r  Muhammad I q b a l  was b o rn  im 1873 a t  S i a l k o t ,  

t h e  c i t y  w hich  became a  p a r t  o f  West P a k i s t a n  a f t e r  t h e  

d i v i s i o n  of I n d i a n  s u b - c o n t i n e n t  in  th e  y e a r  1947* He 

came from  a  r e s p e c t a b l e  K ash m ir i  f a m i ly  o f  H indu Brahm ins 

who w ere  c o n v e r te d  to  I s l a m  some two c e n t u r i e s  and a  h a l f  

ago* (T h is  f a c t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  rem em ber, f o r  i t  shows 

how h e  m igh t have i n h e r i t e d  th e  m y s t i c a l  t e n d e n c i e s  o f  

t h o u g h t ,  w hich  p e rm e a te d  a  l a r g e  p a r t  o f  h i s  p h i lo s o p h y  

from  h i s  Hindu a n c e s t o r s * )

I q b a l  was known f o r  h i s  sh a rp  w i t  and  humor a lo n g  

w i t h  a  n a t u r a l  bend  f o r  p o e t r y  even  i n  h i s  c h i ld h o o d *  He 

r e c e i v e d  e x t e n s i v e  r e l i g i o u s  e d u c a t io n  p r i v a t e l y  f ro m  a  

l e a r n e d  Muslim s c h o l a r ,  a c c o r d in g  to  th e  custom  o f  th e  

d a y ,  and  was w e l l  c o n v e r s a n t  w i th  A ra b ic  and  P e r s i a n  b e f o r e  

b e in g  s e n t  t o  s c h o o l  f o m a l l y .  At S c o tc h  M is s io n  H igh 

S ch o o l  In  h i s  hometown, I q b a l  was one o f  th e  m ost b r i l l i a n t  

s t u d e n t s  t h e  s c h o o l  had  e v e r  h ad  and won many s c h o l a r s h i p s

T h is  s k e t c h  i s  b a s e d  p r i m a r i l y  on t h e  book 
Z i k r - l - I q b a l  w r i t t e n  i n  U rdu by  Abdul M a jid  S a l i k ,  B azm -i- 
I q b a l ,  1955, L a h o re ,  P a k is ta n *
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|on th e  b a s i s  o f  h i s  m e r i t s .  W hile  j e t  i n  s c h o o l ,  h e  had

I a l r e a d y  s t a r t e d  t o  w r i t e  v e r s e  ( i n  U r d u ) . I t  i s  i n t e r e s t -
|
In g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  some o f  t h e s e  e a r l y  poems a r e  among h i s  

b e s t .

I n  1895, h a v in g  f i n i s h e d  h i s  h ig h  s c h o o l  a t  S i a l k o t ,  

I q b a l  was s e n t  t o  Government C o l le g e ,  L a h o re ,  f o r  f u r t h e r

!s t u d i e s .  H ere he  s e l e c t e d  E n g l i s h ,  P h i lo s o p h y  and  A ra b ic
!

as h i s  m a jo r  s u b j e c t s  and  in  1897 r e c e i v e d  a  B a c h e lo r ’s 

d e g r e e ,  w in n in g  two g o ld  m eda ls  a t  t h e  same t im e  f o r  t h e  

most* e x c e l l e n t  p e rfo rm an ce  i n  t h e  e x a m in a t io n s .  He 

:c o n t in u e d  to  do p o s t - g r a d u a t e  work i n  P h i lo s o p h y  u n d e r  th e  

a b l e  g u id a n c e  o f  th e  l e a r n e d  P r o f e s s o r  Thomas W. A rn o ld .
: t

I n  1899 h e  r e c e i v e d  h i s  M a s te r ’ s d e g r e e  w i t h  t h e  h i g h e s t  

h o n o r  once a g a in  and  was aw arded  a n o t h e r  g o ld  m e d a l .

Not v e r y  lo n g  a f t e r  t h e s e  r e m a rk a b le  academ ic 

a c h ie v e m e n ts  he became a  l e c t u r e r  o f  p h i lo s o p h y  a t  h i s  

alm a m a te r .  I n  th e  m ean tim e, I q b a l  had  e s t a b l i s h e d  him

s e l f  as  a p o e t  o f  g r e a t  p ro m ise .  H is  v e r s e  was i n  h ig h  

demand ev e ry w h ere , p a r t i c u l a r l y  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  n a t i o n a l i s 

t i c  s p i r i t .  I q b a l ’ s p o e t r y  of t h i s  p e r io d  was s t r o n g l y  

r e f l e c t i v e  o f  p an th e ism  a s  w e l l .  H is  s t y l e  was s im p le  b u t  

b r i l l i a n t  and  h i s  e a r l y  Urdu poems seemed t o  be 11. . • 

m o d e l le d  on th e  p o e t r y  o f  C o le r id g e  and W ordsw orth , d e p i c t -



15In g  th e  b e a u ty  o f  n a t u r a l  o b j e c t s . 11
! ;

! I n  1905 be l e f t  f o r  Ehrope f o r  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  ;
i
'H is  f i r s t  s t o p  was I n  England w here  he j o in e d  T r i n i t y
1 i
: C o l le g e  o f  t h e  Cambridge U n i v e r s i t y .  H ere he  came i n t o  j: I
i i

c o n t a c t  w i t h ,  and was I n f lu e n c e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l ,  b y  t h e
1 *

famous E n g l i s h  H e g e l ia n ,  P r o f e s s o r  M cT aggart. I t  was j 

t h e  Im pact o f  M cT aggartfs p h i lo s o p h y  t h a t  f i r s t  j o l t e d
i

; I q b a l  o u t  o f  h i s  p a n t h e i s t i c  s lu m b e r .  He began  t o  s e e  |

c l e a r l y ,  a s  we s h a l l  n o te  i n  t h e  n e x t  c h a p t e r ,  how p a n th e ism

te n d s  t o  re d u c e  man t o  n o th in g n e s s ,  and  t h u s  ro b s  him o f  

h i s  I m p o r ta n t  p l a c e  i n  t h e  U n iv e r s e  b y  d e n y in g  th e  r e a l i t y  |
,  i

o f  t h e  phenom enal w o r ld .  I t  was p e rh a p s  d u r in g  t h i s
■ i
p e r io d  o f  m e n ta l  r e a d ju s tm e n t  t h a t  I q b a l  h ad  t h e  i n i t i a l  

v i s i o n  o f  h i s  own p h i lo s o p h y  o f  th e  S e l f .

W ith  t h i s  s p a r k  i g n i t e d  i n  h i s  m ind , he moved on t o  

Germany to  o b t a in  a  Ph .D . fro m  M unich. T here  a g a in  he 

d e c id e d  t o  p robe  d e e p e r  i n t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  p a n t h e i s t i c  

m y s t ic i s m ,  b u t  t h i s  t im e  to  t r a c e  i t s  i n f i l t r a t i o n  I n to

M azheruddin  S i d d i q i ,  The Image o f  t h e  West i n  
I q b a l  (L a h o re ,  P a k i s t a n :  B azm -1 - 'iq b a l, 193S’) , p .  6*

John M. E. M cTaggart d e v o te d  t h r e e  books t o  
t h e  s tu d y  o f  H eg e l .
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' I s la m  c a u s in g  co m p le te  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  th e  r e l i g i o n .  The
I i
I f i n d i n g s  o f  h i s  r e s e a r c h  a r e  a b l y  p u t  t o g e t h e r  i n  C h a p te r  J
i i
IV o f  h i s  d o c t o r a l  t h e s i s :  !,The Developm ent o f  M e tap h y s ic s

in  P e r s i a . 14 j

I q b a l  r e t u r n e d  t o  h i s  hom eland i n  1908 a c o m p le te ly  
1*7changed p e r s o n .  Hot o n ly  h a d  he been  c u re d  o f  h i s  e a r l i e r  

n o t i o n s  b u t  h e  had  d ru n k  d e e p ly  of  t h e  f o u n t a i n  o f  t h e  

W est a l s o .  The n a t i o n a l i s t i c  f e r v o r  had  l e f t  him an d  he 

h ad  shaken  o f f  th e  e c s t a s i e s  o f  p a n th e is m .  He was now 

d e d i c a t e d  t o  th e  r e v i v a l  o f  t h e  dynam ic c u l t u r a l  f o r c e s  o f  

I s la m ;  t h e  n a r ro w e r  c o n c e p ts  o f  n a t i o n a l i s m  w ere r e p l a c e d  

by  s t r o n g  s e n t im e n ts  o f  P a n - I s la m is m .

The w o r ld  o f  I s l a m  was s t i l l  I n  t h e  p h a s e s  o f  

m e d ie v a l ism  a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  th e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n tu r y .  But 

u n d e r  t h e  p o w e rfu l  im p ac t o f  W este rn  c i v i l i z a t i o n  i t  had  

b een  made t o  move. I q b a l  and  th e  o th e r  men o f  i n s i g h t  

w ere  a n x io u s  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h i s  t r a n s i t i o n  from  m e d ie v a l ism  

t o  m odernism  in  I s la m  d id  n o t  p ro c e e d  w i th o u t  a  d e f i n i t e

------On h i s  way home he s to p p e d  i n  England a g a in  and  
made a f u r t h e r  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  by  a c q u i r 
in g  th e  D egree  o f  B a r r i s t e r - a t - L a w .  The r e s u l t  was t h a t  
he  p r a c t i c e d  law  m ost o f  h i s  l i f e  a s i d e  from  a b r i e f  te rm  
o f  p r o f e s s o r s h i p  a t  Government C o l le g e ,  L a h o re .
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d i r e c t i o n .  MWe h e a r t i l y  welcome t h e  l i b e r a l  movement I n  

modern I s l a m , 11 sa y s  I q b a l ,  lfb u t  i t  m ust a l s o  b e  a d m i t te d  

t h a t  th e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  l i b e r a l  i d e a s  i n  I s la m  c o n s t i t u t e s  

a l s o  th e  m ost c r i t i c a l  movement in  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  I s l a m .  

L ib e r a l i s m  has  a  te n d e n c y  t o  a c t  a s  a  f o r c e  o f  d i s i n t e g r a 

t i o n  . • * o u r  r e l i g i o u s  and  p o l i t i c a l  r e f o rm e r s  i n  t h e i r  

z e a l  f o r  l i b e r a l i s m  may o v e r s t e p  t h e  p ro p e r  l i m i t s  o f

re fo rm  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a ch e ck  on t h e i r  y o u t h f u l  
18f e r v o u r . 11 I q b a l  c a l l e d  upon h i s  c o r e l i g i o n i s t s  t o  e q u ip

i
th e m s e lv e s  w i th  t h e  o r i g i n a l  dynamism an d  humanism o f  

I s la m  and  11 t o  move f o rw a r d  w i th  s e l f  c o n t r o l  and a  c l e a r  

i n s i g h t  i n t o  th e  u l t i m a t e  aim o f  I s la m  a s  a s o c i a l  

p o l i t y . 1**^

The p o l i t i c a l  sc en e  o f  B r i t i s h  I n d i a  was a l s o  

b e g in n in g  to  lo o k  t u r b u l e n t  a b o u t  t h i s  t im e .  N a t i o n a l i s t i c  

f e e l i n g s  w ere  r a g in g  h ig h  among th e  I n d ia n s  b u t  t h e r e  w as , 

a t  t h e  same t im e ,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  r u p t u r e  b e tw een  t h e  

H indus and M uslims b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  and  c u l t u r a l  

d i f f e r e n c e s .  I q b a l 1s p o e t r y  s e n s i t i v e l y  m i r r o r s  t h e  s o c i o 

p o l i t i c a l  t e n s i o n s  and  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  u n r e s t  o f  t h i s  

p e r i o d .  And t h e s e ,  p r e c i s e l y ,  w ere  th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  whie*h

18 I q b a l ,  The R e c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  R e l ig i o u s  Thought 
i n  I s l a m , p p .  1 5 4 -5 5 .

19 Ib id ., p. 155.
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! form ed th e  b ac k d ro p  f o r  t h e  p h i lo s o p h y  t h a t  we s h a l l  b e
i[
|d e a l i n g  w i t h .

I q b a l  had an e v e n t f u l  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r  a l s o ,  a 

d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t  o f  w h ich  i s  p e rh a p s  o u t s i d e  t h e  sc o p e  o f  

o u r  p r e s e n t  s tu d y *  S u f f i c e  I t  t o  s a y  t h a t  he  s t r u g g l e d  

i n c e s s a n t l y  th r o u g h o u t  h i s  l i f e  to  b r i n g  harm ony and 

d i s c i p l i n e  t o  t h e  Muslims o f  I n d i a ,  and when he saw t h a t  

th e  f u t u r e  o f  h i s  b r e t h r e n  d id  n o t  l i e  i n  a u n i t e d  I n d i a ,  

;he b o l d l y  p ro p o se d  th e  i d e a  o f  an  in d e p e n d e n t  Muslim 

s t a t e — th e  i d e a  t h a t  was m a t e r i a l i z e d  In  t h e  coming i n t o  

I e x i s t e n c e  o f  P a k i s t a n .

He d ie d  in  1938 o f  a  h e a r t  a i lm e n t  a f t e r  h a v in g  

been  k n ig h te d  by t h e  B r i t i s h  Government f o r  h i s  b r i l l i a n t  

s t a t e s m a n s h ip  and  h i s  l i t e r a r y  a c h ie v e m e n ts .

I q b a l ’ s f i r s t  m a jo r  work i n  w h ich  h e  e v o lv e d  h i s  

d o c t r i n e  of th e  S e l f  was A s r a r - i - Khudi (1 9 1 5 ) .  I t  was 

t r a n s l a t e d  fro m  P e r s i a n  v e r s e  i n t o  © a g l is h  w i th  an  

i n t r o d u c t i o n  by  P r o f e s s o r  R. A. N ic h o lso n  i n  1920 u n d e r  th e  

t i t l e  11 The S e c r e t s  of t h e  S e l f . 11 The A s r a r - i - Khudi 

r e p r e s e n t s  m e re ly  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  deve lopm en t o f  

I q b a l ’ s m e tq p h y s ic s • I t  does  n o t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  g iv e  a 

s y s t e m a t i c  a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  t h o u g h t ,  b u t  conveys h i s  id e a s  

i n  a  p o p u la r  and  a t t r a c t i v e  fo rm .

The A s r a r - i - Khudi was f o l lo w e d  by a n o t h e r  im p o r ta n t
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p o e t i c  work ( a g a in  i n  t h e  P e r s i a n  la n g u a g e )  e n t i t l e d  j

IRumuz- i - Bekhudi ( 1 9 1 8 ) .  I n  t h i s  w ork I q b a l  e x p l a in s  "how |

' t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  who l o s e s  h i m s e l f  in  t h e  community r e f l e c t s  ;

b o th  t h e  p a s t  and  t h e  f u t u r e  a s  i n  a  m i r r o r  so t h a t  he

t r a n s c e n d s  m o r t a l i t y  and e n t e r s  I n t o  th e  l i f e  o f  I s la m ,
20w hich  i s  i n f i n i t e  and e v e r l a s t i n g * 11 Rumuz-i - Bekhudi was 1 

t r a n s l a t e d  in  I h g l i s h  w i t h  i n t r o d u c t i o n  and  n o te s  by  ;

P r o f e s s o r  A. J .  A s h e r r y  a s  " M y s te r ie s  of S e l f  l e s s n e s s  • ” ;

O th e r  im p o r ta n t  w orks  i n c l u d e  P i am- i  - Ma s h r i g h  (1923) j 

w r i t t e n  in  r e s p o n s e  t o  G o e th e s 1 West O s t l l c h e r  D iv a n ; Zubur-! 

i - A.jam (1 9 2 7 ) ,  t h e  E n g l i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  w h ich  by  P r o f e s 

s o r  A. J .  A s b e r ry  a s  " P e r s i a n  P s a lm s ” a p p e a re d  i n  1948;

Ja v e d  Nama ( The Book o f  E t e r n i t y ) p a t t e r n e d  a f t e r  t h e  

P i v i n a  Coramedia o f  D an te ,  t r a n s l a t e d  I n t o  I t a l i a n  by Dr* 

A le s s a n d ro  B ansan i u n d e r  t h e  t i t l e  " I I  Poema C e l e s t e ; ” 

B a l- l - J i b r a e l  (1 9 3 5 ) ;  Z a r b - i - K allm  (1 9 3 6 ) ,  e tc *

And f i n a l l y ,  he p r e s e n te d  a  s y s t e m a t i c  a c c o u n t  o f  

h i s  th o u g h t  i n  a s e r i e s  o f  l e c t u r e s  d e l i v e r e d  a t  M adras, 

I n d i a ,  i n  1928-29  which h av e  s in c e  b ee n  c o m p ile d  and  

p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  fo rm  o f  a  book c a l l e d  The R e c o n s t r u e t io n  o f  

R e l ig i o u s  Thought i n  I s l a m . T h is  book c o n s t i t u t e s  by  f a r

QP * c i t . , I q b a l ,  S e c r e t s  o f  t h e  S e l f , I n t r o d u c 
t i o n ,  p .  x i v .



t h e  m ost c o h e re n t  a t t e m p t  t o  r e - i n t e r p r e t  I s la m  and  t o  r e - iI
e s t a b l i s h  i t s  p h i lo s o p h y  i n  th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  l a t e s t  d ev e lo p - ;  

m en ts  i n  th e  v a r i o u s  dom ains o f  human know ledge . I t  may he  i  

■regarded as  an i n d i s p e n s a b le  g u id e  to  t h e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  ! 

t h e  w ho le  ran g e  o f  I q b a l 1s t h o u g h t .



CHAPTER III

EMERGENCE OP THE IDEA OP THE SEEP?

I t  h a s  been  p o i n t e d  o u t  a l r e a d y  t h a t  I q b a l fs e a r l y  

p o e t i c  th o u g h t  e x h i b i t e d  s t r o n g  hues o f  p a n t h e i s t i c  

te n d e n c ie s *  I n  t h i s ,  how ever, he  was o n ly  b e in g  t r u e  t o  a 

lo n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  t r a d i t i o n  o f  t h i s  c h a r a c t e r  among th e  

Muslim p o e t s  o f  I n d ia *  I n t e r e s t i n g l y  enough , t h e  l o c a l  

m y s t ic  c l im a te  had  v e r y  l i t t l e  t o  do w i t h  th e  deve lopm ent 

o f  t h i s  t r e n d  i n  Muslim p o e t r y .  F o r  I n d i a n  p o e t r y  a t  

l a r g e  has  been f l o u r i s h i n g  a f t e r  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  P e r s i a n  

v e r s e  s in c e  t h e  days o f  Mogul em pero rs  who w ere  p r i m a r i l y  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  e x p a n s io n  o f  P e r s i a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

t r a d i t i o n s  o v e r  I n d i a . - One w ould , t h e r e f o r e ,  h av e  to  

t r a c e  t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  p a n th e ism  o f  I n d ia n  Muslims back 

t o  P e r s i a  where i t  h a s  had  a  lo n g  h i s t o r i c  b ac k g ro u n d .

I q b a l  h im s e l f  h as  made an  i l l u m i n a t i n g  s tu d y  o f  th e
p-i

b i r t h  and  g ro w th  o f  P e r s i a n  m y s t ic i s m ,  o r  S u f i i s m  t o  be 

more p r e c i s e ,  i n  h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  The D evelopm ent o f  

M e ta p h y s ic s  in  P e r s i a . D i f f e r e n t  s c h o l a r s  a p p a r e n t l y  h av e

^  The a n c i e n t  m y s t ic s  o f  P e r s i a  u s e d  t o  c a r r y  a 
k in d  o f  s p e c i a l  mark o f  i d e n t i t y  In  t h a t  th e y  w ould con
s t a n t l y  w ear a  d a rk  b l a n k e t  made o f  S u f— a c o a r s e  w oolen  
c l o t h — and came t o  b e  known a s  S u f is *



h ad  d i f f e r e n t  n o t i o n s  ab o u t t h e  o r i g i n  o f  P e r s i a n  S u fiism *

ISome t r y  to  r e l a t e  i t  to  I n d ia n  V ed en ta ;  o t h e r s  r e g a r d  i t

a s  an outcome o f  t h e  I n f l u e n c e s  o f  N e o -P la to n is m ;  s t i l l

o t h e r s  t h i n k  t h a t  S u f i i s m  was an “ Aryan r e a c t i o n  a g a i n s t

! the  u n e m o tio n a l  S e m i t ic  r e l i g i o n  f v i z  I s l a m !  I q b a l ,

how ever, i s  o f  th e  o p in io n  t h a t  each  o f  t h e s e  t h e o r i e s

|a p p e a r s  to  b e  a mere g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  inasm uch  a s  i t  i g n o r e s

' t h e  im p o r ta n t  p r i n c i p l e  “ t h a t  t h e  f u l l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  a

phenomenon in  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e v o l u t io n  o f  a  p e o p le  can

o n ly  be  com prehended in  t h e  l i g h t  o f  th o s e  p r e - e x i s t i n g

i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  w h ich  a lo n e

make i t s  e x i s t e n c e  i n e v i t a b l e •“ H is  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s

r e v e a l  t h e  f o l lo w in g  f a c t s  a b o u t  th e  I s l a m ic  l i f e  a t  t h e

end o f  t h e  E ig h th  and  th e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  N in th  C e n tu ry
24 .when, a c c o r d in g  t o  him , t h e  S u f i  i d e a l  came i n t o  be ing*

1 .  I t  was a  t im e  o f  “more o r  le ss* 1 p o l i t i c a l  un

r e s t  i n  P e r s i a *  The o v e r th ro w  o f  Umayyads (749 A*D*); 

t h e  p e r s e c u t i o n s  o f  Z end ikhs  and r e v o l t s  o f  P e r s i a n  

h e r e t i c s  (7 5 5 -7 8 0 ) ;  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  suprem acy 

among th e  sons  o f  B npero r Harun i n  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e

22 I q b a l ,  The Developm ent of  M e tap h y s ic s  i n  P e r s i a ,
p* 7 7 .

23 I b i d .
24

Cf., Ib id ., Chapter V.
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'N in th  C e n tu ry ;  th e s e  and  o th e r  l i k e  f a c t o r s  **♦ . • c o n t r i 

b u te d  t o  d r i v e  away s p i r i t s  o f  d e v o t io n a l  c h a r a c t e r  from

th e  sc e n e  o f  c o n t i n u a l  u n r e s t  t o  th e  b l i s s f u l  p ea ce  o f  an
25e v e r -d e e p e n in g  c o n te m p la t iv e  l i f e . 1*

2 .  I s l a m i c  R a t io n a l i s m  gave  r i s e  t o  s c e p t i c a l  

t e n d e n c i e s  among Muslims and l e d  them to  a p p e a l  t o  a

| * s u p r a - i n t e l l e c t u a l  s o u rc e  o f  k n o w le d g e .1*
!

: 3 .  The r i g i d ,  u n e m o t io n a l  p i e t y  o f  c e r t a i n  s c h o o ls

o f  I s la m — th e  H a n a f i t e ,  t h e  S h a f i i t e ,  th e  M a l i k i t e ,  and  

th e  H a m b a l i te - -w e re  a l s o  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  f o r c i n g  some o f  

t h e  s e n s i t i v e ,  s p i r i t u a l  m inds to  a s c e t i c  S u f i i s m .

4 .  The b i t t e r  t h e o l o g i c a l  c o n t r o v e r s i e s  d u r in g

t h i s  p e r io d  among th e  o ld  and  new s c h o o ls  o f  th o u g h t  i n

I s la m  M. . . te n d e d  n o t  o n ly  to  c o n f in e  r e l i g i o n  w i th in

th e  n a rro w  l i m i t s  o f  s c h o o l s ,  b u t  a l s o  s t i r r e d  up  th e
26s p i r i t  t o  r i s e  above a l l  s e c t a r i a n  w r a n g l i n g .1*

5 .  And f i n a l l y ,  I q b a l  t h i n k s  t h a t  th e  p r e s e n c e  of 

C h r i s t i a n  h e r m i t s ,  to o ,  p ro v e d  f a s c i n a t i n g  to  t h e  m inds o f  

e a r l y  Muslim s a i n t s  and s t i m u l a t e d  th e  g ro w th  of a s c e t i c i s m  

i n  I s la m .

Y et t h e  s e c r e t  o f  t h e  w id e s p re a d  and th e  v i t a l i t y

25 I b i d . ,  p .  78 .

26 I b i d . ,  p .  7 9 .
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i o f  S u f i i s m ,  I q b a l  p o i n t s  o u t ,  l i e s  in  i t s  s y n t h e s i s  and 

i a s s i m i l a t i o n  o f  t h e  S e m it ic  and  T e d a n t ic  p r i n c i p l e s  o f
i  i
l i f e .  In  c o n t r a s t  t o  S e m i t ic  em phasis  on t h e  t r a n s f o r m a -  ,

: ' I
; t i o n  o f  human w i l l  and  V e d a n t lc  p r e o c c u p a t io n  w i t h  th e  |

!m e n ta l  a s p e c t s  o f  man1s n a t u r e ,  t h e  S u f i  t e l l s  u s  to

**bring a b o u t  t h e  t r a n s f d r m a t i o n  o f  f e e l i n g ,  o f  w hich  w i l l
I2*7

and  u n d e r s t a n d in g  a r e  o n ly  s p e c i a l i z e d  fo rm s* 1* He goes
j

even f u r t h e r  and  pays homage t o  B u d h i s t i c  i d e a  o f  N irv an a

as  w e l l ;  human ego f o r  him i s  m e a n in g le s s - - s o m e th in g  to
i

be  d e s t r o y e d .  H is  fo rm u la  of s a l v a t i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  j
!

^Love*1— Hlo v e  a l l ,  and  f o r g e t  y o u r  own i n d i v i d u a l i t y  i n  

ido ing  good t o  o t h e r s . 1*^® I q b a l  sums up th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c
i i

f e a t u r e s  o f  S u f i i s m  i n  t h e  f o l lo w in g  re m a rk s :

L ik e  t h e  g e o g r a p h ic a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  i t s  home, i t  
s t a n d s  m id-w ay be tw een  t h e  S e m it ic  an d  th e  Aryan, 
a s s i m i l a t i n g  I d e a s  from  b o th  s i d e s ,  and  g i v i n g  th e  
•stamp o f  i t s  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  w h ich , on t h e  w h o le ,  i s  
more Aryan th a n  S e m i t ic  i n  c h a r a c t e r .  I t  w ould , 
t h e r e f o r e ,  be  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  s e c r e t  o f  t h e  v i t a l i t y  
o f  S u f i i s m  i s  th e  co m ple te  view o f  human n a t u r e  upon 
w hich  i t  i s  b a s e d .  I t  h a s  s u r v iv e d  o r th o d o x  p e r s e c u 
t i o n s  and p o l i t i c a l  r e v o l u t i o n s ,  b e c a u s e  i t  a p p e a ls  
t o  human n a t u r e  i n  I t s  e n t i r e t y ;  and w h i l e  i t  
c o n c e n t r a t e s  i t s  i n t e r e s t  c h i e f l y  i n  a l i f e  of s e l f -  
d e n i a l ,  I t  a l lo w s  f r e e  p la y  to  t h e  s p e c u l a t i v e  
te n d e n c y  as  w e l l . 29

P7
I b i d . ,  p .  8 2 .

28 i b i a .

29 X b ld . ,  p .  8 3 .



N o n e th e le s s ,  S u f i i s m ,  i n  i t s  b a s i c  c o n t e n t ,  rem a in ed  

c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  I s l a m ,  even th o u g h  th e  S u f i s  

so u g h t to  j u s t i f y  t h e i r  v iews from  th e  Q u aran ic  s t a n d p o in t  

a l s o *  Whereas S u f i i s m  f e r v e n t l y  a d v o c a te d  o t h e r -  

w o r l d l i n e s s  and co m p le te  a b n e g a t io n  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s e l f ,  

I s l a m  c o n f r o n t s  t h e  m a t e r i a l  w o r ld  w i t h  a b o l d  wy e s ft i n  

o r d e r  to  g a in  m a s te ry  o v e r  i t s  f o r c e s ,  and  a d v i s e s  man to  

c r e a t e  i n  h im s e l f  “ t h e  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  God*® C o n s id e r ,  f o r  

i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  f o l lo w in g  v e r s e s  from  th e  Q uran :

V e r i l y  I n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  th e  Heavens and t h e  e a r t h ,  
an d  in  t h e  s u c c e s s io n  o f  t h e  n i g h t  and of t h e  d a y ,  a r e  
s ig n s  f o r  men o f  u n d e r s t a n d in g ;  who, s t a n d in g  and 
s i t t i n g  and r e c l i n i n g ,  b e a r  God in  mind and r e f l e c t  on 
t h e  C r e a t io n  o f  t h e  Heavens and of t h e  e a r t h ,  and  s a y :
11 Oh, o u r  L o rd l Thou h a s t  n o t  c r e a t e d  t h i s  i n  v a i n . 11̂

30 They c o n n e c t  t h e i r  c r e e d  to  A l i ,  Muhammad’s 
c o u s in  and  s o n - in - l a w  and l a t e r  one of t h e  C a l ip h s  o f  
A ra b ia ,  and  c la im  t h a t  t h e  P ro p h e t  had  conveyed an e s o 
t e r i c  t e a c h i n g  t o  him  w hieh  was n o t  c o n ta in e d  i n  t h e  Quran* 
I n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e i r  a rgum en t t h e y  r e f e r  t o  t h i s  v e r s e  of
th e  Book; “As we have s e n t  a p ro p h e t  t o  you from  among
y o u r s e lv e s  who r e a d s  o u r  v e r s e s  t o  you , p u r i f i e s  you , 
t e a c h e s  you th e  Book and t h e  Wisdom, and  t e a c h e s  you what 
you d id  n o t  know b e f o r e * 11 11 The Wisdom1’ a l l u d e d  t o  i n  t h e
v e r s e ,  t h e y  c o n t e n t ,  i s  w hat c o n s t i t u t e s  t h a t  e s o t e r i c  
t e a c h in g  com m unicated to  A l i  by  t h e  p r o p h e t .  They f u r t h e r  
t r y  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e i r  p a n t h e i s t i c  v ie w p o in t  i n  te rm s  
o f  v e r s e s  l i k e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

“ God i s  t h e  l i g h t  of heaven  and e a r t h . “

“We a r e  n ig h e r  t o  him (man) th a n  h i s  own
j u g u la r  v e i n , 1’ e t c .  (G f. C h a p te r  V, I b i d . )

I q b a l ,  The R e c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  R e l i g i o u s  Thought 
i n  I s l a m , o p . c i t . ,  p .  9 .



2 2  i

i
And a g a i n :  1

I
And H© h a t h  s u b je c t e d  t o  you th e  m ig h t and th e  day , ;

t h e  sun  and t h e  moon, and th e  s t a r s  to o  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  
you by H is  b e h e s t ;  v e r i l y  i n  t h i s  a r e  s i g n s  f o r  th o s e  
who u n d e rs  t  and *32

i
Thus i t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  th e  a s c e t i c i s m  o f  th e  S u f i  

r a n  i n  d i r e c t  o p p o s i t i o n  to  t h e  dynamism o f  Is lam * And y e t ,  

i n  s p i t e  o f  i t s  i n n o c e n t  b e g i n n in g s ,  S u f i i s m  grew r a p i d l y  j

t o  assum e enormous d im e n s io n s  and became a m a jo r  f a c t o r  j

i n  t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  I s l a m ic  c i v i l i z a t i o n .

I q b a l ,  who was d r i f t i n g  in  t h e  same s t r e a m ,  seems 

to  have come t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  d a n g e rs  o f  p a n t h e i s t i c  

S u f i i s m  d u r in g  th e  c o u r s e  o f  h i s  s t a y  in  Europe* He 

p ro b ed  deep  i n t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h i s  movement, i n  o r d e r  |

n o t  o n ly  t o  c u re  h i m s e l f  o f  h i s  o ld  m a lady  b u t  a l s o  t o  

c a rv e  a sound  b a s i s  f o r  h i s  f u t u r e  th o u g h t .  He d i s 

c o v e re d  t h a t  S u f i i s t i c  d o c t r i n e  was v u ln e r a b le  b o t h  on 

r e l i g i o n s  and p h i lo s o p h ic  c o u n t s .

From t h e  r e l i g i o u s  p o i n t  of v iew , a s  w© have a l 

r e a d y  s e e n ,  I s la m  p l a c e s  a d i s t i n c t  em phasis  on th e  

r e a l i t y  of th e  m a t e r i a l  w o r l d - - t h e  v e r y  t h i n g  t h a t  th e  

S u f i  d e n i e s .  So, a r g u e s  I q b a l :

• • • I n n e r  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  o n ly  one s o u r c e  o f  
human know ledge . A cco rd in g  t o  th e  Quran t h e r e  a r e

32 Ib id ., r. 10
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two o th e r  s o u rc e s  o f  know ledge—N a tu re  and  H i s t o r y ;  
and i t  i s  i n  ta p p in g  t h e s e  s o u r c e s  o f  know ledge t h a t  
t h e  s p i r i t  of I s la m  i s  seen  a t  i t s  b e s t .  The Quran 
s e e s  s i g n s  o f  t h e  u l t i m a t e  R e a l i t y  i n  t h e  * s u n ,!# th e  
*moon, * 1 t h e  le n g th e n in g  o u t  of shadows,*  * t h e  
a l t e r n a t i o n  o f  d ay  and  n i g h t , *  * the  v a r i e t y  o f  human 
c o lo u r  and  to n g u e s ,*  * th e  a l t e r n a t i o n  o f  t h e  d ay s  of 
s u c c e s s  and r e v e r s e  among p e o p l e s * - - i n  f a c t  i n  th e  
w hole o f  n a t u r e  a s  r e v e a l e d  t o  th e  s e n s e - p e r c e p t i o n  
o f  man. And t h e  M uslim ’s d u ty  i s  t o  r e f l e c t  on th e s e  
s ig n s  and n o t  t o  p a s s  by  them a s  i f  he i s  d e a f  and 
b l i n d ,  f o r  ’ he  who does n o t  see  t h e s e  s ig n s  in  t h i s  
l i f e  w i l l  rem a in  b l i n d  t o  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  l i f e
t o  co m e .*38

From th e  p h i lo s o p h ic  s t a n d p o i n t ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h an d , 

th e  p a n t h e i s t i c  S u f i  w i l l  be h a rd  p u t  t o  i t  t o  e x p l a i n  

th e  b e in g  o f  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  o b j e c t i v e  w o r ld . ^  He may 

e i t h e r  r e g a r d  th e  phenomena a s  th e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  God 

o r  as  t h e  em an a tio n  o f  Him. Y et i n  e a ch  c a s e  he  c a n n o t  

h e l p  b u t  r e c o g n iz e  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  o f  e x i s t e n c e  i n  t h e  

o b j e c t i v e  w o r ld .  F o r  exam ple , t h e  s c h o o l  o f  S u f i i s m  

w hich  th in k s  o f  th e  U l t im a te  R e a l i t y  a s  B e a u ty ,  ’’whose 

v e r y  n a t u r e  c o n s i s t s  i n  s e e i n g  i t s  own ’fa c e *  r e f l e c t e d  

in  th e  U n i v e r s e - m i r r o r , d i s t i n g u i s h e s  b e tw een  two 

k in d s  of  su c h  m i r r o r s .

33 I b i d . ,  p .  121 .
34 E n v er ,  The M e ta p h y s ic s  o f  I q b a l , o p . c i t . ,  p .  32 .
35 I q b a l ,  The D evelopm ent o f  M e ta p h y s ic s  i n  P e r s i a ,  

o p * c i t . ,  p .  8 8 .  ----------------



1* That w h ic h  shows m e re ly  a r e f l e c t e d  im age— 
t h e  e x t e r n a l  w o r ld .

2 .  T hat w h ic h  shows t h e  r e a l  e s s e n c e — th e  b e in g
o f  man*36

Or a g a in  th e  s c h o o l  w h ich  c o n c e iv e s  R e a l i t y  a s  L ig h t  h o ld s

t h a t  11 t h e  f a c t  o f  e m p i r i c a l  d i v e r s i t y  n e c e s s i t a t e s  a

p r i n c i p l e  o f  d i f f e r e n c e  i n ' t h e  n a t u r e  o f  th e  U l t im a te

R e a l i t y .* * ^  F o r  them  “ th e  w hole u n i v e r s e  i s  .  . • a

c o n t in u o u s  s e r i e s  o f  c i r c l e s  o f  e x i s t e n c e ,  a l l  d ep en d in g

on t h e  o r i g i n a l  L i g h t .  Those n e a r e r  t o  t h e  s o u rc e  r e c e i v e
3ftmore i l l u m i n a t i o n  th a n  th o s e  more d i s t a n t •“ Man, o f  

c o u r s e ,  r a n k s  h ig h  in  t h i s  s c a l e  o f  e x i s t e n c e  a l s o *

Thus, i t  dawned upon I q b a l  t h a t  even p a n th e ism  

c o u ld  n o t  ig n o r e  t h e  u n iq u e n e s s  o f  t h e  b e in g  o f  man, o r  

subdue h i s  i n d i v i d u a l i t y ;  human ego a lw ay s  w ould  a s s e r t  

i t s e l f  and emerge a s  more r e a l  th a n  an y  o t h e r  l e v e l  o f  

e x i s t e n c e .  I t  was w i th  t h i s  t h a t  he r e v o l t e d  a g a i n s t  

t h e  S u f i  c r e e d .  B e s id e s ,  he  th o u g h t ,  w i th o u t  th e  S e l f  a s  

th e  c e n t e r  of a l l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h e  S u f i  c o u ld  n o t  v e r y  w e l l  

t a l k  o f  any  I n n e r  o r  o u t e r  e x p e r i e n c e .  In  o r d e r ,  t h e r e 

f o r e ,  t o  a f f i r m  th e  r e a l i t y  of  God, he m ust f i r s t  a f f i r m

36 C f. I b i d . ,  p .  9 0 .

I b i d . ,  p .  94 .

38 Ib id ., p. 104.



| t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  S e l f .  H ence, s e l f - a f f i r m a t i o n ,  an d  n o t  j

‘s e l f - a b n e g a t i o n ,  s h o u ld  be th e  i d e a l  o f  man. I

T h i s ,  how ever, was j u s t  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  (

;deve lopm ent of a  dynam ic sy s tem  o f  m e ta p h y s i c s .  F o r  soon 

;he was t o  s e e  t h e  i d e a  o f  t h e  S e l f  o p e r a t i n g  b e h in d  a l l  ■

e x i s t e n c e s  j

"The fo rm  o f  e x i s t e n c e  i s  an e f f e c t  o f  t h e  S e l f  I
w h a ts o e v e r  th o u  s e e s t  i s  t h e * s e c r e t  o f  th e  s e l f . "  j

; I

F u r th e rm o re ,  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  p e r s i s t s  i n  e v e r y t h i n g .  " A l l  1
i

l i f e , "  he w r i t e s ,  " i s  i n d i v i d u a l ;  t h e r e  i s  no s u c h  t h i n g  a s

u n i v e r s a l  l i f e .  God H im se lf  i s  an  i n d i v i d u a l s  He i s  t h e  ;

m ost u n iq u e  i n d i v i d u a l . 1*4^

I t  w ould seem t h a t  I q b a l  drew c o n s id e r a b le  s u p p o r t

f o r  h i s  th o u g h t  from  P r o f e s s o r  M cT aggart, h i s  t e a c h e r  a t
41T r i n i t y  C o l le g e  I n  C am bridge. The l a t t e r ,  f o l lo w in g

H e g e l’ s d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  a b s o l u t e  I d e a ,  th o u g h t  o f  r e a l i t y

a s  S p i r i t  c o n s i s t i n g  i n  a  "community o f  i n d i v i d u a l s "  e a c h
42o f  whom " p a r t a k e s  o f  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  n a t u r e  o f  S p i r i t . "

T h is  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  o f  S p i r i t  i n t o  p a r t s  i s  n e c e s s a r y  b e -

I q b a l ,  The S e c r e t s  o f  t h e  S e l f ,  op . c i t . ,  p .
16 , l i n e s  187 , 188 .

40 I b i d . ,  p .  x v i i .

41 E h v er ,  o p . c i t . , p .  33 .

4^ J .  M. E l l i s  M cTaggart, P h i l o s o p h i c a l  S tu d i e s  
(Hew Y ork : Longman, G reen & C o ., 1934')', p .  2 1 4 .



cause without them i t  would be reduced to the state of

m ere B eing  w hich  i s  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  n o t h i n g .  And s i n c e  

I n d i v i d u a l  e x i s t e n c e  I s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  save  a s  a  p a r t  o f  

t h e  w ho le , th e  u n i t y  o f  t h e  A b s o lu te  re m a in s  u n a f f e c t e d

by i t s  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  I n t o  an o rg an ism  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  

i n d i v i d u a l s .  S p i r i t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  r e a l i z e d  n o t  o n ly  i n

t h e  w hole  b u t  I n  e a c h  s i n g l e  p a r t  a l s o .  M cTaggart*s I

p o s i t i o n  I s  b e a u t i f u l l y  summed up In  th e  f o l lo w in g  p a s s a g e :

We c o n c e iv e  t h e  u n i v e r s e  a s  a  s p i r i t u a l  w h o le ,  j
made up o f  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  who have no e x i s t e n c e  e x c e p t  
a s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  w ho le , a s  th e  w h o le ,  on !
th e  o th e r  hand , h as  no  e x i s t e n c e  e x c e p t  a s  m a n i f e s t e d  1 
i n  them . The i n d i v i d u a l s ,  a g a in ,  f i n d  t h e i r  mean- j
in g  and r e a l i t y  o n ly  i n  t h e i r  c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  one i
a n o t h e r .  And t h i s  c o n n e c t io n  i s  n o t  t o  be  c o n c e iv e d  
a s  a m e c h a n ic a l  o r  a r b i t r a r y  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p a r t i c u l a r s ,  
b u t  a s  e x h i b i t i n g  some p la n  o r  p r i n c i p l e ,  i n  w hich  
t h e  s e l f - d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  i n t o  t h e  
p a r t i c u l a r ,  h a s  become so  p e r f e c t ,  t h a t  f rom  th e  
Id e a  o f  t h e  w ho le  we c o u ld  d e te rm in e  any  p a r t ,  and 
from  any  p a r t  we c o u ld  d e te rm in e  a l l  t h e  o th e r  • The 
r e l a t i o n  in  w h ich  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l ,  a s  s u b j e c t ,  f i n d s  
h im s e l f  t o  th e  o t h e r s  a s  o b j e c t s  i s  one i n  w h ich  
s u b j e c t  and  o b j e c t  a r e  i n  p e r f e c t  e q u i l i b r i u m  and 
p e r f e c t  h a rm o n y .^3

Such a c o n c e p t  of R e a l i t y ,  o b v io u s ly ,  seems to  

v i s u a l i z e  t h e  u n i v e r s e  a s  a n e a t l y  composed symphony, 

c o m p le te  and consummated I n  a l l  a s p e c t s .  I q b a l ,  th o u g h  i n  

a c c o rd  w i t h  t h e  b a s i c  t h e s i s  o f  t h e  a rg u m e n t,  had  y e t  a

43 I b i d . ,  p .  266 .



d i f f e r e n t  p i c t u r e  o f  R e a l i t y  i n  h i s  mind* He d id  n o t  

b e l i e v e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h a t  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  was m e re ly  a 

p a s s iv e  a g e n t  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  s p i r i t ;  

n o r  d i d  he  t h i n k  t h a t  th e  u n i v e r s e  had  r e a c h e d  i t s  con

summation a s  y e t*  H©nce, he w r i t e s :

The u n i v e r s e ,  a s  D r. M cTaggart s a y s ,  i s  an  
a s s o c i a t i o n  of i n d i v i d u a l s ;  b u t  we m ust add t h a t  th e
o r d e r l i n e s s  and  a d ju s tm e n t  w h ic h  we f i n d  i n  t h i s
a s s o c i a t i o n  i s  n o t  e t e r n a l l y  a c h ie v e d  and c o m p le te  
i n  i t s e l f .  I t  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  i n s t i n c t i v e  o r  
c o n s c io u s  e f f o r t .  We a r e  g r a d u a l l y  t r a v e l l i n g  from  
chaos  t o  cosmos and  a r e  h e l p e r s  i n  t h i s  a c h ie v e m e n t .  
Nor a r e  t h e  members o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  f i x e d ;  new 
members a r e  e v e r  coming to  b i r t h  t o  c o o p e ra te  i n  t h e  
g r e a t  t a s k .  Thus t h e  u n i v e r s e  i s  n o t  a  co m p le ted  
a c t :  i t  I s  s t i l l  i n  th e  c o u r s e  o f  f o m a t i o n .  . • • 
The p r o c e s s  o f  c r e a t i o n  i s  s t i l l  g o in g  on , and man 
to o  t a k e s  h i s  s h a r e  i n  i t ,  inasm uch  a s  h e  b r i n g s  
o r d e r  i n t o  a t  l e a s t  a  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  c h a o s .44

Be as i t  may, th e  f a c t  t h a t  em erges from  t h i s  

d i s c u s s i o n  i s  t h a t  th e  im pac t o f  t h e  West had  awakened 

th e  g e n iu s  i n  I q b a l .  By now he  was w e l l  on h i s  way to

f o r m u l a t e  h i s  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  th e  S e l f .

44 Iqbal, Secrets of the S elf , op. c i t . ,  pp. x v i i ;
x v i i i .



CHAPTER IV

DETERMINATION OP THE IDEA. OP THE SELF

The U n iv e r s e ,  f o r  I q b a l ,  i s  an  tfa s s o c i a t i o n  o f  

; i n d i v i d u a l s , ft o r  egos a s  he  c a l l s  i t ,  em an a tin g  from  and  

h ea d ed  by " th e  m ost u n iq u e  i n d i v i d u a l " - - t h e  U l t im a te  % o  

o r  God R e a l i t y ,  c o n c e iv e d  a s  su c h ,  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  

!s p i r i t u a l .  !II  have c o n c e iv e d  th e  U l t im a te  R e a l i t y , 11 

;w r i t e s  I q b a l ,  " a s  an  Ego; and  I  m ust add t h a t  from  t h e  

U l t im a te  Ego o n ly  egos p r o c e e d .  • • . The w o r ld ,  i n  a l l  

i t s  d e t a i l s ,  from  m e c h a n ic a l  movement of  w hat we c a l l  t h e  

atom  o f  m a t t e r  to  th e  f r e e  movement o f  th o u g h t  i n  t h e  

human ego , i s  th e  s e l f - r e v e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  fG re a t  I  a m t1 

E very  atom o f  D iv in e  e n e rg y ,  however low i n  th e  s c a le  o f  

e x i s t e n c e ,  i s  an e g o . ll4:^

But some e g o s ,  i t  w ould seem, a r e  more r e a l  t h a n  

o t h e r s ;  f o r  " t h e  d e g re e  of r e a l i t y  v a r i e s  w i t h  t h e  d e g re e  

o f  th e  f e e l i n g  o f  e g o h o o d .11 S in c e  man, I q b a l  s a y s ,  i s  

d i r e c t l y  c o n s c io u s  o f  h i s  own r e a l i t y ,  i n  him egohood 

r e a c h e s  I t s  r e l a t i v e  p e r f e c t i o n .  And i t  i s  i n  man, t h e r e 

f o r e ,  t h a t  t h e  id e a  o f  t h e  S e l f  f i n d s  i t s  f u l l  e x p r e s s i o n .

I q b a l ,  The Re c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  R e l i g i o u s Thought 
i n  I s l a m , p .  68.

46 Ibid.
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The q u e s t i o n  h e r e  a r i s e s  a s  to  how does man become

c o n s c io u s  o f  h i s  s e l f ?  And w hat i s  th e  n a t u r e  o f  th e  s e l f

r e v e a l e d  i n  t h i s  e x p e r ie n c e ?  A s a t i s f a c t o r y  an sw er  to

b o th  a s p e c t s  o f  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  s h o u ld  p e rh a p s  en a b le  us to

com prehend I q b a l ’ s n o t io n  o f  t h e  S e l f  more r e a d i l y .  F i r s t ,

! then , th e  a s p e c t  o f  a t t a i n i n g  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  th e  S e l f :

G ogito  e rg o  sum, 111 t h i n k ,  t h e r e f o r e  I  am ,11 i s

e x c e l l e n t  a s  f a r  a s  i t  g o e s .  But i t  does n o t  go f a r
47enough; a t  b e s t  i t  rem a in s  an i n f e r e n c e .  I t  does n o t

p ro b e  d eep  I n t o  o u r  w. . . p r i v i l e g e d  c a s e  o f  e x i s t e n c e
48I n  w h ich  we a r e  i n  a b s o l u t e  c o n t a c t  w i th  R e a l i ty * *  I t  

I s  when we p e r c e iv e  o u r s e lv e s  ltI n t e r n a l l y ,  deeply*1 t h a t  

t h e  s e c r e t  of t h i s  p r i v i l e g e d  e x i s t e n c e  i s  r e v e a l e d  t o  u s .  

What do I  f i n d  when I  f i x  my g a z e  on my in n e r  l i f e ?  In  

th e  w ords o f  B e rg so n , *1 p a s s  f ro m  s t a t e  t o  s t a t e .  I  am 

warm o r  c o l d .  I  am m e rry  or s a d .  I  work o r  do n o t h i n g .

I  lo o k  a t  w hat i s  a ro u n d  me o r  I  t h i n k  o f  so m e th in g  e l s e .  

S e n s a t i o n s ,  f e e l i n g s ,  v o l i t i o n s ,  i d e a s - - s u c h  a r e  th e  

changes  i n t o  w h ich  my e x i s t e n c e  i s  d i v i d e d  and w h ic h

4 7 S e v e r ,  M e tap h y s ic s  o f  I q b a l , p* 3 5 .
48 I q b a l ,  The R e c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  R e l ig io u s  Thought

-  rmrnrnm^mmmm m—mmmma   h i jl. ,y m l11 ■"f'll w r m m i  ■rrriiBi n  I s la m ,  p .  44 .



30
49c o lo u r  i t  i n  t e r m s . ” I q b a l ,  l i k e  B e rg so n ,  w ould  a s s e r t  

t h a t  we s e i z e  t h i s  r e a l i t y  from  w i t h i n ,  i . e . ,  by  i n t u i 

t i o n :  "we may s y m p a th iz e  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  w i t h  n o th in g
50e l s e ,  b u t  we c e r t a i n l y  s y n p a th i z e  w i t h  o u r  own s e l v e s • ” 

I q b a l  w ould f u r t h e r  add t h a t  t h e  I n t u i t i o n  o f  th e  s e l f  i s  

b e s t  r e a l i z e d  i n  moments o f  " t e n s i o n ” ; f o r  " i n n e r  e x p e r 

i e n c e  i s  t h e  ego a t  work £and] we a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  ego i t -
51s e l f  In  t h e  a c t  o f  p e r c e i v i n g ,  ju d g in g  and  w i l l i n g . 1*

The f a c t  r e m a in s ,  how ever, t h a t  I t  i s  i n t u i t i o n ,  and  n o t  

th o u g h t ,  w hich  f u r n i s h e s  th e  s u r e s t  g ro u n d s  f o r  th e  

e x i s t e n c e  and  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  s e l f .
t

But s in c e  we have j u s t i f i e d  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  th e
i

s e l f  in  te rm s  o f  i n t u i t i o n ,  we a r e  p e rh a p s  o b l i g a t e d  to  

s u b j e c t  th e  m ethod o f  i n t u i t i o n  i t s e l f  t o  some s o r t  o f  

e x a m in a t io n .  What e x a c t l y  i s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h i s  phenomenon 

c a l l e d  i n t u i t i o n ?  One may n a t u r a l l y  a s k .

I n t u i t i o n  (w hich f o r  I q b a l  i s  synonymous w i t h  

m y s t i e - c o n s c i o u s n e s s ) ,  he  would m a i n t a i n ,  i s  a v e ry  

u n iq u e  k in d  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  " i n  w h ic h  s e n s a t i o n ,  i n  th e

49 I b i d . ,  p .  44 .
50 H er! B e rg so n ,  Axi I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  M e tap h y s ics  

(New Y ork : [ T r a n s l a t e d  by T. E . Hulmej 1 9 4 9 ) ,  p .  2 5 .

51 I q b a l ,  o p . C i t . ,  p .  97 .



52p h y s i o l o g i c a l  s e n s e  o f  th e  w ord , does  n o t  p l a y  any  p a r t * ” ' '  

The i n t u i t i o n a l  l e v e l  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  t r a n s c e n d s  t h e  l e v e l s  

o f  s e n s e - p e r c e p t i o n  and th o u g h t .  F o r ,  th o u g h t  “g r a s p s  

R e a l i t y  p ie c e m e a l” and  i n t u i t i o n  “g r a s p s  i t  i n  i t s  w hole

n e s s . ” 53 “ The one f i x e s  i t s  gaze  on t h e  e t e r n a l ,  t h e
5 4

o t h e r  on t h e  t e m p o ra l  a s p e c t  o f  R e a l i t y . ” M oreover, 

I q b a l ,  a f t e r  t h e  f a s h i o n  o f  th e  Q uran , t h i n k s  t h a t  i n t u i 

t i o n  i s  a  p e c u l i a r  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  h e a r t  an d  n o t  t h e  mind 

o r  i n t e l l e c t :

T h e fh e a r t f I s  a  k in d  o f  i n n e r  i n t u i t i o n  o r  i n s i g h t  
w h ich  • • • b r i n g s  u s  i n t o  c o n t a c t  w i th  a s p e c t s  o f  
R e a l i t y  o t h e r  th a n  th o s e  open t o  s e n s e - p e r c e p t i o n .
We m ust n o t ,  how ever, r e g a r d  i t  a s  a  m y s te r io u s  
s p e c i a l  f a c u l t y  • • . [ for]  . . • t h e  v i s t a  o f  e x p e r 
ie n c e  t h u s  opened  t o  u s  i s  a s  r e a l  and c o n c r e te  a s  
an y  o t h e r  e x p e r i e n c e .  To d e s c r i b e  i t  a s  p s y c h ic ,  
m y s t i c a l ,  o r  s u p e r n a t u r a l  d o es  n o t  d e t r a c t  i t s  v a lu e
a s  e x p e r i e n c e . 5*5

I t  may b e ,  he p o i n t s  o u t ,  t h a t  we a r e  n o t  y e t  in  

p o s s e s s io n  o f  an  a d e q u a te  s c i e n t i f i c  m ethod to  s t u d y  and  

a n a ly s e  th e  c o n t e n t s  o f  n o n - r a t i o n a l  modes o f  o u r  con

s c i o u s n e s s .  B e s id e s ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  m ankind  owes so much 

t o  t h e  r e v e a l e d  and  m y s t ic  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  r e a s o n

52 I b i d . ,  p .  1 5 .

53 I b i d . ,  p .  2 .

54 I b i d .

Ib id ., p. 15.
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|why we c a n n o t r e j e c t  t h e  n o n - r a t l o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  m ereI
i

' i l l u s i o n ,  i n t u i t i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  s h o u ld  be  c o n s id e r e d  a
i
l e g i t i m a t e  s o u r c e  o f  human know ledge . I t s  m ain  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e :
i

I 1 .  I n t u i t i o n  i s  a  s u p r a - s e n s u a l  s o u r c e  o f  know ledge

and a f f o r d s  an im m ed ia te  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  K e a l i t y .

2 .  I t  i s  an u n a n a ly s a b le  w h o le :  ftth e  m y s t i c  s t a t e

b r i n g s  u s  i n t o  c o n t a c t  w i th  th e  t o t a l  p a s sa g e  o f  R e a l i t y

;in w h ich  a l l  t h e  d i v e r s e  s t i m u l i  m erge i n t o  one a n o th e r

an d  form  a s i n g l e  u n a n a ly s a b le  u n i t y  in  w h ich  th e  o r d i n a r y
56d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  s u b j e c t  and  o b j e c t  does n o t  e x i s t . ”

3 .  I n t u i t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  b y  v i r t u e  o f  i t s  v e ryi
n a t u r e ,  i s  incom m unicab le , e x c e p t  pe rhaps  in  t h e  fo rm  o f  

I d e a .  I t  i s  more o f  a  f e e l i n g  t h a n  th o u g h t .  !tThe Incom - 

m u n i c a b l l i t y  o f  m y s t ic  e x p e r i e n c e , ” w r i t e s  I q b a l ,  ” i s  due 

t o  th e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a m a t t e r  o f  i n a r t i c u l a t e  

f e e l i n g ,  u n to u c h e d  by  d i s c u r s i v e  i n t e l l e c t .  I t  m u s t ,  

how ever, be  n o te d  t h a t  m y s t ic  f e e l i n g ,  l i k e  a l l  f e e l i n g ,  

h as  a  c o g n i t i v e  e le m e n t  a l s o ;  an d  i t  i s ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  b e 

ca u se  o f  t h i s  c o g n i t i v e  e lem e n t t h a t  i t  le n d s  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  

fo rm  o f  Id e a .* 1̂

56 I b i d . ,  p .  7 8 .

I b i d . ,  p .  2 0 .
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4 .  Sine© I n t u i t i o n  g r a s p s  r e a l i t y  im m e d ia te ly  and ,

i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y ,  t h e  s e r i a l  t im e  a p p e a r s  t o  i t  a s  u n r e a l .
1 1

I n  th e  a c t  o f  i n t u i t i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  one a t t a i n s  Mi n t i m a t e  :
58a s s o c i a t i o n  w i th  t h e  e t e r n a l . 11l

I t  i s  w i t h  t h i s  s o r t  o f  i n t u i t i o n ,  t h e n ,  t h a t

man becomes c o n s c io u s  o f  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  h i s  s e l f .  I t s

! e f f i c a c y ,  In  t h e s e  t e r m s ,  I s  i n c o n t e s t a b l e ,  even th o u g h  j
59i t  may be  “ to o  p ro fo u n d  to  be i n t e l l e c t u a l ! z e d . 1*

We may now r  e tu rn  t o  t h e  se c o n d  p a r t  o f  our o r i g i n a l  

q u e s t i o n ,  nam ely , w hat I s  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  s e l f ?
i

When we d i r e c t  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  In w ard  we p e r c e iv e  th e  

;ego a s  a  u n i t y  o f  “ e v e n t s 1* o r  “m e n ta l  s t a t e s . t# These 

s t a t e s  a r e  so  r e l a t e d  to  e a c h  o t h e r  t h a t  t h e y  fo rm  a

3

58 I b i d . , p .  2 1 .
59 Ib id ., p# 93.



34

!c o n t in u o u s  f l u x  w h ich  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  u n iq u e :  nt h e y  mean

and in v o lv e  one a n o t h e r • 11 ̂  T h is  u n i t y  i s  n o t  com parab le  

t o  th e  u n i t y  o f  a  m a t e r i a l  t h i n g ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  b e c a u s e  

I the  p a r t s  o f  a  m a t e r i a l  t h in g  can  e x i s t  i n  m u tu a l  i s o l a 

t io n #  Nor a r e  th e  t im e - s p a c e  c o n c e p ts  t h a t  g o v e rn  t h e  

m a t e r i a l  e v e n ts  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  m e n ta l  e v e n t s .  I t  i s  

p e r f e c t l y  p o s s i b l e  f o r  th e  ego to  assum e more th a n  one 

s p a c e - o r d e r : ttt h e  sp a c e  o f  w ak ing  c o n s c io u s n e s s  and

dream  sp a ce  h av e  no m e n ta l  r e l a t i o n ;  t h e y  do n o t  i n t e r f e r e
«61w i t h  o r  o v e r la p  e a c h  o t h e r * ” On th e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  

t im e - s p a n  o f  t h e  ego , u n l i k e  t h e  t im e - s p a n  o f  th e  p h y s i c a l

6 0  P a id .

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o te  t h e  e x a c t  s i m i l a r i t y  
be tw een  I q b a l  and  B ergson  on t h i s  s u b je c t#  I n  An I n t r o 
d u c t i o n  t o  M e ta p h y s ic s  ( p .  2 5 ) ,  B ergson  makes th e  f o l lo w 
in g  rem a rk s  w h i le  a n a l y s i n g  th e  c o n t e n t  of t h e  I n n e r  s e l f :

T here  i s  a  s u c c e s s io n  o f  s t a t e s ,  e a c h  o f  w h ich  
announces  t h a t  w h ich  f o l lo w s  and c o n t a i n s  t h a t  w hich  
p r e c e d e s  i t #  They c a n ,  p r o p e r l y  s p e a k in g ,  o n ly  be 
s a i d  t o  fo rm  m u l t i p l e  s t a t e s  when I  have  a l r e a d y  
p a s s e d  them and t u r n  b a c k  t o  o b se rv e  t h e i r  t r a c k .  
W h i ls t  I  was e x p e r i e n c in g  them , t h e y  w ere  so  s o l i d l y  
o r g a n iz e d ,  so  p ro fo u n d ly  a n im a te d  w i th  a  common l i f e ,  
t h a t  I  c o u ld  n o t  have  s a i d  w here any  one o f  them 
f i n i s h e d  o r  w here a n o th e r  commenced. I n  r e a l i t y  no 
one of them  b e g in s  o r  e n d s ,  b u t  a l l  e x te n d  I n t o  ea c h  
o t h e r .

F o r  a c o m p a ra t iv e  s tu d y  o f  I q b a l  and  B e rg so n , s e e  
C h a p te r  V*

61 I b i d . ,  p .  94 .
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e v e n t ,  i s  p u re  d u r a t i o n .  I t  i s  n o t  s t r e t c h e d  l i k e  a  

s t r a i g h t  l i n e  i n  t h e  sp a ce  h u t  " i s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  w i t h i n  i t  

and l i n k e d  w i th  i t s  p r e s e n t  and f u t u r e  i n  a  u n iq u e
n62m a n n e r ."

A n o th e r  im p o r ta n t  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  u n i t y  o f  t h e  e g o ,

a c c o r d in g  t o  I q b a l ,  i s  i t s  “ e s s e n t i a l  p r i v a c y . "  I t  i s

i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  t h a t  e v e ry  ego i s  u n iq u e .  In  s p i t e  o f  i t s

c a p a c i t y  to  r e sp o n d  t o  o th e r  e g o s ,  e v e ry  ego “ i s  s e l f -

ic e n te r e d  and p o s s e s s e s  a p r i v a t e  c i r c u i t  o f  i n d i v i d u a -  
63l i t y . 11 My f e e l i n g s ,  hopes and a s p i r a t i o n s ,  judgm en ts

and r e s o l u t i o n s ,  a r e  e x c l u s i v e l y  my own. And “ i t  i s

i t h i s  u n iq u e  i n t e r - r e l a t i o n  o f  ou r  m u tu a l  s t a t e s  t h a t  we

e x p re s s  by  th e  word , I 1. 11

Now w hat a b o u t  t h e  l i f e  and a c t i v i t y  o f  th e  ego?

We h av e  n o te d  t h a t  t h e  ego  i s  b e s t  a p p r e c i a t e d  i n

moments o f  t e n s i o n .  T h is  t e n s i o n ,  may we a d d ,  i s  th e

v e r y  l i f e  o f  t h e  ego ; i t  i s  “ c a u se d  by th e  ego in v a d in g
65th e  en v iro n m e n t and t h e  e n v iro n m e n t in v a d in g  th e  e g o ."

The ego em erges from  t h i s  m u tu a l  I n v a s io n  “ a s  a  d i r e c t i v e

62 I b i d .
63 I b i d . , P* 68
64 I b i d . , P* 95
65 I b i d . , P« 97



'e n e rg y  and i s  f o m e d  and  d i s c i p l i n e d  by i t s  own e x p e r -  j
!i e n c e . "  Thus t h e  ego in  i t s  e s s e n t i a l  n a t u r e  i s  !' Ii

d i r e c t i v e ;  i t  i s  c o n s t a n t l y  engaged i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  j

d e s i r e s ,  i d e a l s  and  " w i l l - a t t i t u d e s . "  (ManTs p e r s o n a l i t y ,  i
i

t h e r e f o r e ,  I q b a l  s a y s ,  i s  n o t  a  t h i n g  i n  s p a c e ,  i t  i s  an 

a c t  r e s u l t i n g  from  a " d i r e c t i v e  a t t i t u d e . 11 We must a p -  

p r e d a t e  and u n d e r s t a n d  him i n  h i s  ju d g m en t, in  h i s  aims j 

and  a s p i r a t i o n s . )  The e g o ’ s l i f e  i s  a lw ays an  open
i

p o s s i b i l i t y .

A l l  t h i s  " s p o n ta n e o u s  a c t i v i t y "  o f  t h e  ego , how

e v e r ,  i s  n o t  w i th o u t  a  d e f i n i t e  m o t iv e .  I t  i s  m eant to
67be "a  fo rw a rd  a s s i m i l a t i v e  d r iv e "  a g a i n s t  t h e  w o r ld  o f  

m a t t e r ,  w hich  I s  t h e r e  p e r  se  and # i i c h ,  i n  I q b a l ’ s

6 6  i b i d .

67
Iqbal, Secrets of the S e lf , p. x v i i i .
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; te rm in o lo g y , i s  t h e  l,n o n - e g o .w68 The ego i s  f r e e  inasm uch  

a s  i t  lias d i r e c t i v e  c o n t r o l  o v e r  i t s  e n v iro n m e n t b u t  i t s  

f reedom  i s  c o n s t r a i n e d  by t h e  p re s e n c e  o f  t h e  n o n -e g o .

The n o n -e g o  o b s t r u c t s  i t s  ( e g o ! s )  jo u r n e y  to w ard  t h e  

U l t im a te  ]% o--and  th u s  to w a rd  co m p le te  freed o m . The eg o , 

t h e r e f o r e ,  rem oves t h i s  o b s t r u c t i o n  b y  a s s i m i l a t i n g  and
i
a b s o rb in g  i t :  HThe t r u e  p e r s o n  n o t  o n ly  a b s o rb s  th e

w o r ld  o f  m a t t e r ;  b y  m a s te r in g  i t  he  a b s o rb s  God H im se lf  

i n t o  h i s  e g o .* * ^

An im p o r ta n t  p o i n t  t o  n o te  h e r e  i s  t h a t ,  a l th o u g h  

th e  w o r ld  o f  m a t t e r  o r  th e  n o n -eg o  i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  

o b s t a c l e  i n  t h e  way to  f reed o m  o f  th e  eg o , t h e  n o n -eg o  

i s  n o t  t o  be  r e g a r d e d  a s  e v i l .  I n  f a c t ,  i t s  e x i s t e n c e  i s  

n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  co m p le te  r e a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  e g o , ft s i n c e

A p a s s in g  comment on th e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  
m a t e r i a l  w o r ld  i s  p e rh a p s  i n  o r d e r  h e r e .  I q b a l  t a k e s  i t s  
r e a l i t y  f o r  g r a n t e d .  But i t  i s  n o t  t o  be  th o u g h t  o f  as  
a s t a t i c  f a c t  s i t u a t e d  i n  an  a b s o l u t e  v o id .  I t  i s  a  
c o n t in u o u s  a c t  o f  D iv in e  C r e a t i v i t y  w hich  wth o u g h t  
b r e a k s  up i n t o  a  p l u r a l i t y  of m u tu a l ly  e x c lu s iv e  t h i n g s , 11 
i t  i s  an e v e r - e x p a n d in g ,  dynamic o rg an ism  whose g ro w th  
h as  no f i n a l  l i m i t s .  I q b a l  h a s  h i s  own ro m a n t ic  way of 
d e s c r i b i n g  i t .  ^ N a tu r e ,” sa y s  h e ,  tfi s  n o t  a  mass o f  
p u re  m a t e r i a l i t y  o cc u p y in g  a v o id  • . . i t  i s  a  s t r u c t u r e  
o f  e v e n t s ,  a  s y s t e m a t i c  mode of b e h a v i o r ,  and a s  su ch  
o r g a n ic  t o  t h e  U l t i m a t e  S e l f .  N a tu re  i s  to  t h e  D iv in e  
S e l f  a s  c h a r a c t e r  i s  t o  th e  human s e l f . * 1 (The R e c o n s t ru c 
t i o n  o f  R e l ig io u s  Thought i n  I s l a m , p .  5 4 . )

^  Iqbal, Secrets of the Self, p. xx.
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i t  e n a b le s  t h e  i n n e r  pow ers o f  l i f e  t o  u n f o l d  them -
J

s e l v e s . 1**^

B ut t h i s  i n t e r a c t i o n  be tw een  t h e  ego and t h e  non

ego r a i s e s  a  v e r y  c r u c i a l  q u e s t i o n .  T h a t i s :  How i s  t h e

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  th e  ego r e l a t e d  t o  th e  d e te rm in is m  

o f  th e  phenomena? I n  o th e r  w o rd s ,  i f  t h e  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  

ego i s  sp o n ta n e o u s  and  f r e e l y  d e t e r m in e d ,  how does i t  

f i t  i n t o  th e  fram ew ork  o f  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  law s o f  N a tu r e .

K an t, may we r e c a l l ,  i n  r e a c t i o n  t o  Humef s s c e p t i c i s m  

ab o u t p h y s i c a l  c a u s a l i t y  p ro p o se d  th e  i d e a  o f  Space and  

Time a s  b e in g  a  p r i o r i  c a t e g o r i e s  by  w h ich  human mind 

a p p reh e n d s  th e  e x t e r n a l  w o r ld .  The phenomenon o f  

c a u s a l i t y  c o u ld  n o t  b e  com m unicated t o  u s  th r o u g h  s e n s a t i o n  

b e c a u s e  t h e r e  I s  no su c h  t h i n g  as  c a u s a l i t y  e x i s t i n g  as  a 

c o n c r e t e  e n t i t y  o u t  t h e r e .  I t  c o u ld  n o t  b e  b ru s h e d  a s i d e  

a s  m e re ly  a  h a b i t  o f  t h e  mind e i t h e r ;  f o r  i n  d o in g  so we 

w i l l  r e d u c e  t h e  w hole s c i e n t i f i c  e n d e av o r  o f  man t o  a  

h ea p  of r u i n s .

I q b a l  w ould p e rh a p s  a g r e e  w i t h  t h i s  l i n e  o f  r e a s o n 

in g .  But even  Kant w ould  b e  h a r d  p u t  t o  i t  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  

p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e s e  a p r i o r i  c a t e g o r i e s  of s e n s i b i l i t y  I n
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ihuman m ind , sine©  he  h im s e l f  r e j e c t e d  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  i n n a t e

i d e a s ,  I q b a l ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h i n k s  t h a t  ltt h e  c a u s a l  c h a in

:w herein  we t r y  t o  f i n d  a p la c e  f o r  t h e  ego i s  i t s e l f  an

' a r t i f i c i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  ego f o r  i t s  own p u r -  
71p o s e s . 1* The eg o , he m a i n t a i n s ,  i s  c a l l e d  upon t o  l i v e  

i n  an u n f a m i l i a r  and complex e n v i ro n m e n t ,  so  t h a t  i t  h a s
i
t o  o r g a n iz e  some k in d  o f  sy s tem  to  c o n t r o l  t h e  b e h a v io u r  

o f  t h i n g s  a ro u n d  i t .  T h u s , t h e  phenomenon of c a u s a l i t y  

i s  n o t  an  e x p r e s s io n  o f  th e  n a t u r e  o f  R e a l i t y ,  b u t  m e re ly  

wan i n d i s p e n s a b l e  i n s t r u m e n t 11 i n  t h e  h an d s  o f  th e  ego to  

•unders tand  and  m a s te r  i t s  e n v i ro n m e n t :  ^ In d e e d  i n

i n t e r p r e t i n g  n a t u r e  i n  t h i s  way t h e  ego . . .  a c q u i r e s  

and a m p l i f i e s  i t s  fo w n j f r e e d o m .” ^

K eep ing  th e  above c o n te x t  i n  m ind, i t  s h o u ld  n o t  

b e  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  I q b a l 1s n o t i o n s  on t h e  

h i s t o r i c  i s s u e  of b o d y - s o u l  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  D e c a r t e s ,  a s  

we know, was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  c r e a t i n g  an  u n b r id g a b le  

g u l f  be tw een  mind and m a t t e r ,  so  t h a t  th e  o c c a s i o n a l i s t s  

l a t e r  had  t o  I n t r o d u c e  th e  m e d ia t io n  of d i v i n e  w i l l  to  

e x p la in  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  body  and s o u l .  S p in o z a ,  on t h e

71 I q b a l ,  The R e c o n s t r u e t io n  o f  R e l ig i o u s  Thought 
i n  I  s la m , p* 102 . ""

72 I b i d .



o t h e r  han d , t r i e d  t o  r e s o l v e  t h i s  p ro b lem  by  d e c l a r i n g  

b o t h  body  and s o u l  t o  b e  "modes11 o f  t h e  same r e a l i t y .  

Thi.3 , s t i l l ,  d id  n o t  e l i m i n a t e  th e  d i s p a r i t y  betw een  

th o u g h t  and e x t e n s i o n ;  th e y  re m a in e d  m u tu a l ly  e x c l u s i v e  

e n t i t i e s ,  and so  d i d  s o u l  and  bo d y .

L e i b i n t z ' s  a t t e m p t  a t  s o lv in g  t h i s  d i f f i c u l t y  

!in v o lv e d  th e  co n c e p t  o f  " p r e - e s t a b l i s h e d  harm o n y ."  But 

even i n  t h i s  scheme of t h i n g s ,  body  and s o u l  o p e r a t e  

in d e p e n d e n t ly  o f  e a ch  o t h e r f s i n t e r f e r e n c e .  T here  i s  no
I
r e a l  i n t e r p l a y  b e tw e e n  t h e  tw o . I n  f a c t ,  th e  s o u l  i s  

r e d u c e d  t o  " m e re ly  a  p a s s i v e  s p e c t a t o r  o f  t h e  h a p p e n in g s  

o f  t h e  b o d y ." * ^

I n  I q b a l f s o p in io n ,  b o t h * p a r a l l e l i s m  and  i n t e r 

a c t i o n  a r e  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y .  I t  i s  I m p o s s ib le  t o  draw a

l i n e  o f  c le a v a g e  betw een  b o d y  and s o u l :  "Somehow th e y
*74m ust b e lo n g  t o  t h e  same s y s te m ."  We h av e  n o te d  

p r e v i o u s l y  t h a t ,  f o r  I q b a l ,  th e  w o r ld  of m a t t e r ,  b e in g  a  

mode o f  b e h a v io u r  o r  a  s t r u c t u r e  o f  a c t s ,  I s  o r g a n ic  to  

th e  l i f e  o f  th e  U l t im a te  Ego. S i m i l a r l y ,  he m a in ta in s  

t h a t  " th e  body i s  a c c u m u la te d  a c t i o n  or h a b i t  o f  th e  s o u l  

and a s  su c h  u n d e t a e h a b le  from  i t .  I t  i s  a  perm anen t

73 I b i d . ,  p .  99 . 

I b i d . .  p .  103 .



e lem en t o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  w hich , i n  view o f  t h i s  perm anen t
75e le m e n t ,  a p p e a rs  from  th e  o u t s i d e  a s  so m e th in g  s t a b l e . “ 

Body t h u s  i s  a n o th e r  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  th e  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  

;ego and  n o th in g  e l s e .  The seem ing  c o n f l i c t  b e tw e en  body  

and  s o u l  i s  more a p p a r e n t  th a n  r e a l .  T h is  i d e a  i s  

b e a u t i f u l l y  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  f o l lo w in g  v e r s e s :

By t h e  S e l f  t h e  s e e d  o f  o p p o s i t i o n  i s  sown 
s i n  t h e  w o r ld :

I t  im a g in e s  i t s e l f  t o  be o t h e r  th a n  i t s e l f .
I t  makes from  i t s e l f  th e  fo rm s o f  o t h e r s
I n  o r d e r  to  m u l t i p l y  p l e a s u r e s  o f  s t r i f e .
I t  i s  s l a y i n g  by  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  i t s  arm
T hat I t  may become c o n s c io u s  o f  I t s  own

s t r e n g t h ,
I t s  s e l f - d e c e p t i o n s  a r e  th e  e s s e n c e  o f

l i  f  e , . . .
The ex cu se  f o r  t h i s  w a s t e f u ln e s s  and c r u e l t y
I s  t h e  s h a p in g  a n d  p e r f e c t i n g  o f  s p i r i t u a l

l i f e . 75

P e r f e c t i o n  o f  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e ,  t h e n ,  i s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  

g o a l  o f  t h e  e g o ’ s l i f e ;  f o r  i n  I t  l i e s  i t s  co m p le te  f r e e 

dom. I t  i s  f u r t h e r  a id e d  i n  i t s  s t r u g g l e  f o r  f reed o m  b y  

i s h q  ( l o v e ) .  I a h q , i n  I q b a l ’s t e r m in o lo g y ,  means ’’ th e  

c r e a t i o n  o f  v a l u e s  and i d e a l s  an d  t h e  endeavor t o  r e a l i z e  

th e m .’1̂  We m u s t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  f o r t i f y  t h e  ego by  c u l t i v a t -  

i s h q  and a v o id in g  i n a c t i o n :

75 I b i d . ,  p .  1 0 0 .
76 I q b a l ,  The S e c r e t s  o f  th e  S e l f .  V e rse s  1 9 3 -9 ,

2 0 5 - 6 .
77 Ibid ., p. xxv.
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The lu m in o u s  p o i n t  whose name i s  t h e  s e l f  
I s  t h e  l i f e  s p a rk  b e n e a th  ou r  d u s t  
By lo v e  I t  I s  made more l a s t i n g ,
More l i v i n g ,  more b u r n in g ,  more g low ing*

I t  i s  t h i s  p r o c e s s  o f  s t r u g g l e ,  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t e n s i o n

w hich  i n s u r e s  th e  e g o ’ s I m m o r ta l i ty  a l s o .  The ego i s  n o t

s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  f e t t e r s  of s e r i a l  t im e ,  f o r  t im e  i s  one o f

i t s  own " a r t i f i c i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n s * 1* The ego a s  su c h  i s  !

t i m e l e s s .  I t  s u b s i s t s  i n  p u re  d u r a t i o n ;  we know t h i s  from  j
t

l o o k in g  deep  i n t o  t h e  r e c e s s e s  of o u r  i n n e r  s e l f *  So lo n g  

a s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  th e  ego i s  a b l e  to  m a in t a in  t h a t  s t a t e  o f  

t e n s i o n ,  i t  w i l l  n e v e r  f a d e  ou t o f  e x i s te n c e *  However, ' 

" p e r s o n a l  i m m o r t a l i t y , "  s a y s  I q b a l ,  " i s  n o t  o u r s  a s  o f
79

r i g h t ;  i t  i s  t o  be  a c h ie v e d  by p e r s o n a l  e f f o r t . "  Man i s

m e re ly  a " c a n d i d a t e 11 f o r  Im m o rta l  l i f e *  He can have  I t

by  a s p i r i n g  and s t r u g g l i n g  f o r  i t *

P h y s i c a l  d e a t h ,  i n  h i s  o p in io n ,  i s  a k in d  o f  r e l i e f

from  a c t i v i t y *■■ F o r  a f t e r  d e a th  t h e r e  e n su e s  an  i n t e r v a l

o f  r e l a x a t i o n ,  known in  Q u ra n ic  te rm s  a s  B a rz a k h , o r  an

i n t e r m e d i a t e  s t a t e ,  w h ich  l a s t s  u n t i l  t h e  d a y  o f  R e s u r r e c -  
80t i o n .  But n o t  a l l  th e  egos w i l l  emerge o u t of t h i s  s t a t e

78 I b i d . ,  V e rse s  3 2 3 -2 6 .
7 9

I q b a l ,  o £ .  c i t . , p .  113*
80 Iqbal, o£. c i t . ,  p. xxiv.



o f  r e l a x a t i o n  t o  resum e t h e i r  c a r e e r ;  o n ly  t h o s e  w i l l
81s u r v i v e  ttwho have  ta k e n  good  c a r e  d u r in g  t h i s  l i f e . 1*

T h is  v iew  o f  i m m o r t a l i t y ,  th o u g h  v e r y  i d e a l i s t i c ,  

w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  a p p e a r  f r e s h  and  v i t a l  i f  we w ere  to  com

p a r e  i t  w i t h  the  t h e o r i e s  of some of t h e  o t h e r  modern 

t h i n k e r s .  K an t,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  b a s e s  h i s  a rg u m en t o f  im

m o r t a l i t y  o f  man on e t h i c a l  g ro u n d s .  Man, as  a m o ra l  

a g e n t ,  s h o u ld  p u rs u e  t h e  supreme good w h ich  c o m p rise s  two 

h e te ro g e n o u s  e le m e n ts ,  v i r t u e  and h a p p i n e s s — d u ty  and 

i n c l i n a t i o n .  The n a rro w  span  o f  t h i s  l i f e ,  how ever, i s  

i n s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h i s  i d e a l .  We m u st ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  p o s t u l a t e  an  u n e n d in g  l i f e  f o r  man t o  a c h ie v e  

t h e  consum m ation o f  v i r t u e  and  h a p p i n e s s .  But what 

g u a r a n te e  i s  t h e r e  t h a t  t h i s  p r o c e s s  w i l l  n o t  t a k e  

i n f i n i t e  t im e ?

N ie tz s c h e  t r i e d  t o  make h i s  c a s e  by  means o f  th e  

s c i e n t i f i c  h y p o th e s i s  of c o n s e r v a t io n  of e n e rg y .  The 

amount o f  e n e rg y  i n  th e  u n i v e r s e  b e i n g  f i x e d ,  v a r io u s  

e n e r g y - c e n t e r s  come and go w i th o u t  a f f e c t i n g  t h i s  c lo s e d -  

o f f  u n i t y  o f  t h e  w o r ld .  T here  i s  no room f o r  n o v e l  h ap 

p e n in g s  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s e  b e c a u s e  w hat i s  h a p p e n in g  now has
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o c c u r r e d  b e f o r e  an I n f i n i t e  num ber o f  t im e s  an d  w i l l  r e c u r
i
;in  t h e  same f a s h i o n  an  i n f i n i t e  number o f  t im e s  i n  t h e  

f u t u r e .  T h is  b a s i c a l l y  i s  N i e t z s c h e f s d o c t r i n e  o f  

E t e r n a l  R e c u r re n c e .  But t h i s  k in d  o f  i m m o r t a l i t y  i s  ex 

t r e m e ly  u n i n s p i r i n g  and  a lm o s t  u n b e a r a b l e .  I t  i s  e n e rg y  

a s  s u c h ,  and n o t  i n d i v i d u a l  e n e r g y - c e n t e r s ,  w h ich  h a s  any

s i g n i f i c a n c e  in  t h i s  r e c u r r e n c e  o f  t h i n g s .
/

The !>E lan  V i t a l “ o f  B e rg so n  can  b e  s u b j e c t e d  t o  a

s i m i l a r  s o r t  o f  c r i t i c i s m .  H ere a g a i n  e t e r n i t y  and end-
/

l e s s n e s s  a r e  f o r  t h e  im p e tu s  o f  L i f e ,  t h e  E la n  a l o n e .  The

i n d i v i d u a l  sh a p e s  and  fo rm s ,  i n  w h ich  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  l i f e

m a n i f e s t s  i t s e l f ,  l i v e  t h e i r  te m p o ra ry  l i f e  and  v a n i s h .

.P e rso n a l  i m m o r t a l i t y  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  o f
go

no con seq u en ce  even i n  B e rg s o n ’ s p h i lo s o p h y .

But t o  r e t u r n  to  I q b a l .  So f a r  we have  o b s e rv e d

t h a t  th e  ego i s  f u n d a m e n ta l ly  f r e e  an d  t h a t  t h e  c h o ic e  o f

perm anen t e x i s t e n s e  I s  open t o  I t ,  i . e . ,  i t  can a c h ie v e

im m o r t a l i t y  o n ly  th r o u g h  p e r s o n a l  e f f o r t .  I q b a l  f i n a l l y

e n v i s i o n s  th e  e v o l u t i o n a r y  d ev e lo p m en t o f  t h e  human ego

w hich  w i l l  b e  c l im a x e d  i n  t h e  em ergence o f  a  P e r f e c t  Man,
83th e  t r u e  “ v i c e g e r e n t  o f  God on e a r t h . “ I n  h i s  p e r s o n -

82 T h is  i s  t r u e  a t  l e a s t  i n  th e  c a s e  o f  h i s  e a r l y
w orks «

I q b a l ,  The S e c r e t s  o f  t h e  S e l f ,  p .  x x v i i .



a l i t y ,  egohood w i l l  h av e  r e a c h e d  i t s  consum m ation : "He i s
0 4

t h e  l a s t  f r u i t  o f  t h e  t r e e  of h u m an ity * 11 The i n c r e a s i n g

idevelopm ent o f  human m ind and body  i s  b r in g in g  u s  c l o s e r  

t o  t h e  b i r t h  of  t h i s  u n iq u e  i n d i v i d u a l .  H is  a p p e a ra n c e ,  

i n  o t h e r  w o rd s ,  w i l l  j u s t i f y  !t. • • a l l  th e  t r i a l s  o f  a
QK

p a i n f u l  e v o l u t i  on*1:

N a tu re  t r a v a i l s  i n  b lo o d  f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s  
To compose th e  harmony o f  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y .
Our h a n d f u l  o f  e a r t h  h a s  r e a c h e d  t h e  z e n i t h ,  q6
F o r  t h a t  cham pion w i l l  come f o r t h  from  t h i s  d u s t .

F o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  th e  P e r f e c t  Man i s  m e re ly  an

i d e a l .  However, I q b a l  m a in t a in s  t h a t  " th e  e v o l u t i o n  o f

h u m a n ity  i s  t e n d i n g  to w ard s  th e  p r o d u c t io n  o f  an  i d e a l

r a c e  o f  mere o r  l e s s  u n iq u e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who w i l l  become
8*7h i s  f i t t i n g  p a r e n t s . " Thus h e  w i l l  n o t  o n ly  be th e

h e r a l d  o f  t h e  "kingdom  o f  God on e a r t h "  b u t  t h e  w ho le

h u m a n ity  w i l l  a t t a i n  r e d e m p t io n  th r o u g h  h im :

H is  p e r s o n  i s  an a tonem en t f o r  a l l  t h e  w o r l d .
By h i s  g r a n d e u r  t h e  w o r ld  i s  s a v e d .
H is p r o t e c t i n g  shadow makes t h e  mote f a m i l i a r

w i th  t h e  su n ,
H is  r i c h  s u b s t a n c e  makes p r e c i o u s  a l l  t h a t

e x i s t s .8 8

84 I b i d . ,  p .  x x v i i i .

85 MM*
88 I b i d . ,  V e rse s  9 3 9 -4 2 .

87 I b i d . ,  p .  x x v l i l .

88 I b i d . ,  V e rse s  9 2 6 -9 .
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I Now, I q b a l * s  P e r f e c t  Man may a p p e a r  t o  have th e

I sem blance  o f  N i e t z s c h e ’ s Superm an. B u t ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e

s o u r c e  o f  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  i n s p i r a t i o n  (w h ich  p ro b a b ly
89jim e i t h e r  c a s e  i s  r e l i g i o n ) ,  we w i l l  have  to  r e c o g n i z e  

lone fu n d a m e n ta l  d i f f e r e n c e  be tw een  th e s e  two n o t i o n s .

T h a t i s :  I q b a l  b a s e s  h i s  w hole  argum en t on t h e  e v o l u t i o n 

a r y  d ev e lo p m en t o f  man, from  a  lo w e r  s t a t u s  I n  th e  s c a l e  

o f  l i f e  t o  th e  h i g h e r .  F o r  h im , t h e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  t h e  

P e r f e c t  Man i s  a  l o g i c a l l y  j u s t i f i a b l e  end o f  th e  

g r a d u a l l y  p e r f e c t i n g  s t a t e  o f  human e x i s t e n c e .  N i e t z s c h e ,  

on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  d ed u ces  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  Superman from  

h i s  d o c t r i n e  o f  11 E t e r n a l  R e c u r r e n c e ,1’ w h ich  means t h a t  th e  

Superman m ust have  e x i s t e d  an  i n f i n i t e  number o f  t im e s  

b e f o r e  and h i s  re -e m e rg e n c e  w i l l  n o t  b e  a  l e a p  fo rw a rd  

In  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  s p i r i t u a l  o r  o r g a n ic  im provem ent of  

h u m a n ity  as  su c h ,  b u t  m e re ly  r e - e n a c t i n g  o f  an o ld  d ram a.

^  F o r  a  f u l l e r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  se e  
t h e  n e x t  c h a p t e r .



CHAPTER V

IQBAL IN THE LIGHT OF WESTERN PHILOSOPHY

I n  th e  p r e c e d in g  p a g e s ,  we have  m e re ly  a l l u d e d  t o  

! some o f  th e  s t r i k i n g  s i m i l a r i t i e s  be tw een  I q b a l ’ s th o u g h t  

and c e r t a i n  W este rn  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  c o n c e p t s .  We s h a l l  now 

t r y  t o  d e te rm in e  how much h e  r e a l l y  h as  i n  common w i t h  h i s  

w e s te rn  c o u n t e r p a r t s  an d  t o  w hat e x t e n t  h e  d i f f e r s  from  

them i n  some o f  t h e  more f a m i l i a r  f e a t u r e s  o f  h i s  p h i l o 

so p h y , nam ely , i n t u i t i o n ,  ego and n o n -e g o ,  and  h i s  n o t i o n  

o f  t h e  P e r f e c t  Man.

I q b a l ’s m ethod o f  i n t u i t i o n  comes c l o s e s t  t o  t h a t

o f  B e rg so n .  B o th  p h i lo s o p h e r s  make i n t u i t i o n  o f  t h e  s e l f

t h e i r  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t ,  and  from  th e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h i s

’’p r i v i l e g e d  c a s e ” o f  e x i s t e n c e  th e y  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  R e a l i t y

i s  a  c o n s t a n t  f l u x  o f  e v e n ts  and  t h e  r e a l  t im e ,  a  p u re

d u r a t i o n  ’’u n a d u l t e r a t e d  by  s p a c e , ” w h ere  t h e r e  i s  s u c c e s -
90s io n  w i th o u t  ch a n g e .  T h is  m igh t l e a d  one to  t h i n k  t h a t

I q b a l  i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  h av e  m et B e rg so n  in  P a r i s  
and r e l a t e d  to  him one o f  P ro p h e t  Muhammad’ s s a y in g s  w hich  
r e a d s  a s  f o l l o w s :  ”Do n o t  v i l i f y  t im e ,  f o r  t im e  i s  God”
( th e  r e f e r e n c e  b e in g  t o  t h e  p u r i t y  and e t e r n i t y  o f  t i m e ) .  
B ergson  was so  t h r i l l e d  t h a t  he Jumped o u t  o f  h i s  c h a i r  
and a sk e d  I q b a l  t o  e x p l a in  i t  f u r t h e r .  ( S a l i k ,  o£ . c i t . ,  
p .  2 5 . )  T h is  i s  s im p ly  t o  show t h a t  b o th  t h i n k e r s  w ere  
c o m p le te ly  i n  a c c o rd  w i th  e a c h  o t h e r  on an d  e q u a l l y  I n 
s p i r e d  by  t h e  c o n t in u o u s ,  u n ch a n g in g  and e t e r n a l  view o f  
t im e .
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I q b a l ,  b e in g  a l a t e  co n tem p o ra ry  o f  B e rg so n ,  was i n s p i r e d  

In  h i s  th o u g h t  by  B e rg s o n la n  m e ta p h y s lc  w h ich  was th e  

c e n t e r  o f  u n i v e r s a l  a t t e n t i o n  a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  2 0 th  

c e n t u r y .  I t  may v e r y  w e l l  be# However, i t  i s  r e m a r k a b le ,  

ia t  t h e  same t im e ,  t o  s e e  t h a t  e a c h  o f  them em ploys t h i s  

ib a s ic  p re m ise  a s  a  means t o  an  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  en d .

! In  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  o f  B e rg s o n ’ s c a r e e r ,  E uropean

t h i n k i n g  was c o m p le te ly  d o m in a te d  by  m e c h a n i s t i c  d e t e r -
✓

m in a t io n  o f  p h y s i c s ,  so  much so t h a t  even t h e  v i t a l  

phenomenon o f  l i f e  was b e in g  r e g a r d e d  a s  an i n c i d e n t a l  

;p ro d u c t  o f  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  m e c h a n ic a l  l a w s .  ”411 

p ro b le m s , i t  was b e l i e v e d ,  w ere  r e a l l y  t h e  p rob lem s o f  

p h y s i c s .  T hergy  and  a to m s , w i t h  t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  s e l f -  

e x i s t i n g  i n  them , c o u ld  e x p l a i n  e v e r y th in g  I n c lu d in g  

l i f e ,  th o u g h t ,  w i l l ,  and  f e e l i n g .  The c o n c e p t  o f  

mechanism — a p u r e l y  p h y s i c a l  c o n c e p t— c la im e d  t o  b e  a l l -  

em b rac in g  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  n a t u r e . I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  ex

trem e  m a t e r i a l i s m  o f  t h e  1 9 th  c e n tu r y  was p o s in g  a

91 I q b a l ,  The R e c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  R e l ig i o u s  Thought 
i n  I s l a m , p .  3 9 .  C. E. M. Jo  ad , ' i n  h i s  book  g u id e  t o  
Modern Thought ( p .  39) q u o te s  th e  famous B r i t i s h  p h y s i c i s t  
John T y n d a l l  (1 8 2 0 -9 3 )  a s  h a v in g  s a i d  th e  f o l lo w in g  w h i le  
s p e a k in g  a t  a  m e e t in g  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  th e  
Advancement o f  S c ie n c e  In  1874t ” . . .  S c ie n c e  w ould one
day be a b l e  t o  e x p l a in  a l l  t h a t  has  happened  in  te rm s  o f  
t h e  u l t i m a t e l y  p u r e l y  n a t u r a l  and i n e v i t a b l e  m arch  o f  
e v o l u t i o n  from  th e  atom s o f  t h e  p r im e v a l  n e b u la  t o  th e  p r o 
c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  Advancement o f  
S c ie n c e  . ”
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s e r i o u s  t h r e a t  to  t h e  m o ra l  and  s p i r i t u a l  a s p e c t s  o f  m a n 's  

j l i f e .

B erg so n  r e a c t e d  b i t t e r l y  a g a i n s t  t h i s  t r e n d  o f  h i s
i

a g e .  In  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  em phasis  on th o u g h t  

'and i n t e l l e c t  he a d v o c a te d  th e  p r im a c y  o f  i n t u i t i o n  and 

i n s t i n c t .  He u rg e d  d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  l i f e  an d  a l l  

modes o f  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  a g a i n s t  t h e  d r y ,  g e o m e t r i c ,  d i s 

c u r s i v e  t e c h n iq u e s  o f  s c i e n c e .

On th e  a n a lo g y  o f  o u r  c o n s c io u s  e x p e r i e n c e — o f  

w h ich  we have spoken  e a r l i e r - - " w h a t  we c a l l  t h i n g s  a r e  

e v e n ts  in  th e  c o n t i n u i t y  o f  n a t u r e  w hich  th o u g h t  

i s p a t i a l i z e s  and  th u s  r e g a r d s  a s  m u tu a l ly  i s o l a t e d  f o r  

p u rp o s e s  o f  a c t i o n . 9 L i f e  i s  a s o r t  o f  cosm ic  raove- 

m en t, a  v i t a l  im p u lse  o r  E la n  v i t a l . T h is  I s  t h e  fu n d a 

m e n ta l  r e a l i t y ,  and we become aw are  o f  i t  th ro u g h  im

m e d ia te  e x p e r i e n c e  o r  i n t u i t i o n .  T h o u g h t, b e in g  s e r i a l  

in  n a t u r e  and  w ork ing  w i th  s t a t i c  c o n c e p t s ,  c a n n o t  g r a s p  

th e  e s s e n c e  o f  t h i s  cosm ic  movement, e x c e p t  by c u t t i n g  i t  

o u t  I n to  s o l i d ,  s t a t i o n a r y  p o i n t s .  I t  i s  t h e  " c o 

e x i s t e n c e  and s u c c e s s io n "  o f  t h e s e  s o l i d s  t h a t  g iv e s  u s  th e

92 I b i d . ,  p .  49



50 :
93im p r e s s io n  o f  sp a c e  an d  t im e .

/
i Now t h e  E lan  w hich  i s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  .
I *
a l l  e x i s t e n c e  may h e  c o n c e iv e d  a s  11 p u re  w i l l " ;  i t  i s  f r e e ,

1 j

idynamic and  c r e a t i v e .  By v i r t u e  o f  i t s  s p o n ta n e o u s  

a c t i v i t y  i t  r e m a in s  f o r e v e r  i n d e t e r m i n a b l e . I t  h o ld s  i n  

' i t s  bosom u n t o l d  and u n p r e d i c t a b l e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  T here  

a.ve no f i x e d  p la n s  f o r  t h e  fo rw a rd  r u s h  o f  t h e  v i t a l  

Im p u ls e  o r  e l s e  i t  c o u ld  n o t  e n jo y  c o m p le te  freedom  o f  

c r e a t i v i t y .  T h ere  a r e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  no t e l e o l o g i c a l  

m o t iv e s  b e h in d  i t .
/

At t im e s ,  h o w ev e r, th e  c o n t in u o u s  f lo w  o f  t h e  E lan
i
i s  i n t e r r u p t e d  by a s t r a n g e  i n v e r s i o n  o f  th e  l i f e  p r o c e s s .  

The r e s u l t  I s  t h e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  tfi n e r t  m a t t e r 1* w hich  

r e t a r d s  i t s  f r e e  a c t i v i t y .  ftThe im p e tu s  o f  l i f e , * 1 s a y s  

B e rg so n , B. . . c o n s i s t s  i n  a  n e e d  o f  c r e a t i o n .  I t  can 

n o t  c r e a t e  a b s o l u t e l y  b e c a u s e  i t  I s  c o n f r o n te d  W ith  m a t t e r ,

93 On th e  b a s i s  o f  t h i s  argum en t he a s s e r t s  t h a t  
s c i e n c e s  w h ich  n e c e s s a r i l y  d e a l  w i th  t h e s e  a r t i f i c i a l  
c o n c e p ts  can n e v e r  f u l l y  g r a s p  t h e  i n t r i c a t e  law s o f  
human l i f e .  L i f e  a s  su c h ,  b e in g  a s p o n ta n e o u s ,  c r e a t i v e  
movement, f a l l s  o u t s i d e  t h e  domain o f  m e c h a n ic a l  n e c e s 
s i t y .  T h is  i s  w hat e x p e r i e n c e  r e v e a l s  to  u s :  nI t  i s
o f  no u s e , 1* w r i t e s  B e rg so n , **to h o ld  up b e f o r e  o u r  eyes  
t h e  d a z z l i n g  p r o s p e c t  o f  a u n i v e r s a l  m a th e m a tic ;  we can  
n o t  s a c r i f i c e  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  th e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  a  
s y s te m . T hat i s  why we r e j e c t  r a d i c a l  m ech an ism .1*
(Henry B e rg so n ,  C r e a t iv e  E v o lu t io n ,  t r a n s l a t e d  by  A* 
M i t c h e l l ,  p .  39 .1
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t h a t  i s  t o  s a y  w i t h  t h e  movement t h a t  i s  i n v e r s e  o f  i t s  

own# But i t  s e i z e s  upon t h i s  m a t t e r ,  w h ich  i s  n e c e s s i t y
i

I t s e l f ,  and  s t r i v e s  t o  i n t r o d u c e  i n t o  i t  th e  l a r g e s t  p o s-
94i s ib le  amount o f  i n - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  and  l i b e r t y # ” In

lo th e r  w o rd s ,  to  overcom e th e  r e s l s t e n c e  of i n e r t  m a t t e r ,
/

E lan  m a n i f e s t s  i t s e l f  i n  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  e v o l u t i o n a r y  

;fo rm s ,  n am ely , v e g e t a b l e  k ingdom , a r th r o p o d s  and v e r t e 

b r a t e s  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  em ergence o f  man. Man p ro v es  to  !

h e  t h e  b e s t  i n s t r u m e n t  t o  g a in  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  f o r c e s  

o f  m a t t e r  and th u s  h e lp s  r e s t o r e  t h e  l o s t  f reedom  o f  

t h e  im p e tu s  o f  l i f e  by  c o n s c io u s l y  r e f u t i n g  t h e  m e c h a n ic a l  

n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  m a t t e r .  (H is  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  how ever, i s

m e re ly  a  means and  n o t  ah end . I t  i s  s e r v in g  t h e  c a u se
/

o f  t h e  g r e a t e r  a c t i v i t y  and l i f e  o f  E la n  and  v a n is h e s

a f t e r  h a v in g  done i t s  j o b .  The same h o ld s  t r u e  f o r  th e

s e l v e s ,  th e  fo rm s t h a t  p o s s e s s  t h i s  c o n s c io u s n e s s .
/

They a r e  te m p o ra ry  p h a s e s  o f  E lan * s  a c t i v i t y .  S e l f h o o d ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  n o t  an  end in  I t s e l f  e i t h e r .  The im p e tu s  

o f  l i f e  i s  s u p r a - c o n s c io u s  and  s u p r a - p e r s o n a l . )

A l l  form s of o r g a n ic  l i f e ,  i n  s h o r t ,  a r e  d r i v e n  by  

th e  same r e a l i t y  and  a r e  en g ag ed  i n  th e  same e t e r n a l

B e rg so n , C r e a t iv e  E v o lu t i o n ,  p .  251 .



s t r i f e  a g a i n s t  t h e  r i v a l  f o r c e s  o f  m a t t e r :

As th e  s m a l l e s t  g r a i n  o f  d u s t  i s  bound up  w i t h  
o u r  e n t i r e  s o l a r  sy s te m , drawn a lo n g  w i t h  i t  i n  t h a t  
u n d iv id e d  movement o f  d e s c e n t  w hich  i s  m a t e r i a l i t y  i t 
s e l f ,  so  a l l  o r g a n iz e d  b e i n g s ,  from  t h e  h u m b le s t  t o  
t h e  h i g h e s t ,  from  t h e  f i r s t  o r i g i n s  o f  l i f e  t o  t h e  
t im e  i n  w h ic h  we a r e ,  and i n  a l l  p l a c e s  as  i n  a l l  
t im e s ,  do b u t  e v id e n c e  a  s i n g l e  im p u l s io n ,  th e  i n 
v e r s e  o f  t h e  movement o f  m a t t e r ,  and  i n  i t s e l f  
i n d i v i s i b l e .  A l l  th e  l i v i n g  h o ld  t o g e t h e r ,  an d  a l l  
y i e l d  to  t h e  same trem endous p u s h .95

L e t  u s  now s e e  how f a r  I q b a l  a g r e e s  and d i s a g r e e s  

w i th  th e  c o n c lu s io n s  drawn by  B e rg so n  from  t h e  m ethod  o f  

i n t u i t i o n .  I q b a l  i s  in  f u l l  ag reem en t w i th  B e rg so n  i n  so 

f a r  a s  t h e  l a t t e r  em ploys t h i s  m ethod f o r  d e te r m in in g  th e  

u l t i m a t e  n a t u r e  o f  R e a l i t y .  B u t ,  f o r  I q b a l ,  t h e  s e l f  i s  

n o t  s im p ly  a v e h i c l e  o f  I n t e l l i g e n c e  o r  a  g u id e  t o  th e  

o b j e c t i v e  know ledge o f  t h e  e x t e r n a l  w o r ld ;  I t  i s  i n  I t 

s e l f  t h e  m ost rlfu n d a m e n ta l  f a c t  o f  th e  u n i v e r s e . 11 ̂  I t
/

i s  n o t  a  m ere i n s t r u m e n t  o r  a shadow o f  t h e  ELan whose 

e x i s t e n c e  i s  s u b o r d in a t e  to  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  h ig h e r  

r e a l i t y .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  th e  s e l f  I n  i t s e l f  i s  f r e e  

and im m o r ta l .  I n  i t s  combat w i t h  t h e  w o r ld  o f  m a t t e r ,  

th e  s e l f  f i g h t s  f o r  I t s  own f re ed o m , i t s  own i m m o r t a l i t y .  

I t  i s  s e r v i n g  no o t h e r  c a u se  b u t  th e  c a u se  o f  I t s  own

95 I b i d . ,  p .  271 .
96 Iqbal, The Secrets of the Self, p. x v i i .
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r e a l i t y .

A ga in , I q b a l  w ould a g r e e  t h a t  i n t u i t i o n  r e v e a l s

r e a l i t y  a s  a  f r e e  u n p r e d i c t a b l e ,  c r e a t i v e ,  v i t a l  im p u lse

o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  v o l i t i o n .  But i t  may n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  be

th e  c a s e  t h a t  th o u g h t  i s  by i t s  n a t u r e  s e r i a l  and  i t s

a c t i v i t y  c o n s i s t s  o n ly  i n  s p a t i a l i z i n g  and v ie w in g  r e a l i t y

a s  a  p l u r a l i t y  o f  tft h i n g s . “ F o r  su c h  a  v ie w , I q b a l  p o i n t s

o u t ,  l e a d s  u s  t o  Man  u n su rm o u n ta b le  d u a l ism  o f  w i l l  an d  
9Vt h o u g h t . n The r e a s o n ,  he s a y s ,  why th o u g h t  a p p e a r s  to  

b r e a k  up R e a l i t y  i n t o  f r a g m e n ts  i s  t h a t  t h i s  p r o c e s s  i s  

n e c e s s a r y  f o r  o u r  l o g i c a l  u n d e r s t a n d in g .  And “ i t  i s  th e  

In ad e q u a cy  of t h e  l o g i c a l  u n d e r s t a n d in g  w hich  f i n d s  a 

^ m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  m u tu a l ly  r e p e l l e n t  i n d i v i d u a l i t i e s  w i th  

no p r o s p e c t s  o f  t h e i r  u l t i m a t e  r e d u c t i o n  t o  a  u n i t y  t h a t
98makes u s  s c e p t i c a l  a b o u t  t h e  c o n c lu s iv e n e s s  of t h o u g h t . 1* 

M oreover, th o u g h t  s im u la t e s  s p a t i a l i z i n g  c h a r a c t e r  b e 

c a u se  o f  i t s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  s e r i a l  t im e .  I t  i s  n o t  

s e r i a l  a s  su c h ;  “ I t s  r e a l  f u n c t io n  i s  t o  s y n t h e s i z e  th e  

e le m e n ts  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  by  em ploying  c a t e g o r i e s  s u i t a b l e  

t o  t h e  v a r io u s  l e v e l s  w hich  e x p e r i e n c e  p r e s e n t s . rt In

9*7 I q b a l ,  The R e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f  Re l i g i o u s  Thought 
i n  I s l a m , p .  4 9 . “

98 Ib id ., p. 5.
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' t h i s  s e n s e ,  th o u g h t  i s  i d e n t i c a l  w i th  l i f e ;  f o r  movement 

o f  l i f e  to o  in v o lv e s  su c h  a s y n t h e s i s  of i t s  v a r io u s
i

' s t a g e s  i n  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  growth* In  o t h e r  w o rd s ,  “ i t  i s

id e te rm in e d  by  e n d s ,  and th e  p r e s e n c e  of ends means t h a t

j i t  i s  p e rm e a te d  by  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  Nor i s  t h e  a c t i v i t y  o f

i n t e l l i g e n c e  p o s s i b l e  w i th o u t  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  ends* In

c o n s c io u s  e x p e r i e n c e  l i f e  and  th o u g h t  p e rm e a te  e a c h
99o t h e r .  They form  a u n i t y . °

i
F u r th e rm o re ,  I q b a l  t h i n k s ,  B e rg so n  h as  m is c o n s t r u e d  

t h e  a n a lo g y  o f  t h e  s e l f  i n  r e g a r d in g  t h e  v i t a l  im p u lse  as 

w h o l ly  u n d e te rm in e d  by  an im m ed ia te  o r  rem o te  p u rp o s e .

I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  i n  o u r  c o n s c io u s  e x p e r i e n c e  we f i n d  t h e  

p a s t  m oving a lo n g  w i th  and  o p e r a t i n g  in  t h e  p r e s e n t .  B u t 

t h i s  does  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  th e  w hole  o f  o u r  c o n s c io u s n e s s ;  

wth e  u n i t y  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  h a s  a fo rw a rd  lo o k in g  a s p e c t  

a l s o .  L i f e  i s  o n ly  a s e r i e s  o f  a c t s  o f  a t t e n t i o n ,  and an 

a c t  o f  a t t e n t i o n  i s  i n e x p l i c a b l e  w i th o u t  r e f e r e n c e  to  a  

p u rp o s e ,  c o n s c io u s  or u n c o n s c io u s .  Even o u r  a c t s  o f  p e r 

c e p t io n  a r e  d e te rm in e d  by  o u r  im m ed ia te  I n t e r e s t s  and 

p u r p o s e s .1,100 The d ev e lo p m en t of o u r  c o n s c io u s  s e l f ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  n o t  q u i t e  so  h a p h a z a rd  a s  B ergson  w ou ld  have

99 Ibid. ,  p. 50.

100 Ibid.



u s  b e l i e v e .  In  f a c t ,  i t  i s  a lw ays g o v e rn ed  by  e n d s ,
i mIgoals  and  i d e a l s .  And i f  t h e  a n a lo g y  o f  t h e  human

c o n s c io u s n e s s  i s  t o  p ro v id e  t r u e  t e s t im o n y  t o  t h e  n a t u r e

!of R e a l i t y ,  th e n  th e  E lan  c a n n o t  b e  c o n s id e r e d  a s  a  b l i n d

im p u lse  ^ w h o lly  u n i l l u m i n a t e d  by  i d e a . ” On th e  c o n t r a r y ,
102!,i t s  n a t u r e  i s  th r o u g h  and  th ro u g h  t e l e o l o g i c a l . ft

But th e  t e l e o l o g y  w hich  i s  in v o lv e d  h e r e  i s  n o t  

th e  t e l e o l o g y  of a f i x e d  p la n  t h a t  r e d u c e s  t h e  w o r ld  

p r o c e s s  t o  a  mere r e p r o d u c t i o n  o f  an a l r e a d y  w orked out 

scheme o f  t h i n g s .  Such an  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  w i l l  in d e e d  be 

tb s  w o rs t  k in d  o f  d e te rm in is m ,  r e n d e r i n g  th e  u n i v e r s e  a 

m e a n in g le s s  show o f  p u p p e t s .  B e rgson  was p e rh a p s  a p p r e 

h e n s iv e  o f  th e s e  co n seq u en c es  t h a t  he r e j e c t e d  th e  t e l e o -  

l o g i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  R e a l i t y  so  a s  t o  l e a v e  th e  p o r t a l s  o f  

th e  f u t u r e  open  t o  i t .

T here  i s ,  how ever, a n o th e r  s e n s e  o f  t e l e o l o g y .  As 

I q b a l  p o i n t s  o u t :  tsFrom o u r  c o n s c io u s  e x p e r i e n c e  we have

se e n  t h a t  t o  l i v e  i s  to  shape  and  change ends and p u rp o se s

I n  c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  t h e  deve lopm en t o f  human ego , 
we have  n o te d  I n  t h e  p r e c e d in g  c h a p te r  t h a t  I q b a l  p o s tu 
l a t e s  t h e  em ergence o f  t h e  P e r f e c t  Man u l t i m a t e l y  when th e  
ego w i l l  have r e a c h e d  t h e  s t a t e  o f  maximum p e r f e c t i o n .  But 
t h i s  g r a d u a l  a s c e n t  t o  p e r f e c t i o n  i s  p o s s i b l e  o n ly  i f  th e  
ego m a in ta in s  a s t a t e  o f  t e n s i o n  by p r o j e c t i n g  h i g h e r  and 
h ig h e r  g o a l s  i n t o  th e  f u t u r e .

1 0 2  -r _I q b a l ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  51 .
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land t o  be g o v e rn ed  by  th em . M en ta l l i f e  i s  t e l e o l o g i c a l  

i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t ,  w h i le  t h e r e  i s  no f a r - o f f  d i s t a n t  g o a l  

to w a rd  w h ic h  we a r e  m oving, t h e r e  i s  a  p r o g r e s s i v e  fo rm a

t i o n  o f  f r e s h  e n d s ,  p u r p o s e s ,  an d  i d e a l  s c a l e s  o f  v a lu e
1 0 3a s  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  l i f e o g r o w s  and  e x p a n d s .** 'There m ig h t

n o t  be  a  d i s c e r n a b l e  sy s tem  b e h in d  i t ,  y e t  a l l  t h e s e  

a b r u p t  changes  a r e  somehow r e l a t e d  t o  one a n o t h e r ,  an d  

. lo o k in g  b a c k  a t  o n e ’ s l i f e - h i s t o r y  one f i n d s  i t  a  w e l l -  j 

ro u n d ed  w hole and  n o t  m e re ly  a m ed ley  o f  i l l - a d a p t e d  

e v e n t s .

I n  e x a c t l y  th e  same m anner, d i e  movement o f  t h e  

u n i v e r s e  i n  t im e  i s  c e r t a i n l y  d e v o id  o f  a l l  r i g i d  d e t e r 

m in a t io n s  b u t  i t  moves n o t  w i th o u t  a  m e thod . I t  c r e a t e s  

and  I t  grows f r e e l y ;  i t s  c a r e e r  i s  one o f  open p o s 

s i b i l i t i e s .  ’’I t  i s  p u r p o s iv e  o n ly  in  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  I t  

i s  s e l e c t i v e  i n  c h a r a c t e r  and  b r i n g s  i t s e l f  t o  some s o r t  

o f  a  p r e s e n t  f u l f i l l m e n t  by  a c t i v e l y  p r e s e r v i n g  and su p 

p le m e n t in g  th e  p a s t . 11104 The u l t i m a t e  R e a l i t y ,  t h e r e f o r e  

i s  of t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  p u re  d u r a t i o n  b u t  one in  w h ich  

th o u g h t ,  l i f e  a s  w e l l  a s  p u rp o se  i n t e r - p e n e t r a t e  to  fo rm  

an  o r g a n ic  u n i t y .

103 I b i d .

104 I b i d . .  p .  52 .



And her© I q b a l  r a i s e s  a v e ry  p e r t i n e n t  q u e s t i o n  

jw ith  w h ich  h i s  own p h i lo s o p h y  assum es a  r a d i c a l l y  d i f 

f e r e n t  c o u r s e  from  B e rg so n ia n  m e ta p h y s ic s  .. I s  I t  p o s 

s i b l e ,  he a s k s ,  f o r  p u re  t im e  o r  p u re  sp a c e  t o  h o ld  t o 

g e t h e r  th e  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  o b j e c t s  and  e v e n ts ?  I n  o t h e r  

w o rd s ,  how can  we c o n c e iv e  t h i s  u n i t y - - t h e  u n i t y  o f  

t h o u g h t ,  l i f e  and  p u rp o s e — e x c e p t  a s  a u n i t y  o f  a  s e l f ?

He t h i n k s  t h a t  B e rg so n  was In  e r r o r  t o  r e g a r d  p u re  t im e  

a s  p r i o r  t o  s e l f ;  f o r  !,I t  i s  th e  a p p r e c i a t i v e  a c t  o f  an  

e n d u r in g  s e l f  o n ly  w h ich  can s e i z e  t h e  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  

d u r a t i o n —b ro k e n  up i n t o  an i n f i n i t y  o f  i n s t a n t s — and
105t r a n s f o r m  i t  t o  t h e  o r g a n ic  w h o le n e ss  o f  a  s y n t h e s i s . n

i

Hence t h a t  w h ich  e x i s t s  i n  p u re  d u r a t i o n  i s  a l s o  a s e l f *  

I t  i s ,  how ever, t h e  U l t im a te  S e l f .**"0 6

I q b a l ’ s c o n c e p ts  o f  ego  and  n o n -e g o  f i n d  t h e i r  

n e a r e s t  r i v a l  I n  t h e  s i m i l a r  a s p e c t s  o f  F i c h t e ’ s p h i l o 

so p h y . Once a g a in  we a r e  l i k e l y  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  b e h in d  

t h i s  seem ing  i d e n t i t y  t h e r e  a r e  p o i n t s  o f  c r u c i a l  d i f -

1 0 5  I b i d . ,  p .  53 .
1 Ofi I t  sh o u ld  be c l e a r  now why I q b a l  lo o k s  upon 

th e  m a t e r i a l  w o r ld ,  n o t  a s  so m e th in g  o p p o s in g  t h e  l i f e  
im p u lse  b u t  a s  o r g a n ic  t o  t h e  U l t i m a t e  S e l f .  The human 
ego a b s o rb s  i t  and a t t a i n s  p e r f e c t i o n .  (See C h a p te r  IV .)
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f e r e n c e  b e tw e en  th e  two p h i l o s o p h e r s .  F i c h t e * s  w hole
i

p ro b lem  s t a r t s  w i t h  t h a t  e n ig m a t ic  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  f,t h i n g -

i n - i t s e l f ” r a i s e d  by  K a n t .  Kant b e l i e v e d  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n

io f  fo rm  an d  m a t t e r  t o  b e  in s u r m o u n ta b le .  The m o tiv e  o f

F i c h t e f s p h i lo s o p h y ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h an d , was t o  r e s o l v e

t h i s  v e r y  d u a l ism  and r i s e  above t h e  c o n f l i c t  o f  t h e

c o n t e n t  and fo rm  o f  th o u g h t .  I t  i s  t r u e ,  h e  w ou ld  s a y ,

t h a t  o u r  know ledge i s  in v o lv e d  i n  t h i s  b a s i c  d u a l i s m ,  f o r

i n  o r d i n a r y  t h i n k i n g  we m ust make a d i s t i n c t i o n  be tw een

s u b j e c t  a n d  o b j e c t ;  b u t  I t s  t a s k  i s  t o  overcome t h i s

p h e n o m e n a l! ty  and  r e g a i n  t h a t  u n i t y  w hich  i s  o f  th e  v e r y

ie s se n c e  o f  i t .  K ant h im s e l f  had a l l u d e d  t o  su c h  a  u n i t a r y

p r i n c i p l e ,  th o u g h  he was f i r m l y  o f  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  i t

r e m a in s  i n a c c e s s i b l e  to  human u n d e r s t a n d in g :  ‘‘Human

c o g n i t i o n  h a s  two s te m s ,  s e n s i b i l i t y  and  u n d e r s t a n d in g ;

t h e s e  p e rh a p s  s p r i n g  from  a common r o o t  w h ich , how ever,
10*7i s  unknown to  u s .* 1 B ut F i c h t e  t h i n k s  t h a t  i f  we t r y

t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  i d e a l  by means o f  th e  r e a l  our r e s u l t s  a r e  

bound t o  b e  n e g a t i v e .  The c o r r e c t  a p p ro a c h  l i e s  i n  ex 

p l a i n i n g  th e  r e a l  b y  means o f  th e  I d e a l .  Thus th e  I d e a l

107 Immanuel Kant, C ritique o f Pure He as on, p . 15, 
c ite d  by E llen  B lis s  T albot, The Fundamental P r in c ip le  o f  
F ich te*s Philosophy (New York! The Macmillan Co., 1906J7
p .



o f  t h e  u n i t y  o f  fo rm  and  m a t t e r ,  a c c o r d in g  to  him , i s  t h e  

I d e a  o f  t h e  Ego: “ Egohood c o n s i s t s  i n  t h e  a b s o l u t e  Id e n 

t i t y  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t i v e  and  th e  o b j e c t i v e  ( a b s o l u t e  u n io n  

o f  b e in g  w i th  c o n s c io u s n e s s  and o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  w i t h  

b e i n g ) .  • . . The e s s e n c e  o f  t h e  Ego i s  n o t  t h e  sub

j e c t i v e  n o r  t h e  o b j e c t i v e ,  b u t - - a n  i d e n t i t y .  . . . I s  i t  

p o s s i b l e  f o r  any  one to  t h i n k  t h i s  I d e n t i t y  a s  h im s e l f ?

I S u r e ly  n o t ;  f o r  t o  t h i n k  o f  one s e l f ,  one m ust make t h a t  

d i s t i n c t i o n  be tw een  s u b j e c t i v e  and  o b j e c t i v e  w h ich  i s  n o t

made i n  t h i s  c o n c e p t .  W ithou t t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  no t h i n k -
10ft;i n g  i s  i n  any  w is e  p o s s i b l e . 11 The s u b j e c t  an d  o b j e c t

p o le s  o f  o u r  e x p e r i e n c e ,  b e in g  u n t h i n k a b l e  i n  m u tu a l  

e x c lu s io n  o f  one a n o t h e r ,  s h o u ld  an d  do f i n d  t h e i r  u n i t y  

i n  t h e  fu n d a m e n ta l  and a b s o l u t e  u n i t a r y  p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  

Ego •

The Ego a s  a b s o l u t e  i s  i n f i n i t e ,  s e l f - p o s i t e d  

and s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t .  I n  i t s  I n f i n i t y ,  how ever, t h e  Ego i  

“n o th in g  f o r  i t s e l f w and  i s  t h e r e f o r e  “n o t h i n g .  Thus

th e  Ego s u b j e c t s  i t s e l f  t o  s e l f - l i m i t a t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  

i t  may a t t a i n  t h e  i d e a l  o f  eg o h o o d . The outcome o f  t h i s

loft Johann G -o t t l ic h  P i c h t e ,  Das System  d e r  
S i t t e n l e h r s , p .  42 , c i t e d  by  T a l b o t ,  I b i d . ,  p .  1 7 .

109 Talbot, Ib id ., p. 36.
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p r o c e s s  o f  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  i s  t h e  “w o r ld  o f  c o n s c io u s

i n d i v i d u a l i t y ,  th e  w o r ld  i n  w h ic h  Eigo and Non-E^o seem
H Oopposed  t o  e a c h  o t h e r . 11

The f i n i t e  Ego and  Non-Ego, t h e r e f o r e ,  a r e  two

a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  I d e a  o f  t h e  Ego; y e t  th e y  a r e  a n e c e s s a r y

s t a g e  in  th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  i d e a l  u n i t y  o f  c o n t e n t  and

fo rm . F o r ,  o th e r w is e  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  th e  s u b j e c t i v e  s^nd

th e  o b j e c t i v e  i n  t h e  a b s o l u t e  Ego w ould  re m a in  empty i f

i t  w ere  n o t  made m a n i f e s t  i n  th e  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  “ Ego and

N o n-E go ,ft and  r e a l i z e d  a g a i n .

But t h e  p e r f e c t  u n i t y  o f  s u b j e c t  and o b j e c t  i s  t h e

g o a l  o f  an i n f i n i t e  p r o c e s s  an d  w i l l  n e v e r  a c t u a l l y  be

r e a l i z e d :  “The h i g h e s t  u n i t y  we s h a l l  f i n d  i n  th e

W i s s e n s c h a f t s i c h r e ; n o t ,  how ever, a s  so m e th in g  w h ic h  i s ,

b u t  a s  so m e th in g  w h ich  o u g h t t o  b e  p ro d u ced  th ro u g h  u s  and
111y e t  can n e v e r  be.®  Or a g a i n ,  “ t h e  u n i t y  o f  t h e  p u re

s p i r i t  i s  f o r  me u n a t t a i n a b l e  i d e a l ;  f i n a l  p u rp o s e ,  b u t  

one w hich  n e v e r  becom es a c t u a l • “ No number, o f  f i n i t e  

b e in g s  o r  sy s te m s  o f  f i n i t e  b e in g s  c a n  e v e r  a t t a i n  t h i s  

g o a l .  But th e y  w i l l  a lw ays b e  g u id e d  by  t h i s  i d e a l  o f

1 1 0  I b i d .

1 1 1  I b i d . ,  p .  37

1 1 2  I b i d .



l e n i t y  in  t h e i r  m o ra l  and  i n t e l l e c t u a l  endeavors* T h i s ,  i n  

s h o r t ,  i s  t h e  t r u e  b a s i s  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  t h i s  i s  w h a t 

e x p l a i n s  th e  phenomenon o f  th e  f i n i t e  b e in g  and h i s  

i n f i n i t e  s t r i v i n g *

One can  n o t  f a i l  t o  n o t i c e  t h e  u n m is ta k a b le  u n d e r 

to n e s  o f  p a n th e is m  i n  F i c h t e f s m e ta p h y s ic a l  s y s te m — th e  

v e r y  t h i n g  t h a t  I q b a l  f o u g h t  so  v eh em en tly  a g a i n s t .  I n  

' t h e  en d , F i c h t e  s a y s ,  “ a l l  b o u n d a r ie s  must d i s a p p e a r ;  t h e  

i n f i n i t e  Ego m ust re m a in  a s  One a n d  a s  A ll* "  But

,I q b a l f s f i n i t e  E gos, as we have s e e n ,  a r e  c o - e t e r n a l  w i th

t h e  a b s o l u t e  ig o ;  t h e y  a lw ays re m a in  “ d l s t i n o t , th o u g h  
t.114:n o ^ i s o l a t e d ” f ro m  th e  a b s o l u t e  Ego. The u n i v e r s e ,  

f o r  h im , i s  a  ‘‘community o f  i n d i v i d u a l s . 11 “From t h e  

u l t i m a t e  E g o ,” he w r i t e s ,  “ o n ly  egos p ro c e e d  • • • b u t  

t h e r e  a r e  d e g re e s  i n  t h e  e x p r e s s io n  o f  egohood. T hrough

o u t  t h e  e n t i r e  gamut o f  b e i n g  ru n s  t h e  g r a d u a l l y  r i s i n g

1 1 3  I b i d . ,  p .  6 0 .
114 I q b a l ,  The R e c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  R e l ig i o u s  T hought 

i n  I s l a m , p .  112 . S t r e s s I n g  th e  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  o f  th e  
f i n i t e  eg o s  and  t h e i r  u n iq u e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  a b 
s o l u t e  Ego, I q b a l  s a y s ,  nHo d o u b t ,  th e  em ergence o f  egos 
endowed w i th  th e  power of s p o n ta n e o u s  and  h e n c e  u n f o r e 
s e e a b le  a c t i o n  i s ,  i n  a  s e n s e ,  a l i m i t a t i o n  on th e  f r e e 
dom o f  t h e  a l l - i n c l u s i v e  Ego. But t h i s  l i m i t a t i o n  i s  n o t  
e x t e r n a l l y  im posed . I t  i s  b o rn  o u t  o f  H is own c r e a t i v e  
freedom  w hereby  He h a s  ch o sen  f i n i t e  egos  t o  b e  p a r t i c i 
p a t o r s  o f  H is  l i f e ,  power and f re e d o m ."  P . 7 5 .
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XX5n o te  o f  egohood u n t i l  i t  r e a c h e s  i t s  p e r f e c t i o n  i n  man*” 

When I q b a l  t q l k s  o f  n o n -eg o  he t a i k s  o f  i t  p e rh a p s  

o n ly  f i g u r a t i v e l y *  F o r ,  we have n o te d  t h a t  he c o n c e iv e s  

even t h e  worXd o f  m a t t e r  a s  b e in g  o f  th e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  an  

o rg a n ism . Commenting on t h e  n a t u r e  o f  m a t t e r ,  h e  f u r t h e r  

w r i t e s ,  ’’What th e n  i s  m a t t e r ?  A c o lo n y  o f  egos o f  a  low 

o r d e r  o u t  o f  w h ich  em erges t h e  ego o f  a h i g h e r  o r d e r ,
i
when t h e i r  a s s o c i a t i o n  and I n t e r a c t i o n  r e a c h  a  c e r t a i n  

d e g r e e  o f  c o - o r d i n a t i o n * ” ^ ^  I t  s h o u ld  be c l e a r ,  t h e r e 

f o r e ,  t h a t  t h e  re se m b la n c e  be tw een  F i c h t e  and I q b a l ’s 

p h i lo s o p h y  does n o t  e x t e n d  beyond  mere s u r f a c e  

s i m i l a r i t i e s *  B e s id e s ,  I q b a l  does n o t  even  d o u b t  t h e  

c a p a c i t y  o f  th o u g h t  t o  a p p re h e n d  th e  form  and  c o n te n t  o f  

I t s  o b j e c t .  T h o u g h t,  a c c o r d in g  to  him , i s  n o t  ’’a  

p r i n c i p l e  w hich  o r g a n iz e s  and i n t e g r a t e s  i t s  m a t e r i a l

from  th e  o u t s i d e ,  b u t  a  p o te n c y  w h ic h  i s  f o r m a t iv e  o f  t h e
117v e ry  b e i n g  o f  I t s  m a t e r i a l . 11 ’’Thus r e g a r d e d  th o u g h t

o r  i d e a  i s  n o t  a l i e n  t o  th e  o r i g i n a l  n a t u r e  o f  t h i n g s ;  i t  

i s  t h e i r  u l t i m a t e  g ro u n d  and c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  v e r y  e s s e n c e

1 1 5  I b i d . ,  p .  6 8 .

1 1 6  I b i d . ,  p .  1 0 0 .

1 1 7  I b i d . ,  p .  30 .



o f  t h e i r  b e i n g W h a t  i t  im p l i e s  i s  t h a t  t h e  ’ t h i n g -  

I n - s e l f ’ i s  n o t  by  an y  means i n a c c e s s i b l e  b u t  r a t h e r  owes 

i t s  v e ry  e x i s t e n c e  t o  human t h o u g h t .

We come, f i n a l l y ,  t o  I q b a l ’ s d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  

P e r f e c t  Man a s  i t  com pares w i th  t h a t  o f  Superman in  

N i e t z s c h e .  N o tw i th s t a n d in g  th e  im p o r ta n t  d i f f e r e n c e  in
(

t h e i r  m ethods o f  e x p r e s s i o n ,  i t  s h o u ld  p e rh a p s  be  a d m i t te d  

t h a t  n e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  two t h i n k e r s  was s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  j

th e  p r e s e n t  l o t  o f  h u m a n i ty .  I t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  i n  

t h e  c a s e  o f  N ie t z s c h e  who was e x t r e m e ly  r e s e n t f u l  o f  t h e  

t r e n d s  o f  h i s  t im e .  He fo u n d  h im s e l f  i n  t h e  m id s t  o f  a  

“ d e c a d e n t” c u l t u r e  and a ” d e g e n e r a t e d ” m o r a l i t y .  T h is  

; s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s ,  h e  th o u g h t ,  had  b ee n  b ro u g h t  a b o u t  by 

t h e  “ r u l e  o f  th e  h e r d ” and th e  l a c k  o f  f a i t h  i n  l i f e  p r e 

v a i l i n g  among t h e  “b o tc h e d ” and  th e  “b u n g l e d .” H is  r e 

a c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  C h r i s t i a n i t y  w ere s p e c i a l l y  b i t t e r .  He 

c h a rg e d  i t  w i t h  h a v in g  b r e d  o n ly  “ c o n fo rm i ty  and  m edio

c r i t y ”-  - “ th e  c h u rc h  sen d s  a l l  ’g r e a t  men’ t o  h e l l ,  I t  

f i g h t s  a g a i n s t  a l l  fg r e a t n e s s  o f  man’ tt^ — I t  was t h e

1 1 8  i b i d .

1 1 9 F r i e d r i c h  N i e t z s c h e ,  P e r  W i l le  z u r  M acht, p .  871 , 
C i te d  by  W a lte r  A. Kaufmann, N ie t z s c h e  ( P r in c e to n  U n i v e r s i t y  
P r e s s ,  1 9 5 0 ) ,  p .  2 7 5 .
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' r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e  weak. abandoned  a l l  o t h e r - w o r l d i n e s s

b y  d e c l a r i n g  God " d e a d . 11 n I  b e s e e c h  you , my b r o t h e r s

re m a in  f a i t h f u l  t o  th e  e a r t h  an d  do n o t  b e l i e v e  th o s e  who
120sp eak  to  you o f  o t h e r - w o r l d l y  hopes  ♦** The g o a l  o f

; h u m a n ity  th u s  l i e s  n o t  i n  11 th e  end1* b u t  i n  t h e  ch a n ce  a p 

p e a ra n c e  o f  i t s  fth i g h e s t  s p e c i m e n s , w h o  by  s e l f 

overcom ing  redeem  th e m s e lv e s  and  t h e  r e s t  o f  h u m a n ity .  

O b v io u s ly ,  he  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  modern n o t i o n s  o f  

i n f i n i t e  p r o g r e s s :  11 Humanity does n o t  r e p r e s e n t  a

deve lopm en t t o  t h e  b e t t e r  o r  s t r o n g e r  o r  h i g h e r ,  i n  t h e  

m anner i n  w h ic h  t h a t  i s  b e l i e v e d  to d a y .  V Progress* i s  

im ere ly  a modern i d e a ,  t h a t  i s ,  a f a l s e  i d e a .  The 

E uropean  of to d a y  re m a in s  in  h i s  v a lu e  f a r  be low  th e  

E uropean  o f  t h e  R e n a i s s a n c e ;  d ev e lo p m en t i s  n o t  by  any  

means n e c e s s a r i l y  an e l e v a t i o n .  . . .  I n  a n o t h e r  s e n s e ,  

t h e r e  i s  a  p e r p e t u a l  s u c c e s s  o f  s i n g l e  c a s e s ,  i n  t h e  most 

d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s  on t h e  e a r t h  and from  th e  m ost d i v e r s e  

c u l t u r e s ,  w here a  h i g h e r  ty p e  does  in d e e d  r e p r e s e n t  i t 

s e l f :  so m e th in g  w h ich  i n  i t s  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  t o t a l i t y  o f

m ankind i s  a  k in d  o f  U berm ensch ["superm an^. S uch  lu c k y

120 N i e t z s c h e ,  Thus Spake Z a r a t h u s t r a , P a r t  I I I ,  
c i t e d  by  Kaufman, I b i d . , p .  282 .

Kaufman, Ibid. , p. 281 •
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I a c c i d e n t s  o f  g r e a t  s u c c e s s  w ere  a lw ays p o s s i b l e  and  w i l l
I 1 2 2!p e rh a p s  a lw ays be  p o s s i b l e •"

These i d e a s ,  i t  w o u ld  seem, grew o u t o f  h i s  d o c t r i n e

o f  " E t e r n a l  R e c u r r e n c e , t h e  u n c o n d i t i o n a l  and

I i n f i n i t e l y  r e p e a t e d  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  a l l  t h i n g s . 11

N i e t z s c h e f s Superm an, t h e  one who w ould  s a y  a  b o ld  " y e s"

t o  t h e  jo y s  and even t o  th e  m i s e r i e s  o f  l i f e ,  who "w ould

|n o t  have a n y t h in g  d i f f e r e n t —n o t  f o rw a r d ,  n o t  b ac k w ard ,
i
n o t  i n  a l l  e t e r n i t y , " '* '2 ^ t h e r e f o r e ,  m ust h ave  e x i s t e d  i n 

n u m e ra b le  t im e s  b e f o r e .  H is  a p p e a ra n c e  i n  th e  f u t u r e  w i l l  . 

n o t  b y  any  means be a n o v e l  h a p p e n in g  i n  t h e  w o r ld .

1 op N i e t z s c h e ,  Der A n t i c h r i s t ,  Kaufman, I b i d . ,
p .  2 7 5 .

12«z
" A f t e r  t h e  v i s i o n  o f  t h e  U berm ensch i n  a  g r u e 

some w a y ,"  w ro te  N i e t z s c h e  i n  one o f  h i s  n o t e s ,  " t h e  
d o c t r i n e  o f  th e  r e c u r r e n c e :  now b e a r a b l e . "  (Kaufman,
I b i d . , p .  2 8 8 . )

1 2 4 . N ie t z s c h e ,  Kcce Homo, Kaufman, I b i d . , p .  279 . 
W hereas t h i s  d o c t r i n e  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  c o n n e c te d  w i t h  t h e  
s c i e n t i f i c  h y p o th e s i s  o f  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  e n e rg y ,  I t  i s  by 
no means an e n t i r e l y  new th o u g h t  I n  t h e  a n n a l s  o f  p h i l o 
so p h y . hong b e f o r e  N ie tz s c h e  we f i n d  th e  ru d im e n ts  o f  
t h i s  d o c t r i n e  i n  H e r a c l i t u s ,  P y th a g o ra s  and  E p ic u r u s .  
N ie t z s c h e  h im s e l f  makes t h i s  s t a t e m e n t :  rtI  have  fo u n d  t h i s
I d e a  In  e a r l i e r  t h i n k e r s . "  ( I b i d . )

125 Ib id ., p. 270.
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1 I q b a l ,  on th e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  c o n c e iv e s  o f  h i s  P e r f e c t

Man a s  " t h e  l a s t  f r u i t  of t h e  t r e e  of h u m a n i ty ,"  " t h e  

;acme of l i f e  b o th  i n  mind and  b o d y ." ^ * ^  H is  l i k e  has 

n e v e r  e x i s t e d  b e fo re *  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e  e v o l u t i o n a r y
i

^development of m ankind  so f a r  i s  a  n e c e s s a r y  a n t e c e d e n t  to  

th e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  t h e  P e r f e c t  Man. H is  p e r s o n a l i t y  w i l l  

'mark t h e  maximum p e r f e c t i o n  man ca n  a c h ie v e ,  p h y s i c a l l y  

'and s p i r i t u a l l y ,  i n  th e  l i f e  on e a r t h .  B e s id e s  I q b a l ’s 

'n o t io n  o f  th e  P e r f e c t  Man i s  th r o u g h  and th ro u g h  r e l i g i o u s *  

He ta k e s  h i s  h i n t  from  th e  Q uran i n  v e r s e s  l i k e  th e  f o l -  

; lo w in g :

, And by t h e  moon when a t  h e r  f u l l ,  t h a t  f rom
| s t a t e  t o  s t a t e  s h a l l  ye b e  s u r e l y  c a r r i e d

onw ard . (8 4 :1 9 )

Y et a r e  we n o t  th e r e b y  h in d e r e d  f ro m  r e p l a c i n g  
you w i th  o t h e r s ,  y o u r  l i k e s ,  o r  from  c r e a t i n g  
you a g a in  In  form s w h ich  ye know n o t  I (5 6 :6 1 )

Man h a s  b een  a p p o in te d  God’ s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  on 

e a r t h :  "L o , I  w i l l  a p p o i n t  a  v i c e g e r e n t  on t h e  e a r t h . "

(Quran Ch. 2 ,  V. 2 8 . )  But i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  t h e  t r u e  r u l e r  

o f  God’s e a r t h l y  kingdom  h e  s h o u ld  have  d e v e lo p e d  I n  him

s e l f  th e  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  h i s  L o rd . H© s h o u ld  have  r i s e n

above t h e  c o n f l i c t s  o f  mind an d  m a t t e r :  " I n  him th e  d i s -
^  ...

I q b a l ,  S e c r e t s  o f  th e  S e l f , p .  x x v i i .
12*7 I q b a l ,  The K e c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  R e l ig i o u s  Thought 

i n  I s l a m , p .  110 .



c o rd  6 f  o u r  m e n ta l  l i f e  becomes a  harmony* The h i g h e s t

:power i s  u n i t e d  in  him w i th  t h e  h i g h e s t  knowledge* I n  h i s

l i f e ,  th o u g h t  and a c t i o n ,  i n s t i n c t  and  r e a s o n ,  become 
12 8o n e . ”

B u t ,  u n l i k e  N ie t z s c h e ,  I q b a l  does  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  

th e  " a r i s t o c r a c y  o f  Supermen" a lo n e  i s  d e s t i n e d  t o  p la y  

t h i s  r o l e .  " N i e t z s c h e , M w r i t e s  I q b a l ,  n . * . a b h o r s  th e  

’ r u l e  o f  th e  h e r d ’ , a n d ,  h o p e l e s s  o f  th e  p l e b e i a n ,  he  

b a s e s  a l l  h ig h e r  c u l t u r e  on t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  and  g ro w th  of
j

an  a r i s t o c r a c y  o f  Superm en. But i s  th e  p le b e ia n  so
i g q

a b s o l u t e l y  h o p e l e s s ? "  T h is  v e r y  p l e b e i a n ,  i n  I q b a l ’ s

jo p in io n ,  m ig h t  w e l l  c o n t a i n  th e  se e d s  o f  t h e  P e r f e c t  Man*

A f t e r  a l l ,  he s a y s ,  " o u t  o f  t h e  p l e b e i a n  m a t e r i a l  I s la m
130h as  form ed men o f  t h e  n o b l e s t  ty p e  an d  power*M

I p Q

I q b a l ,  The S e c r e t s  o f  t h e  S e l f , p .  x x v i i •
129 I b i d *, p* x x i x .  F o o tn o te*

1 3 0  I b i d .



CHAPTER VI

CONCLUSION

| I q b a l  was n o t  i n  f a v o r  o f  s y s te m s ,  n o r  d i d  he con-

s c i o u s l y  a t t e m p t  t o  b u i l d  one i n  h i s  p h i lo s o p h y #  I t  !
!
iwould n o t  b e  w h o l ly  u n fo u n d ed  t o  s a y  t h a t  he c o n c e n t r a t e d

i
ih i s  I n t e l l e c t u a l  e f f o r t s  p r i m a r i l y  on t h e  r e - i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  :
i
;o f  I s la m  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  t r a d i t i o n s .  T h is  |

i s  n o t  t o  s u g g e s t ,  how ever, t h a t  p h i lo s o p h y  was p e rh a p s  

f o r  him m e re ly  a  b y - p ro d u c t  o f  r e l i g i o n  o r  r e l i g i o n  

e n t i r e l y  d e p e n d e n t  on p h i l o s o p h i c a l  a f f i r m a t i o n .  I n  h i s  

own w o rd s :  "The s p i r i t  o f  p h i lo s o p h y  I s  one o f  f r e e

i n q u i r y .  I t  s u s p e c t s  a l l  a u t h o r i t y .  I t s  f u n c t i o n  i s  to  

t r a c e  t h e  u n c r i t i c a l  a s s u m p tio n s  o f  human th o u g h t  to  

t h e i r  h id in g  p l a c e s ,  and in  t h i s  p u r s u i t  i t  may f i n a l l y  

end In  d e n i a l  o r  a  f r a n k  a d m is s io n  o f  th e  i n c a p a c i t y  o f  

p u re  r e a s o n  t o  r e a c h  th e  u l t i m a t e  r e a l i t y .  The e s s e n c e  

o f  r e l i g i o n ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h an d , i s  f a i t h ;  an d  f a i t h ,  

l i k e  t h e  b i r d ,  s e e s  i t s  1 t r a c k l e s s  w ay 1 u n a t t e n d e d  by 

i n t e l l e c t  • • • y e t  i t  # • . i s  more th a n  mere f e e l i n g .

131 " I  am a f r a i d , "  h e  once w ro te ,  " t h a t  I  h av e  no 
p h i lo s o p h y  to  t e a c h .  As a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t  I  h a t e  sy s tem s  
o f  p h i lo s o p h y .  • . . N o  do u b t I  t a l k  o f  t h i n g s  in  w h ich  
p h i lo s o p h e r s  a r e  a l s o  i n t e r e s t e d .  But w i t h  me th e s e  
th in g s  a r e  m a t t e r s  o f  l i v i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  (Mazher U ddin  
S i d d i q i ,  The Image o f  th e  West i n  I s l a m , p .  7 7 . )



69

I t  h as  so m e th in g  l i k e  a c o g n i t i v e  c o n t e n t ,  and th e  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  r i v a l  p a r t i e s - - s c h o l a s t i c s  and  m y s t i c s - - i n  

th e  h i s t o r y  o f  r e l i g i o n  shows t h a t  id e a  i s  a v i t a l  e lem e n t 

i n  r e l i g i o n .* 1 The f a i t h  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  h o w ev e r , i s  by

no  means to  b e  a c c e p te d  - u n c r i t i c a l l y #  I n  view o f  t h e  

; c r u c i a l  im p o r ta n c e  o f  i t s  r o l e  i n  m an’ s l i f e  i t  m ust f i n d  

;a r a t i o n a l  b a s i s  f o r  i t s  u l t i m a t e  p r i n c i p l e s .  P h i lo s o p h y ,  

( th u s ,  may have j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  ju d g e  r e l i g i o n  b u t  w i th 

o u t  c la im in g  i t s  s u p e r i o r i t y  o v e r  r e l i g i o n .  F o r ,  s a y s  

I q b a l ,  T*what i s  t o  be ju d g e d  i s  o f  s u c h  a n a t u r e  t h a t  i t  

w i l l  n o t  su b m it t o  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  p h i lo s o p h y  e x c e p t  

on i t s  own te rm s .  W hile  s i t t i n g  i n  judgm ent on r e l i g i o n ,  

p h i lo s o p h y  ca n n o t  g iv e  r e l i g i o n  an  I n f e r i o r  p l a c e  among 

i t s  d a t a .  R e l ig io n  i s  n o t  a  d e p a r tm e n ta l  a f f a i r ;  i t  i s

n e i t h e r  m ere t h o u g h t ,  n o r  m ere f e e l i n g ,  n o r  m ere a c t i o n ;
133i t  i s  an  e x p r e s s io n  o f  t h e  w hole m an .1*

I n  I n t e r p r e t i n g  I s la m ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  I q b a l  a c c e p t s  

t h e  te rm s  o f  r e l i g i o n  and makes i n t u i t i o n ,  o r  m y s t ic  

c o n s c io u s n e s s  a s  he c a l l s  i t ,  h i s  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t .  (We 

n o te d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  th e  m y s t ic  c o n s c io u s n e s s  w ould  y i e l d

132 I q b a l ,  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  R e l i g i o u s  Thought 
i n  I s l a m , p .  1 .

1 3 3  X b id . , p .  2 .
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!a d i r e c t  and im m ed ia te  v i s i o n  o f  t h e  w hole o f  r e a l i t y ,
iI
iwhose c o n t e n t s ,  th o u g h  e s s e n t i a l l y  u n a n a ly s a b le  and  i n 

com m unicable , a r e  y e t  o f  a  c o g n i t i v e  n a t u r e * )  He f u r t h e r  

: d e fe n d s  t h e  m ethod of i n t u i t i o n  by  d e c l a r i n g  i t  t o  b e  a 

f a c u l t y  o f  knov/ledge o v e r  and  ab o v e  th e  f a c u l t i e s  o f  

:th o u g h t  and  s e n s e - p e r c e p t i o n .  “ Nor i s  t h e r e  any  r e a s o n
i  .  ^

t o  s u p p o s e ,” he w r i t e s ,  " t h a t  th o u g h t  an d  i n t u i t i o n  a r e

e s s e n t i a l l y  opposed  t o  e a c h  o t h e r .  They s p r i n g  up from

t h e  same r o o t  and complement ea ch  o th e r*  * . * B oth

se e k  v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  same R e a l i t y  w h ich  r e v e a l s  i t s e l f
134t o  them  i n  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  t h e i r  f u n c t i o n  i n  l i f e . "

;The s p e c i a l  f u n c t i o n  o f  i n t u i t i o n  i s  t o  g r a s p  t h e  

t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  a s p e c t s  o f  R e a l i t y  w h ich  a r e  beyond th e  

r e a c h  of th o u g h t*

W ith  t h e  h e lp  o f  th e  f a c u l t y  o f  i n t u i t i o n ,  t h e n ,  

he  p ro c e e d s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  th e  t r u e  n a t u r e  o f  th e  human 

eg o , h i s  freedom  and im m o r ta l i ty *  E x te n d in g  t h i s  a n a lo g y  

f u r t h e r  th r o u g h  th e  w o r ld  o f  m a t t e r ,  he d e te rm in e s  t h e  

n a t u r e  o f  U l t i m a t e  R e a l i t y  and d i s c o v e r s  i n  th e  U n iv e r s e  

a  g ra n d  schem e o f  eg o s  c o n s t a n t l y  s t r i v i n g  t o  r i s e  h i g h e r  

and h i g h e r  i n  t h e  s c a l e  o f  p e r f e c t i o n :  " I  have  c o n c e iv e d

134 Ib id ., p. 3.
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th e  U l t im a te  R e a l i t y  a s  an Ego; and  I  m ust ad d  now t h a t
!
|from  U l t im a te  Ego o n ly  egos p r o c e e d .  • . • T h roughou t t h e

e n t i r e  gamut o f  b e i n g  r u n s  t h e  g r a d u a l l y  r i s i n g  n o te  o f
135egohood u n t i l  i t  r e a c h e s  i t s  p e r f e c t i o n  i n  m an."

I t  w ould seem to  be t r u e  p e rh a p s  t h a t  I q b a l  was 

th o r o u g h ly  i n s p i r e d  b y  h i s  r e l i g i o n ,  b u t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  

w h e th e r  th e  w hole r a n g e  o f  h i s  p h i lo s o p h ic  th o u g h t  was a  

m e re  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  I s l a m  I s  c e r t a i n l y  open to  d eb a te*

At d i f f e r e n t  s t a g e s  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  I s l a m  d i f f e r e n t  

s c h o o ls  o f  p h i lo s o p h y — N a t i o n a l i s t s ,  A to m is t s ,  S u f i s ,  

e t c . — em erged and  t h e y  a l l  c la im e d  t o  f i n d  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  

f o r  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  c r e e d  in  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  t h e  Q uran .
i

To d e c l a r e  them  a l l  wrong w i l l  p e rh ap s  b e  an u n f a i r  

ju d g m en t. One s h o u ld  r a t h e r  s a y  t h a t  t h e y  w ere  a s  much 

th e  p ro d u c t  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  t r e n d s  o f  t h e i r  ag e  a s  I q b a l  

I s  o f  h i s .  Even t h e  m ost i n s p i r e d  i n t e r p r e t e r  o f  a  

r e l i g i o n ,  i t  w i l l  be  a d m i t t e d ,  has  h i s  own p e c u l i a r  fram e 

o f  mind w i t h i n  w hich  h e  w o rk s , a  m ind sh a p ed  and m oulded

b y  t h e  m u l t i - f a c e t e d  en v iro n m e n t t h a t  s u r ro u n d s  him*

B e s id e s ,  who can s a y  j u d i c i o u s l y  t h a t  r e l i g i o u s  w r i t i n g s

o f  a l l  t im e s ,  o f  a l l  r a c e s  have n o t  a lw ays been  f l e x i b l e

135  I b i d . , p .  6 8 .
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;enough t o  y i e l d  t o  e v e r  new i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ?  T h is  i s  w hat 

a c t u a l l y  e n s u re s  t h e i r  d u r a b i l i t y  and p erm anence . The
i
p o i n t  i s  t h a t  I q b a l  may w e l l  h ave  r e a d  i n t o  t h e  Quran a 

l i t t l e  more th a n  w hat i n  f a c t  was t h e r e .  Or s h a l l  we s a y  

t b a t  he  to o  so u g h t  t o  j u s t i f y  h i s  p h i lo s o p h ic  and  e t h i c a l  

v iew s i n  te rm s  o f  th e  Holy Book I

; N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  a g r e e d  t h a t  I q b a l f s

jm iss io n  i n  th e  I s l a m i c  w o r ld  was a lm o s t  a p o s t o l i c .  He

made a s u p e rb  e f f o r t  t o  m o d e rn iz e  Muslim th e o lo g y  w h ich

i n  th e  2 0 th  C e n tu ry  was s t i l l  v e ry  much m e d ie v a l  i n  sco p e

and c h a r a c t e r .  H is  dynam ic th o u g h t  opened new v i s t a s  o f

hope f o r  th e  p e r p le x e d  Muslim m ind , p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e

s u b c o n t in e n t  o f  I n d o - P a k i s t a n .  (He h a s  n o t  p e rh a p s  b een

g iv e n  f u l l  r e c o g n i t i o n  in  o t h e r  I s l a m i c  n a t i o n s  o f  t h e

w o r ld ,  b u t  i t  I s  to o  e a r l y  t o  ju d g e  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  h i s

work y e t ,  b e c a u s e  th e  M uslim  p e o p le s  ev e ryw here  a r e  i n  t h e

m id s t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  t u r m o i l s .  When p e a c e  r e t u r n s  to  them ,

th e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  I q b a l  I s  a p t  t o  make i t s e l f  f e l t . )

O th e r  Muslim t h i n k e r s  o f  I n d i a ,  n o t  to o  lo n g  b e f o r e

I q b a l ,  had  a l s o  t r i e d  to  i n t r o d u c e  s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l
/

r e fo rm s  b u t  t h e i r  method^., by and  l a r g e ,  was one o f  

i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  f o l lo w in g  of t h e  t r e n d s  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  age* 

The r e s u l t  was an  a r t i f i c i a l  s u p e r - i m p o s i t i o n  o f  f o r e i g n  

y a lu e s  on th e  n a t i v e  c u l t u r e  w h ich  l e d  t o  an i n t e l l e c t u a l



jd isharm ony In  t h e  Muslim community o f  In d ia *  C o m p le te ly  

overwhelm ed b y  t h e  Im p ac t o f  W e ste rn  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  t h e
i
e d u c a te d  Muslim y o u th  tu r n e d  i t s  b a c k  I n  d e s p a i r  on I t s  

own m o ra l  and s p i r i t u a l  h e r i t a g e  and b eg an  c o p y in g  a l l  

t h a t  was i d e n t i f i e d  w i th  t h e  West r a t h e r  b l i n d l y .  I q b a l  

was d e e p ly  c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  and  

to o k  i t  upon h i m s e l f  t o  w arn  t h e  p r e s e n t  young g e n e r a t i o n  

o f  t h e  g ra v e  d a n g e rs  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h i s  s u p e r f i c i a l  I m i t a 

t i o n .  He d id  n o t  o b j e c t  a s  su ch  to  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  w h ich  was t a k i n g  p l a c e  a ro u n d  h im ; f o r  he 

th o u g h t  t h a t  th e  modern West i n  I t s  b e g in n in g s  had
i

a c t u a l l y  r e c e i v e d  im p e tu s  from  t h e  e a r l y  Muslim c u l t u r e  

an d  d e v e lo p e d  f u r t h e r  upon  i t .  B u t ,  i f  t o d a y  we a r e  

o b l ig e d  t o  acknow ledge  t h e  s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  t h e  West and 

f o l lo w  i t ,  we m ust n o t  do so  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y ,  o r  e l s e  

we w i l l  n o t  o n ly  f a i l  t o  d e v e lo p  a t r u e  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  

t h e  W este rn  c u l t u r e  b u t  a l s o  w i l l  b r i n g  home t h a t  un 

f o r t u n a t e  s p i r i t u a l  vacuum w hich  e x i s t s  i n  t h e  West 

b e c a u s e  of t h e  t y r a n n y  o f  m a t e r i a l i s m .  nT h e re  was a  t i m e , ” 

w r i t e s  I q b a l ,  ttwhen E uropean  th o u g h t  r e c e i v e d  i n s p i r a t i o n  

from  th e  w o r ld  o f  I s l a m .  The m ost r e m a rk a b le  phenomenon o f  

m odern h i s t o r y ,  how ever, i s  t h e  enormous r a p i d i t y  w i th  

w h ich  th e  w o r ld  o f  I s la m  i s  s p i r i t u a l l y  m oving tow ard  th e  

W est.  T here  I s  n o th in g  wrong i n  t h i s  movement, f o r



E uropean  c u l t u r e ,  on i t s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s i d e ,  i s  o n ly  a  

f u r t h e r  d ev e lo p m en t o f  some o f  th e  m ost im p o r ta n t  p h a s e s  

|o f  th e  c u l t u r e  o f  I s l a m .  Our o n ly  f e a r  i s  t h a t  t h e  d a z z l  

l ing  e x t e r i o r  o f  E uropean  c u l t u r e  may a r r e s t  o u r  movement

and  we may f a i l  t o  r e a c h  th e  t r u e  in w a rd n e s s  o f  t h a t
_ . tt136c u l t u r e ♦

A side  from  th e  c u l t u r a l  im p o r t  of I q b a l f s p h i l o -  

jsophy, t h e r e  i s  p r e s e n t  i n  i t  th e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  a  f u l l -

I q b a l ,  I b i d . ,  p .  7 .  I q b a l  was v e r y  c r i t i c a l  
o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  o u t lo o k  and c o l d  i n t e l l e c t u a l i s m  o f  th e  
m odem  European  s c i e n t i s t s  and p h i lo s o p h e r s  a s  i s  e v id e n t  
in  t h e  f o l lo w in g  v e r s e s  from  P e r s i a n  Psalm s ( t r a n s l a t e d  
;by A. J .  A rb e r ry )  :

W akeful h e a r t  was n e v e r  g iv e n  
E u ro p e 's  s c i e n t i s t  b y  h e a v e n 's  
A l l  t h a t  God m arked h im  by  
I s  t h e  s p e c u l a t i v e  e y e ,
Love h e  knows n o t ,  and  th e  B r a in  
S n a k e - l i k e  b i t e s  i n t o  h i s  v e i n ,
Even th o u g h  h i s  g o ld e n  cup 
P low ing  ru b y  f i l l e t h  u p .

( p .  83)

E u r o p e 's  p h i lo s o p h e r
So m i s s e t h  th e  r a p t u r e  f i n e  
In  th e  r e d  bowl s h in e s  more c l e a r  
The g leam  of c r im so n  w in e .
B e t t e r  a man w ere  b l i n d  
B e t t e r  a  th o u s a n d  w i s e ,
Than know ledge t o  have i n  mind 
T h a t th e  s e e in g  h e a r t  d e n ie s  
Though i n t e l l e c t s  j u g g l e r y  
P e c u l i a r  jo y  im p a r t  
B e t t e r  th a n  s u b t l e t y  
I s  t h e  f a i t h  o f  a  s im p le  h e a r t .

( p .  103)



fledged system--however much he may "hate" philosophical
j

s y s te m s .  I n  m e ta p h y s ic s ,  h e  w ould  "belong t o  th e  s c h o o l

o f  m o n is ts  b e c a u s e  he c o n c e iv e s  t h e  U l t im a te  R e a l i t y  t o

be o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  i p i r i t  a l o n e .  M a t t e r ,  f o r  him , i s

m e re ly  th e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  th e  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  S p i r i t - -

o r  Ego. He e l i m i n a t e s  th u s  t h e  d u a l i s m  o f  body and  s o u l

i n  t h e  b e in g  o f  man. However, t h e  human eg o , th o u g h  i t

s h a r e s  th e  t r a i t s  o f  t h e  A b so lu te  Ego ( t o  a l i m i t e d

e x t e n t ) ,  a lw ays re m a in s  u n iq u e  i n  i t s  I n d i v i d u a l i t y .

E p i s t e m o l o g i e a l l y ,  I q b a l  i s  many t h i n g s  i n  o n e .

He a d v o c a te s  th e  m ethod  o f  i n t u i t i o n  t o  know th e  u l t i m a t e

n a t u r e  o f  r e a l i t y .  Y et h e  w ou ld  n o t  condemn t h e

f a c u l t i e s  o f  th o u g h t  and s e n s e - p e r c e p t i o n : "G-od r e v e a l s

h i s  s ig n s  i n  i n n e r  as  w e l l  a s  o u t e r  e x p e r i e n c e ,  and i t

i s  t h e  d u ty  o f  man to  ju d g e  t h e  know ledge y i e l d i n g
1 ^*7c a p a c i t y  o f  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e . "  Thought and

s e n s e - p e r c e p t i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  i n s t r u m e n t s  

f o r  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  t h e  w o r ld  o f  o b j e c t s .  In d e e d ,

I f  i t  w ere  n o t  f o r  t h e  In a d e q u a c y  of o u r  l o g i c a l  u n d e r 

s t a n d i n g ,  th o u g h t  w ould  be  ” • . . c a p a b le  of r e a c h in g  an 

immanent I n f i n i t e  i n  whose s e l f - u n f o l d i n g  movement th e

137 Iqbal, op. c i t . , p. 120.
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138v a r io u s  f i n i t e  c o n c e p ts  a r e  m e re ly  ’ moments*" Know

l e d g e ,  how ever, m ust b e g in  w i th  th e  se n su o u s  a p p re h e n s io n  

o f  t h e  c o n c r e t e .  F o r ,  " i t  i s  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c a p t u r e  o f

and  power o v e r  t h e  c o n c r e te  t h a t  makes i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r
139t h e  i n t e l l e c t  o f  man to  p a s s  beyond th e  c o n c re te * "  In

o t h e r  w o rd s ,  I q b a l  w ould  i n s i s t  t h a t  th e  i d e a l  l i f e  o f  

S p i r i t  i s  n o t  t o  b e  th o u g h t  o f  a s  b e in g  c o m p le te ly  

d i v o r c e d  from  th e  r e a l  w o r ld  o f  phenomena; n o r  do t h e  

i d e a l  and th e  r e a l  e x i s t  i n  i r r e c o n c i l a b l e  o p p o s i t i o n  to  

ea ch  o t h e r .  "The l i f e  o f  t h e  i d e a l , 11 w r i t e s  I q b a l ,  

" c o n s i s t s ,  n o t  i n  a  t o t a l  b r e a c h  w i t h  t h e  r e a l  w h ich  

Would t e n d  to  s h a t t e r  t h e  o r g a n ic  w h o len e ss  o f  l i f e  i n t o  

p a i n f u l  o p p o s i t i o n s ,  b u t  i n  t h e  p e r p e t u a l  e n d e av o u r  o f  

th e  i d e a l  t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h e  r e a l  w i t h  a v iew  e v e n t u a l l y  

t o  a b s o rb  i t ,  t o  c o n v e r t  i t  i n t o  I t s e l f ,  and to  

I l l u m i n a t e  i t s  w hole b e in g *

S e n se s  a s  w e l l  a s  i n t e l l e c t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a r e  

" a r t i f i c i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n s "  o f  t h e  ego to  p r e s e r v e  an d  

enhance  i t s  own l i f e ,  to  a s s i m i l a t e  and  a b s o rb  th e  w o rld  

o f  m a t t e r :  " I t s  e s s e n c e  i s  t h e  c o n t i n u a l  c r e a t i o n  o f

1 3 8  I b i d . ,  p .  6 .  

■*"3® I b i d . ,  p .  125 . 

1 4 0  I b i d . ,  p .  9 .
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'd e s i r e s  and  i d e a l s ,  and  f o r  t h e  p u rp o s e  o f  i t s  p r e s e r v a 

t i o n  and  e x p a n s io n  i t  h a s  in v e n te d  o r  d e v e lo p e d  o u t  o f
l
i t s e l f  c e r t a i n  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  e*g* , s e n s e s ,  i n t e l l e c t ,  e t c * ,  

iWhich h e lp  i t  to  a s s i m i l a t e  o b s t r u c t i o n s H e r e  I q b a l  

c l e a r l y  em erges a s  a  v o l u n t a r i s t *  ^e  d o e s  n o t  denounce 

human i n t e l l e c t ,  n o r  d o e s  he make i t  s u b s e r v i e n t  t o  th e  

l o g i c s  o f  an  a b s o l u t e  I d e a .  He r a t h e r  t a k e s  a dynam ic 

v iew  o f  l i f e *  E v e ry  ego i s  s t r u g g l i n g  t o  a t t a i n  p e r 

f e c t i o n ,  f reed o m  an d  im m o r ta l i ty *  I t  w i l l s  and o u t  o f  

i t s  f r e e  w i l l  i t  em ploys a l l  t h e  s u i t a b l e  means t o  

a c h ie v e  i t s  o b j e c t i v e .  In  w i l l i n g  and  s t r i v i n g  a lo n e  

c o n s i s t s  t h e  l i f e  o f  th e  ego* But t h i s  W i l l  i s  n o t  th e  

b l i n d ,  i r r a t i o n a l  Im pu lse  o f  S ch o p en h au er .  N e i t h e r  i s  i t  

a  ttW i l l - t o - p o w e r n a s  c o n c e iv e d  by N i e t z s c h e .  F o r  t h e  

fo rm e r  t e a c h e s  e s c a p ism  from  l i f e  and th e  l a t t e r  a p p e a r s  

a s  a  r u t h l e s s  "daemon o f  mankind*!’ and  y e t  t h e  o n ly  

c r i t e r i o n  o f  human v a lu e s *  I q b a l ’ s W il l  may w e l l  be 

c a l l e d  th e  W i l l - to - F r e e d o m :

The Ego a t t a i n s  t o  f reed o m  by  t h e  rem o v a l o f  a l l  
o b s t r u c t i o n s  in  i t s  way* I t  i s  p a r t l y  f r e e ,  p a r t l y  
d e te rm in e d  and r e a c h e s  f u l l e r  freedom  b y  a p p ro a c h in g  
t h e  I n d i v i d u a l  who I s  m ost f r e e — God* I n  one word, 
l i f e  I s  an e n d e a v o u r  f o r  f r e e d o m .^42

Iqbal, The Secrets of the S e lf , p* xx*
142 Ibid*, p* xxi.
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I .  WRITINGS BY IQBAL1

a* P e r s i a n

A s r a r - i - K h u d i , L a h o re ,  1 9 1 5 .#  !

T h is  i s  t h e  f i r s t  work i n  w h ich  I q b a l  expounds h i s  1
d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  human ego* T r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  E n g l i s h  
by  P r o f .  R. A* N ic h o ls o n  u n d e r  t h e  t i t l e  f,S e c r e t s  o f  ;
t h e  S e l f ” (London, M acm illan , 1920 ; L a h o re ,  A s h r a f ,  \
1944, 148 p p * ) .  The i n t r o d u c t i o n  i n c l u d e s  an a c c o u n t
o f  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  b a s i s  o f  th e  poem, c o n t r i b u t e d
by  t h e  a u t h o r .  The t r a n s l a t i o n  was re v ie w e d  by  P ro f*  
Browne i n  th e  J o u r . Roy a l  A s i a t * S o c . ,  1921, an d  by 
Mr. F o r r e s t e r  i n  th e  Athenaeum , l § 2 l .

Rumuz-i B ek h u d i, L a h o re ,  1 9 1 8 .#

T h is  work i s  a  complement t o  th e  above and  d e a l s  w i t h  
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  s o c i e t y .  The a u t h o r  
v i s u a l i s e s  and  d e s c r i b e s  h i s  i d e a l  I s l a m ic  S o c i e ty , ,  
i t s  b a s i s ,  i t s  a im s ,  i d e a l s  and t h e  ways and means of 
a t t a i n i n g  them . T r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  E h g l i s h  w i th  i n t r o d u c 
t i o n  and n o t e s  by P r o f .  A. J .  A rb e r r y  u n d e r  t h e  t i t l e  
" M y s te r ie s  o f  S e l f l e s s n e s s ;  a p h i l o s o p h i c a l  poem" 
(London, I ^ i r r a y ,  1953 , 92 p p . ) .  E x t r a c t  o f  th e  t r a n s 
l a t i o n  p u b l i s h e d  i n  Thought ( D e l h i ) ,  2 ( 2 3 ) ,  1950, 
p .  12 , u n d e r  th e  t i t l e  "Freedom  o f  M an."

P ay a m -I-M a sh r iq ,  L a h o re ,  1 s t  e d .  1923; 2nd e d .  1924 .

I t  was w r i t t e n  a s  a  r e s p o n s e  t o  G o e th e ’ s fW e s t o e s t l i c h e r  
D iv a n . 1 P r o f .  N ic h o ls o n  w ro te  an a r t i c l e  on t h i s  work 
u n d e r  th e  t i t l e  " I q b a l ’ s M essage o f  th e  E a s t"  i n  
I s l a m i c a  ( L e ip z i g ,  1925, Band 1 , S . 1 1 2 -1 2 4 ) .

T h is  i s  a  c o m p le te  l i s t  o f  I q b a l ’ s w o rk s , b e in g  
added  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  i n t e r e s t e d  r e a d e r s .  The c o n t e n t s  
o f  t h i s  l i s t  have  been  o b ta in e d  from  th e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  
B a z m - i - Iq b a l ,  L a h o re ,  P a k i s t a n .
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Z abur-  i  -  A j  am, L a h o re ,  1927.

I t  i s  made up  o f  two p a r t s .  The f i r s t  p a r t  c o n s i s t s  o f  
g h a z a l s .  The se co n d  p a r t  i s  e n t i t l e d  "The New Rose- 
G arden o f  S e c r e t s , 11 w r i t t e n  on t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  
" G u ls h a n - i -R a z "  o f  Mahmud S h a b i s t a r i ,  who w ro te  t h i s  
t r e a t i s e ,  w e ll -k n o w n  In  m y s t ic  l i t e r a t u r e ,  I n  answ er 
t o  n in e  q u e s t i o n s  p u t  f o r t h  b y  a c e r t a i n  S u f i .  I q b a l  
u n d e r to o k  t o  answ er t h e  same q u e s t i o n s  in  th e  l i g h t  
o f  modem th o u g h t .  An E n g l i s h  r e n d e r i n g  o f  o n ly  th e  
f i r s t  p a r t  o f  " Z a b u r- i-A ja m "  u n d e r  th e  t i t l e  '’P e r s i a n  
P sa lm s 11 h a s  b e e n  made b y  P r o f .  A. J .  A rb e r r y  (L a h o re ,  
A s h r a f ,  1949 , x i i ,  128 p p . ) .

J a v e d  Namah, L a h o re ,  1932.

W r i t t e n  a f t e r  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  D a n te ’ s " D iv in e  Comedy.1'
I n  h i s  im a g in a ry  jo u r n e y ,  t h e  p o e t  i s  g u id e d  by 
M aulana J a l a l u ’ d -D in  Rumi. T r a n s l a t i o n  i n t o  E n g l i s h  
o f  th e  f i r s t  25 p ag es  o f  t h i s  work h as  b een  made by  
P r o f .  Mahmud Ahmad, u n d e r  th e  t i t l e  11 In  v o c a t io n "  in  
I s l a m i c  C u l t u r e , 22 ( 4 ) ,  1948 , pp . 3 4 3 -5 4 ) .  An 
£ t a l i a n  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  w ork h as  been  made by 
D r .  A le s s a n d ro  B a u sa n i ,  un d d r  t h e  t i t l e  MI1  Poema 
C e l e s t e 11 ( p u b l i s h e d  by  th e  I n s t i t u t e  I t a l i a n o  p e r  I I  
Medio ed  E strem o  O r i e n t e ,  Rome, 1 9 5 2 ) .

Pas Cheh B a ld  Kard Aye A qw am -i-Sharq , L a h o re ,  1936 , 71 pp.£-

"T hen , # i a t  s h o u ld  be done , Oh P e o p le s  o f  th e  E a s t? "
A m a th n a w i; t o  I t  a r e  appended  a num ber o f  P e r s i a n  
poems, u n d e r  th e  g e n e r a l  t i t l e  M u s a f i r  (a  t r a v e l l e r ) ,  
composed d u r in g  t h e  p o e t ’s b r i e f  s o jo u r n  i n  A f g h a n i s t a n .

L a l a - i - T u r .  "The T u l ip  o f  S i n a i . 11 T r a n s l a t i o n  fro m
P e r s i a n  i n t o  E n g l i s h  by P r o f .  A. J .  A rb e r ry  (London, 
R oyal I n d i a  S o c i e t y ,  1947, x ,  35 p p . ) .  The t e x t  a p 
p e a r s  I n  " P a y a m - i -M a s h r iq .1*

b • U rdu

I lm u l  I q t i s a d ,  L a h o re ,  1903c, 216 p p .

An u rd u  w ork on E conom ics. I q b a l ’ s f i r s t  e f f o r t  I n  
t h e  f i e l d  o f  a u t h o r s h i p .
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B a n g - i -D a r a ,  L a h o re ,  1924

A c o l l e c t i o n  o f  U rdu poems composed up  t o  t h e  y e a r  
1924 .

I q b a l 1 s K h iz r - i - R a h  has  b e e n  r e n d e r e d  i n t o  E n g l i s h  by  
A. Q. N iaz  (L a h o re ,  F r ie n d s  i n  C o u n c il  P u b l i s h e r s ,
1951 , 40 p p . ) .  Shikw ah and Jaw ab-i - Shlkw ah was done 
i n t o  E n g l i s h  v e r s e  by  A l t a f  H u sa in ,  u n d e r  t h e  t i t l e  
wThe C o m p la in t  and th e  Answer11 (L a h o re ,  A s h ra f ,  1 s t  
e d .  1943 ; 2nd e d .  1948, 39 p p . ) .  The Poem ’New Moon* 
a p p e a re d  i n  t h e  L iv in g  Age ( B o s to n ) ,  312, F e b ru a r y  4 , 
1922, p .  306.

B a l - 1 - J i b r e e l ,  o r  t h e  Wings o f  G a b r i e l ,  L a h o re ,  1935.

The f i r s t  p a r t  o f  i t  c o n t a i n s  61 g h a z a l s  and a few 
q u a t r a i n s .  The se co n d  p a r t  opens w i th  a p r a y e r  i n  t h e  
Mosque o f  C ordova, and  c o n t a i n s  many o t h e r  poems 
w r i t t e n  by  t h e  P o e t  d u r in g  h i s  v i s i t  t o  S p a in .  Be
s i d e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  m is c e l la n e o u s  poems a b o u t  c o n tem p o ra ry  
e v e n t s .  E n g l i s h  r e n d e r i n g s  o f  t h e  Mosque o f  Cordova 
have  b ee n  made by V i c t o r  K ie rn a n  ( P a k . Q u a r t e r l y , 2
( 3 ) ,  1952 , p p . 50 -51 ) an d  A. Q. N iaz  (P a k . R eview , 2
( 4 ) ,  1954, p p . 4 4 -4 2 ,  4 0 ) .

Z a rb - I -K a le e m , L a h o re ,  1936.

A c o l l e c t i o n  o f  poems i n  w h ich  th e  P o e t - P h i lo s o p h e r  
r e v ie w s  and c r i t i c i s e s  d i f f e r e n t  a s p e c t s  o f  modern 
l i f e .

S e l e c t e d  poems from  th e  above t h r e e  volum es h av e  b e e n  
t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  E n g l i s h  b y  V. S .  K ie rn a n  and i s s u e d  
u n d e r  t h e  t i t l e  wPoems from  I q b a l ,  t r a n s l a t e d  f ro m  
th e  U r d u ,n w i t h  an I n t r o d u c t i o n  b y  M. D. T a s e e r ,  and 
rem ark s  on t h e  d ev e lo p m en t of I q b a l ’ s p o e t i c  th o u g h t  
b y  Khwaja A bdul Hamid (Bombay, K u tub , 1947 , 133 p p . ) .

A rm g h a n - i -H i ja z ,  o r  t h e  G i f t  from  H id j a z .

A c o l l e c t i o n  o f  U rdu  a n d  P e r s i a n  Poems, p u b l i s h e d  
p o s th u m o u s ly  I n  1938 .
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I b l i s  k i  M a j l i s - I - S h u r a ,  o r  The D e v i l ’ s C o n fe re n c e :  a
h i g h l y  t h o u g h t - s t i m u l a t i n g  poem; t r a n s l a t e d  fro m  th e  

| o r i g i n a l  U rdu  w i t h  i n t r o d u c t i o n  and a n n o t a t i o n s  by
! Muhammad A s h r a f ,  w i t h  a fo re w o rd  by D r. Muhammad

R a z iu ’d -D in  S i d d i q i ,  and  a n  i n t r o d u c t i o n  by  S h a ik h  
S i r  Abdul Q a d ir  ( G u j r a t ,  U rdu H ouse, 1951, 158 p p . )
The t e x t  a p p e a r s  i n  l,A rm n g h a n - i-H l,)a z .tt

Hqbal Nama: M a k a te e b - i - I q b a l ,  2 V o l s . ,  L a h o re ,  A s h r a f ,
1944 , 1951 • ■ 55-

C o l l e c t i o n  o f  I q b a l ’ s Urdu l e t t e r s ,  by  S h . A t a h l l a h .  
T h is  c o m p rise s  many v a l u a b l e  l e t t e r e  i n  U rdu  by  th e  
s a g e - p h i l o s o p h e r  t o  d i f f e r e n t  l u m i n a r i e s  and s c h o l a r s .  
I t  I n c lu d e s  many Im p o r ta n t  and  c o n f i d e n t i a l  l e t t e r s ,  
w h ich  a r e  f u l l  o f  l i t e r a r y  and th o u g h t - p r o v o k in g  d i s 
c u s s i o n s .  T h e re  a r e  a l s o  many f a c s i m i l e s  o f  im p o r ta n t  
ones •

B a q i y a t - i - I q b a l ,  L ah o re ,  N aw a-i-W aqt, 1954 .

H i t h e r t o  u n p u b l i s h e d  Urdu poems o f  I q b a l .

c .  E n g l i s h

I q b a l ,  A llam a S i r  Muhammad.*" Developm ent o f  m e ta p h y s ic s  i n  
P e r s i a . *

A c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  M uslim p h i lo s o p h y .  
(P h .D . t h e s i s ,  Munich U n i v e r s i t y . ) London, L u zac , 
1908 , 195 p p . (Review a r t i c l e  i n  Athenaeum (L ondon), 
November 14, 1908, p p . 6 0 1 -0 2 ) .  B e ing  r e p r i n t e d  by  
B a z m - I - I q b a l ,  L a h o re .

________ , D o c t r in e  o f  a b s o lu t e  u n i t y ,  a s  e x p l a in e d  b y
Abdul Karim A l - J I l a n i .  I n d ia n  A n t iq u a ry  (Bombay),
2 9 , 1900, pp* 2 3 7 -4 6 .

 ____ ___t I s l a m  and K h i l a f a t .  S o c i o l o g i c a l  Review, London,
1908 . I t  was l a t e r  t r a n s l a t e d  I n t o  Urdu b y  Ch. 
Muhammad H usa in  i n  1923 (L a h o re ,  31 p p . ) .

 __ > I n n e r  s y n t h e s i s  o f  l i f e .  I n d i a n  Review (M ad ras ) ,
2T7 1926 , p .  2 . -------------------------------------- 99



I q b a l ,  A llam a S i r  Muhammad. I s  r e l i g i o n  p o s s i b l e ?  P r o c . 
A r i s t o t e l i a n  S o c i e t y , 1 9 32 -33 .

i

,________ , I s la m  and Ahmadism, w i t h  a r e p l y  t o  q u e s t i o n s  1
r a i s e d  by  P a n d i t  J a w a b a r ia l  N eh ru . L a h o re ,  I q b a l  
Academy, 1945, 32 pp . (A lso  p u b l i s h e d  i n  I s l a m : Organ .
o f  t h e  A njum an-i-K huddam -ud-D in  (L a h o re ) ,  1 ( 6 ) ,  j
J a n u a r y  2 2 , 1936, p p .  1 -4 7 ;  e x t r a c t s  i n  A l- I s la m  j
(L a h o re ) ,  1  ( 1 6 ) ,  November 15 , 1953 , p p .  1 2 4 -2 5 . 
( O r i g i n a l l y  t h e  S ta te s m a n , in  e a r l y  1935, p u b l i s h e d  D r. ' 
I q b a l ’ s s t a t e m e n t  on " Q a d ia n is  and  o r th o d o x  M uslim s1* 
a lo n g  w i th  a c r i t i c i s m  o f  i t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  l e a d e r .  D r.  
I q b a l ’ s r e p l y  to  t h e  c r i t i c i s m  a p p e a re d  i n  t h e  same i
n ew spaper  on Ju n e  1 0 ,  1935 , i n  t h e  ’L e t t e r s  to  th e  |
E d i to r*  co lu m n s. P a n d i t  N e h ru ’ s c r i t i c i s m  a p p e a re d  I
u n d e r  t h e  t i t l e  ’’S o l i d a r i t y  of I s l a m :  Comment on
I q b a l ’ s a r t i c l e ” in  Modern Review , 58 ( 5 ) ,  November, ;
1935, p p . 5 0 4 -5 0 5 ; w h i le  t h e  Ahmadi v ie w p o in t  on t h e  |
c o n t r o v e r s y  i s  c o n ta in e d  i n  t h e  a r t i c l e  ” D r. j
Muhammad I q b a l  and  th e  Ahmadiyya M ovement,” Review !
o f  R e l i g i o n s , 35 ( 3 ) ,  1936, pp . 8 1 - 1 2 0 ) .

L_______> Is la m  a s  a  m o ra l  and p o l i t i c a l  i d e a l .  H in d u s ta n
Review , 2 0 , 1909 , p p . 2 9 -3 8 ,  1 6 6 -1 7 1 . O r i g i n a l l y

! a p p e a re d  i n  t h e  O b se rv e r  (L a h o re ) ,  A p r i l  14 , 1909; r e 
i s s u e d  a s  pam ph le t w i th  c r i t i c a l  re m a rk s  by  H a f iz  
Ghulam S a rw a r ,  L a h o re ,  1910, 32 p p .

 ___9 K hushhai Khan K h a t t a c k — The Afghan w a r r i o r  p o e t .
I s l a m ic  C u l tu r e  (H y d e ra b ad ) ,  2  (4 ) ,  1928 , p p .  4 8 5 -9 4 .

________ * L e t t e r s  o f  I q b a l  t o  J in n a h .  L a h o re ,  A s h ra f ,  1943,
31 pp .

A c o l l e c t i o n  o f  I q b a l ’ s l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  Q uaid -i-A zam , 
co n v e y in g  h i s  v iew s on th e  p o l i t i c a l  f u t u r e  o f  Muslim 
I n d i a ,  w i th  a fo re w o rd  by M. A. J in n a h .  A lso  r e 
p ro d u c ed  In  ” 0 u r  S tr u g g le , 1 8 5 7 -1 9 4 7 : A P i c t o r i a l
R e c o r d ,” by  Muhammad Noman, K a ra c h i ,  P ak . P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  
1954 (p p . 1 9 - 3 2 ) .

 9 L e t t e r  t o  D r. N ic h o l s o n ,  2 4 th  J a n u a ry ,  1927.
(R eproduced  i n  Dawn, A p r i l  21 , 1 9 4 9 ) .

* M cT ag g art’ s p h i lo s o p h y .*

I n d ia n  A rt  a n d  L e t t e r s , n . s . ,  6  ( 1 ) ,  1932, p p .  2 5 -3 1
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(reproduced in the Truth (Lahore), July, 1937)•
i

I q b a l ,  A llam a S i r  Muhammad. (N ote  on Muslim D em ocracy .)  j
New E ra ,  1916

i

(On c o r p o r e a l  r e s u r r e c t i o n  a f t e r  d e a t h ) .  Muslim 
R e v iv a l  ( L a h o re ) ,  S ep tem b er  1932 ( re p ro d u c e d  i n  th e  |
C i v i l  and  M i l i t a r y  G a z e t t e ,  S u p p . ,  A p r i l  20 , 1952 , !
p .  11117“  '

A p l e a  f o r  d e e p e r  s t u d y  o f  th e  Muslim s c i e n t i s t s .  |
I s l a m ic  C u l t u r e , 3 , (1 9 2 9 ) ,  p p .  2 0 1 -2 0 9 . ;

________  P o l i t i c a l  th o u g h t  i n  I s l a m ,  2 p t s .  H in d u s ta n  j
R eview , 22 , December, 1910 , p p .  5 2 7 -3 3 ;  23 , J a n u a r y ,  ;
1911, p p .  2 2 -2 6 .

 P r e s i d e n t i a l  a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  A l l - I n d i a  Muslim |
L eag u e , A lla h a b a d  S e s s i o n ,  December, 1930 . L a h o re ,  I
R ipon P r e s s ,  1931, 32 p p . ,  a l s o  i n  I n d ia n  Annual 
R e g i s t e r , p t .  2 ,  Ju ly -D ee em b e r ,  1930, pp . 3 3 4 -4 5 ;
L ig h t  ( L a h o re ) , 10 ( 8 ) ,  F e b r u a r y  2 4 ,  1931; a l s o  r e -  ;
p ro d u ce d  i n  w0 u r  S t r u g g l e ,  1 9 5 7 -1 9 4 7 : A P o l i t i c a l  j
R e c o r d ,n by Muhammad Noman, K a r a c h i ,  P ak . P u b l i e a -

i t i o n s ,  1954 (p p .  1 - 1 8 ) ;  p a r t l y  r e p ro d u c e d  i n  Alp
A r s l a n ’ s ” P a k i s t a n  E x p la i n e d ,1* L a h o re ,  1945, p p .  4 3 -4 6 .

________  The r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  th o u g h t  i n  Is lam .-*
Second e d .  w i th  a  S u p p le m e n ta ry  C h a p te r ,  London,
O xford  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1934 , 192 p p . ;  L a h o re ,
A s h r a f ,  1944 , 1951, 205 p p . ( O r i g i n a l l y  p u b l i s h e d  
u n d e r  th e  t i t l e :  nS ix  l e c t u r e s  on th e  R e c o n s t r u c t io n
o f  R e l i g i o u s  T hought i n  I s l a m , ” L a h o re ,  K apur, 1930,
249 p p . ) .  Review a r t i c l e  t h e r e o n  i n  ** C hris  te n  domtt 
(C h ic a g o ) ,  Autumn 1936. In  t h i s  book t h e  a u t h o r  a t 
te m p ts  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  th e  Muslim r e l i g i o u s  p h i lo s o p h y  
w i t h  due  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  
I s la m  and th e  more r e c e n t  d e v e lo p m e n ts  i n  t h e  v a r io u s  
dom ains o f  human know ledge .

 S e l f  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of r e l a t i v i t y ,  C r e s c e n t ,  1925
( in c lu d e d  i n  B A. D a r ’ s tfA S tu d y  in  I q b a l ’ s P h i lo s o p h y , * 
L a h o re ,  A s h ra f ,  1944 , p p . 3 9 6 -4 0 1 ) .

  S p eec h es  and s t a t e m e n t s  o f  I q b a l ,  co m p iled  b y
Sham loo. L a h o re ,  A l-M anar Academy. 1 s t  e d .  1945; 2 nd
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e d .  1948, 239 p p .  (A d d resses  and s p e e c h e s ;  I s l a m  and 
Q ad lan ism ; M is c e l la n e o u s  s t a t e m e n t s . )

i

I q b a l ,  A llam a S i r  Muhammad* Hew y e a r ' s  m essage  (1 9 3 8 ) .  
B ro a d c a s t  by t h e  A l l - I n d i a  R ad io , L a h o re .  The mes
sa g e  was i n  U rd u ; i t s  B a g l i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n  a p p e a re d  i n  
The T ru th  ( L a h o re ) ,  J a n u a ry  11 , 1938.

I I .  OTHER BOOKS REFERRED TO

Anwar Beg, A b d u l la h .  The P o e t  o f  th e  E a s t . The l i f e  and 
work o f  Dr. S h e ik h  S i r  Muhammad I q b a l ,  L a h o re ,
Qaumi Kutub Khana, 1940, 425 pp .

B e rg so n ,  H e n r i .  An I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  M e ta p h y s ic s . Hew Y ork: 
The L i b e r a l  A r t s  P r e s s ,  1949. 62 pp . ( T r a n s l a t e d  by
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